PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 22, 2011 – 1:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, Nebraska.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was on the table.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 19, 2011 MEETING:  Minutes of the January 19, 2011 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the January 19, 2011 minutes as e-mailed.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A financial report was presented with a balance of $285,436.12.

DISBURSEMENTS:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1)Dunbar-Peterson Insurance - $2,597.00; 2) Lee Wilson & Associates - $11,724.51; and 3) HDR Engineering - $38,032.31.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the items mentioned above.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PROJECTED BUDGET COMPARED TO CURRENT BUDGET:  A review of the exhibit showing budget vs. actual was presented.  The document shows a total income of $512,974.22 with a balance of $280,430.70

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 2 – HDR:  Minor revisions to Task Authorization No. 2 were reviewed and explained to the Sponsors.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the revisions to Task Authorization No. 2 with HDR as explained.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODEL DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS AND SPONSORS’ EXPECTATIONS:  Discussion was held regarding Lee Wilson’s document entitled “Expectations of COHYST Sponsors” based on the COHYST Calibration Workshop held January 18-20, 2011.  Sponsors discussed this with Lee Wilson and presented comments regarding changes to the document.  Discussions included additional work on the land data set, base flow targets, and observation well target data sets. The Sponsors are to have any further comments to Lee by March 1st so that he can have the final document ready for the March 22nd COHYST meeting.

Sponsors would like to have a presentation similar to the one that Doug gave to the Sponsors so that each sponsor can share this with their Boards.  The presentation covered updating the aquifer properties, the stream package, pumping and recharge datasets and recalibration.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  Duane reported that the NAS data is out.  Discussion was held on accuracy of NAS, surface water/groundwater irrigation, and use of the Republican model.

Jim Schneider discussed the Water Balance Alliance regarding meetings held with Frank Kwapnioski and Jay Holmquist.  Discussion were held about the benefits of COHYST to address concerns about management of dry land and pasture.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 22, 2011 at the Office of the Platte River Program, 4111 4th Avenue, Suite 6, Kearney, NE.  Meetings have also been scheduled for April 11, 2011, Kearney, May 10, 2011 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, June 7, 2011, Kearney, and a workshop for July 11-13, 2011, in Lincoln.
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Don Kraus, - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Jerry Kenny – Platte River Recovery Implementation Program
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Lee Wilson (via phone) – Lee Wilson and Associates
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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