PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 7, 2011 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Platte River Recovery & Implementation office, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, Nebraska.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was on the table.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF May 20, 2011 MEETING:  Minutes of the May 20, 2011 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the May 20, 2011 minutes.  Doug Hallum seconded the motion.  Keith Koupal abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A financial report was presented as of May 23, 2011 with a balance of $330,514.11. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) HDR Engineering - $2,356.70; 2) Lee Wilson & Associates - $2,332.67; and 3) Lee Wilson & Associates - $8,116.69 (received in June).

Doug Hallum made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the items mentioned above.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PROJECTED BUDGET COMPARED TO CURRENT BUDGET:  Duane Woodward distributed a handout and explained the changes since the last meeting.  The cash balance was reported as $329,731.79 and Duane indicated he needed to investigate the difference from the bank account balance.  Discussion was held on the next year’s budget and three items were discussed regarding the work proposed by Flatwater for next year:  1) there are no changes proposed for the estimation of irrigation pumpage based on the electrical records -   cost of $94,500; 2) the development of the 1950-1985 Cropsim datasets was discussed and Marc has replaced annual datasets with longer periods; in addition, data will be developed for 2005 to 2010  - cost $196,000 (reduction of approximately $100,000); 3)revision of the calculator – cost $159,000.  Don Kraus suggested a short write-up of the steps for the three items mentioned.  This will then go to the Technical Committee for review.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  Amy Wright distributed and explained an exhibit on the Acres Datasets.  A map showing the study area of certified acres dataset development was reviewed.  Keith County was used as a portrayal of historical irrigated, dryland and total cropland areas using different methodologies to develop the datasets.  The estimate of actual acres irrigated compared to certified acres was demonstrated as a shift in the certified acres curve by using a multiplier of 88%.  Central Platte will review Hall and Dawson county infrared photography to check the relationship.  Additional work needs to be done in the Central Platte NRD to match certified acres with wells.  In addition, in the Tri-Basin NRD, spatial data needs to be developed to identify irrigated acres and assign wells to those acres in Gosper County, and assign wells in Kearney and Phelps Counties.  The goal is to complete full counties within Twin Platte, Tri-Basin and Central Platte NRDs (excluding Gosper) by June 30, 2011.

MODEL DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS:  Lee Wilson updated the Sponsors on the overall model progress and questions which were raised at the May workshop.  Lee reported that there are a number of tasks that need to be completed before September 9th in order for calibration  to be complete.  Issues that need addressed are land use coverage; the surface water model issues; the groundwater model issues related to ET surface and stream elevation, and the general head boundaries.  Progress has been made in all areas.

Discussion was held on peer review and the interview process.  Lee was asked to prepare an RFQ document so that public notice could begin as soon as possible so that interviews could be conducted prior to the August 17th COHYST regular meeting.  The peer reviewer will be asked to attend the September 9th calibration meeting.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 5 – NDNR:  Task Authorization No. 5 with the Department of Natural Resources was presented.  The current authorization expires June 30, 2011 and Task Authorization No. 5 would be for a one year extension for the DNR modeling team to run through June 30, 2012.  This work is in-kind services.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Task Authorization No. 5 with NDNR as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

HDR TASK AUTHORIZATION – LARRY LAND CONTRACT AND HDR TASK AUTHORIZATION – RETURN FLOW MONITORING PROGRAM:  A potential amendment for additional services which were identified to address Larry Land’s work and an amendment with HDR to monitor the return flow program were reviewed.  Don Kraus will work with the Contract Committee on both of the authorizations and bring back a recommendation at the next meeting.

DATE FOR CALIBRATION WORKSHOP:  A preliminary date of September 9, 2011 was selected for the Calibration Workshop in Lincoln.
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NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 11, 2011 in Lincoln.  Meetings have also been scheduled for August 17, 2011 in Kearney, September 20, 2011 in Kearney, and October 7, 2011 in Kearney.  A special meeting was scheduled to do interviews for the peer review beginning at 9:00 AM on August 15, 2011 in Lincoln and would last all day.
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Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Jerry Kenny – Platte River Recovery & Implementation Program
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Amy Wright – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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