PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 22, 2011 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, Nebraska.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was on the table.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2011 MEETING:  Minutes of the February 22, 2011 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  It was noted that there was a typo regarding Jim Schneider‘s name.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the February 22, 2011 minutes with the correction as noted.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A financial report was presented with a balance of $275,235.68.

DISBURSEMENTS:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) Larry Land - $1,282.20; and 2) Lee Wilson - $8,918.42.  

Doug Hallum made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the items mentioned above.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PROJECTED BUDGET COMPARED TO CURRENT BUDGET:  A review of the exhibit showing proposed budget vs. actual income/expenditures was presented.  The document shows a total income of $517,979.64 (which includes a beginning balance of $268,966.64) and a current balance of $275,235.68.

PLATTE RIVER RECOVERY AND IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM (PRRIP) REQUEST FOR MODEL INPUT DATA:  The PRRIP is developing a groundwater model to better understand a recharge project below Lexington.  They are having difficulty developing model input data.  COHYST recharge input from the post 1997 depletions analysis representing a three year average beginning in 1995 would be useful.

Kent Miller made a motion to authorize the requested use of the above COHYST data by the PRRIP with the understanding that it could be changed in the future.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

HDR ENGINEERING – REFUND CHECK:  COHYST received a check from HDR Engineering, Inc. in the amount of $307.05 for a refund of overpayment of Phase 1 water budget analysis and the check was turned over to Ron Bishop, Treasurer.

MODEL DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS:  Lee Wilson reviewed discrepancies which are present in the land use data set and are a concern.  One possible explanation is the switch from using ag census data to CALMIT in 1997 and some lack of continuity with information from counties.  There is also an effort to find ways to deal with some dry cell issues that have been discovered in the groundwater model.  

HDR is continuing to visit with irrigation district operators to refine the STELLA model.

Lee is expecting useful results from the models at the May COHYST workshop.  

RETURN FLOW MONITORING PROGRAM:  HDR Engineering is requesting additional information on return flows from four Central Platte irrigation district canals to help with the development of the STELLA model.  Measuring gages would be located on irrigation canals to measure return flows during the irrigation season.  Funding would be needed for the installation costs and measuring equipment.  Questions were raised regarding whether additional measuring stations would be useful on other irrigation canals.  Jerry Kenny stated that the PRRIP would provide some matching funds for this project.  

Kent Miller made a motion to have Lee Wilson coordinate with John Engel on the return flow monitoring concept with Phase 1 focused on the four canals identified in John Engel’s memo dated March 21, 2011 and Phase II focused on additional locations on irrigation systems in the Twin Platte NRD or other areas that would be helpful for model results.  Assistance will be provided by Brian Barels at NPPD, Ron Bishop at Central Platte NRD, Kent Miller at Twin Platte NRD, Doug Hallum at Nebraska DNR, and Don Kraus at CNPPID and funds of up to $10,000.00 shall be provided from COHYST with an additional $10,000.00 in matching funds from the PRRIP.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

LEE WILSON REPORT:  

CONTRACT WITH LEE WILSON ASSOCIATES:  An amendment to Lee Wilson’s contract was discussed.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to have the contract committee prepare an amendment for review by the Sponsors at the next meeting extending the contract with Lee Wilson Associates through December 2011 and at the same time review any possible additional costs incurred by HDR.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  Duane Woodward reviewed a draft RFP of an approach to address land use coverage.  Doug Hallum will review the concept and a finalized draft will be completed by April 4 for distribution to the Hydrology Sponsors.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 11, 2011 in Kearney at the Office of the Platte River Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, NE.  Meetings have also been scheduled for May 10, 2011 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, June 7, 2011, Kearney, a workshop for July 11-13, 2011, in Lincoln, and August 17, 2011 in Kearney at 10:00 AM.


PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 3/22/11


Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Jerry Kenny – Platte River Recovery Implementation Program
John Thorburn – Tri Basin Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Lee Wilson (via phone) – Lee Wilson and Associates
DeAnna Bartruff – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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