PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Friday, May 20, 2011 – 8:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Central Platte Natural Resources District, 215 N. Kaufman Avenue, Grand Island, Nebraska.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was on the table.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn (arrived at 9:20)
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF May 10, 2011 MEETING:  Minutes of the May 10, 2011 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the May 10, 2011 minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 4 – NDNR:  Task Authorization No. 4 with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources was presented and reviewed.  The completion date of June 30, 2011 would be met if the Gosper County spatial data set is available.  A typo regarding a date in the document was noted and will be changed.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the NDNR Task Authorization No. 4 with the correction as noted.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

HDR LETTER – CONTRACT COSTS:  A letter to Lee Wilson from John Engel of HDR on April 25, 2011 was reviewed with the committee.  The letter addresses increased costs resulting from the delay in completing the COHYST model.  Three areas were identified:

1.  Additional services for meetings/project management and coordination – Cost $54,402.40
2. Additional meetings with canal owners/operators – Cost $18,448.40
3. Additional services for groundwater modeling – Cost $40,425.60

The following issues were discussed?

Some workshops may be cancelled if not needed.
Should the meetings with canal owners/operators be included in the base scope from HDR at no added cost?
Sponsors are unclear regarding calibration of the groundwater model reference; are 48 hours/month needed through October for the integrated model calibration?

Don Kraus will contact HDR and discuss these issues in further detail prior to the next meeting.  The contract committee may be called to participate in the discussion.

JULY COHYST WORKSHOP:  This event was canceled.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 7, 2011 in Kearney at the Office of the Platte River Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, NE at 10:00 AM.  Meetings have also been scheduled for August 17, 2011 in Kearney at 10:00 AM and September 10, 2011 in Kearney.


PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 5/20/11
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department Natural Resources
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
John Thorburn – Tri Basin Natural Resources District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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