PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 1, 2010 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Nebraska Public Power District, 900 4th Avenue, Kearney, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Not represented
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF May 4, 2010 MEETING:  Minutes of the May 4, 2010 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Jim Schneider made the motion to approve the May 4, 2010 minutes as e-mailed.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a financial report with a balance of $234,278.96.  Central Platte NRD and Tri-Basin NRD receipts were not shown on the report so the total will be increased.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) High Plains Hydrology - $118.75; 2) Flatwater Group (Water Budget and Work Plan) - $3,090.00; and 3) HDR Engineering (Water Budget and Work Plan) - $13,265.60.

Jim Schneider made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills as listed above.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER AGREEMENT – NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES:  A revised copy of the Modeler Agreement and Task Authorizations 1 and 2 with the NDNR was reviewed with the Sponsors.

Keith Koupal made the motion to approve the Modeler Agreement and Task Authorizations 1 and 2 with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources as revised.  Duane Woodward seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER AGREEMENT – CENTRAL PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT:  The Modeler Agreement and Task Authorization 1 with the Central Platte NRD was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The Central Platte agreement was revised to match up with the NDNR agreement.

Jim Schneider made the motion to approve the Modeler Agreement and Task Authorization 1 with the revisions presented and to defer Task Authorization 2 until the Work Plan is complete.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CASH FLOW PROJECTION:  There was nothing to report.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  This was deferred to the next COHYST Meeting in July.  Jim Schneider reported that DNR has hired someone from CALMIT, Amy Zoeller, and she will be working on land use coverage.  Jim will contact Riverside Technologies for a proposal.

WATER BUDGET:  Doug Hallum presented and explained a document titled “Water Budget Development”.  The development of a water budget encompasses the combined COHYST eastern and central model units and is for a period from October 1, 1984 to September 30, 2005, reported annually by water year.  The budget is derived from measured data to provide guidance and understanding and provide water budget constraints for the modeling efforts to be developed in subsequent phases of the COHYST and Conjunctive Water Management Studies.  This document will be sent to Lee Wilson for review. The Technical Committee and the Sponsors were asked to review and provide comments by the next COHYST meeting on July 7th.

WORK PLAN:  Doug reported that three meetings have been held and feedback has been received from Flatwater and HDR.  The draft document will be sent to Larry Land and Tom Riley later in the week for review and their comments are due back on June 8th.  The Work Plan will be on the agenda for the next COHYST meeting.

PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR WORK PLAN:  Doug’s role regarding all the work he has done on the work plan was discussed.  Discussion was also held regarding appointing Doug as the Project Coordinator.  Concern was raised that the Project Coordinator work would infringe on the other tasks that Doug was responsible for.  Discussion was held on other personnel.  Names presented as a possible Coordinator were Larry Land and Lee Wilson.  The Contract Committee will review possible candidates for coordinator and bring back a recommendation at the next meeting.

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT:  Don will contact Dick Luckey to discuss whether he is interested in continuing with a contract with COHYST and if he has the available time.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2011:  Duane and Don will do some work on the budget and report at the next meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 7 in Kearney at 10:00 AM at NPPD.  Meetings have also been scheduled for August 18 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, September 20, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM and October 18, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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