PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 10, 2011 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, Nebraska.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was on the table.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 22, 2011 MEETING:  Minutes of the April 22, 2011 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the March 22, 2011 minutes.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A financial report was presented as of May 10, 2011 with a balance of $274,192.88.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  No bills were presented for payment.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PROJECTED BUDGET COMPARED TO CURRENT BUDGET:  Duane Woodward distributed a handout indicating contract budget amounts compared to actual expenditures to date. Duane reported that we have a reimbursement request for approximately $61,000 with the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Discussion was held regarding a request to Flatwater to submit a revised proposal to complete Phase III CROPSIM work projecting irrigated acres back to the 1950’s.  Don Kraus and Duane Woodward will follow up.  

LEE WILSON REPORT:  

MODEL DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS:  Lee reported that DNR has developed a concept that may help to resolve the inflection point issue in representation of the growth in irrigated acres over time.

An issue was identified with the starting hydraulic heads needed for a “warm up” of the model.  An interim fix has been developed but the cause needs to be identified and a permanent fix implemented.  

Work continues on the groundwater model to ensure it is working as desired before starting calibration.  A tremendous amount of work has been done to address a number of issues but there are still some issues to get resolved.

HDR has taken out all hardwire rules from the earlier version of the surface water model and everything is using an operating rule.  The model provides pretty good matches with historical reservoir stages, releases and flows.  Last week HDR effectively integrated watershed model outputs, runoff and base flow components into STELLA that will be able to consider the total water budget. 

HDR LETTER:  A letter from HDR requesting additional compensation for contractual services was distributed and discussed with John Engel of HDR.  Item I of the letter requested additional compensation for workshops ($43,636) and project management services ($10,766.40).  Item II requested additional compensation for additional meetings with canal operators and owners related to the STELLA model in the amount of $18,448.40.  Item III requested additional compensation for additional time spent assisting with  calibration of the groundwater model in the amount of $40,425.60.  

Lengthy discussion was held on the requests including whether they are included in the current contracted scope of work and whether some of the additional workshops were needed.  Because of time restraints of the meeting it was decided to continue discussion at a meeting scheduled for May 20 at 8:30 a.m. at the Central Platte NRD office in Grand Island.  

Don will visit with the contract committee to hopefully develop a proposal to discuss with the Sponsors on May 20.

JULY COHYST WORKSHOP:  Discussion was held as to the purpose and need for the July workshop.  The topic will be discussed at the workshop next week and a recommendation provided to the Sponsors.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  The Department was asked to develop a better process for estimating land use over time.  Doug Hallum presented a dataset comparison and explained the method of how the irrigated/dryland designation was developed.  The process will be discussed with the Technical Committee.  

RETURN FLOW MONITORING PROGRAM:  The canals have been visited and photos taken.  Tom Hayden will be sending staff out to find locations where structures are needed for monitoring equipment. 

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 7, 2011 in Kearney at the Office of the Platte River Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, NE.  Meetings have also been scheduled for a workshop for July 11-13, 2011, in Lincoln, and August 17, 2011 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, and September 10, 2011 in Kearney.
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Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department Natural Resources
Amy Wright – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jerry Kenny – Platte River Recovery Program
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
John Thorburn – Tri Basin Natural Resources District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
DeAnna Bartruff – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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