PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, April 6, 2010 – 1:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Central Platte Natural Resources District, 215 N. Kaufman Avenue, Grand Island, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF March 4, 2010 MEETING:  Minutes of the March 4, 2010 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the March 4, 2010 minutes as e-mailed.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  John Thorburn and Keith Koupal abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report with total debits of $2,976,380.84, and total credits of $3,002,632.62, leaving a balance of $26,251.78.  After checking for receipts that did not get posted, the balance was $149,027.28.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills pending.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

REPORT FROM CONTRACT COMMITTEE – PHASE I PROGRESS REPORT:  The Contract Committee was asked to finalize The Flatwater Group and HDR Engineering, Inc. contracts for Phase 1 in an amount not to exceed $60,000.  Doug updated the Sponsors on revisions the two contracts.  Flatwater is not to exceed $11,000 and HDR is not to exceed $15,000 under Phase 1.  In-kind contributions are $10,000 apiece from Central Platte and DNR.  Also Lee Wilson will be doing some work for approximately $8,000.  

Members of the Contract Committee were asked to review the contracts as revised so that the Chairman can sign each contract and return to Flatwater and HDR for signature as soon as possible.

Discussion was held on the NET funds and when the funds can be used for costs incurred by COHYST.  Duane said that COHYST has been funded through the NET for the next couple of years and funds can be used after signing the NET contract.  Work is being done on a preliminary water budget in accordance with guidance received from Lee Wilson. Also, development of a more detailed work plan needs to be done.  An e-mail was sent to Lee Wilson authorizing him to work up to 40 hours on this project.

Kent Miller made a motion to delegate to the Contract Committee the development of the in-kind contract for the Department of Natural Resources and Central Platte NRD.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All others present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CONTRACT WITH THE TWIN PLATTE NRD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT, CENTRAL PLATTE NRD, NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CNPPID:  A review was presented on the proposed agreement between COHYST and the Conjunctive Water Management Group which is a clarification of how contracts would be administered during the transfer of the model development.  The major points of the agreement are:  1) the two groups agree to work together to transfer responsibility for the completion of the model to COHYST; 2) payment of out of scope costs; and 3) COHYST’s responsibility for making final payment to HDR for the contract sections 1-A, 1-B and 1-C in the HDR contract which is estimated to be $21,900.  The Contract Committee will review the contract issues and bring a recommendation back to the Sponsors.

PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR INTEGRATION WORK PLAN:  Doug and Duane are working on Phase 1 of the Integration Work Plan.

TASKS FOR DICK LUCKEY:  No report

BILLING TO NPNRD AND SPNRD:  Billings for contributions during the 2009-2010 calendar year will be sent to both North Platte NRD, South Platte NRD and the remainder of the COHYST participants this week.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  The income side of the budget for July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 has been set but the expense side of the budget will be discussed at the next Sponsors’ meeting.  Discussion was held on what can be charged to the funding from the NET grant.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2011:  Before a budget can be set, the work plan needs to be completed.

MODELER REPORT:  No modeler report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  No Technical Committee report.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 4th in North Platte at 2:00 PM.  Meetings have also been scheduled for June 1 in North Platte at 2:00 PM, July 7 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, August 18 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, and September 20, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
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Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources Commission
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Jerry Kenny – Platte River Recovery & Implementation Program
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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