PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 20, 2010 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 1617 1st Avenue, Kearney, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 18, 2010 MEETING:  Minutes of the August 18, 2010 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the August 18, 2010 minutes as e-mailed.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A financial report was presented with a balance of $139,440.60.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for payment:  1) Lee Wilson & Associates - $3,476.00.

Keith Koupal made the motion to approve the Financial Report and the expenditure as presented.  Doug Hallum seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

OPERATING PLAN:  An update on the Operating Plan was presented.  Doug explained that there were a couple of tables changed, the COHYST membership list was updated, and Hayden Strickland was added to the Technical Committee list under CNPPID.

PLATTE SYMPOSIUM – DOUG HALLUM PRESENTATION:  “A Total Budget Approach to Integrated Management” is a presentation that Doug will be making at the Platte Symposium which will be held in Lincoln on October 7th.  The three phases of the study discussed are 1) water budget; 2) development of a suite of modeling tools; and 3) developing the applied tools.  A modeling workshop will also be held on October 14th at NPPD in North Platte beginning at 10:00 a.m.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 2 – CENTRAL PLATTE NRD:  Task Authorization No. 2 with Central Platte NRD for modeling services by Duane Woodward was presented for approval.  The work will be performed from August 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Task Authorization No. 2 with Central Platte NRD.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 3 – NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES:  Task Authorization No. 3 with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources for modeling services by Doug Hallum was presented for approval.  The work will be performed from August 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010.

Brian Barels made the motion to approve Task Authorization No. 3 with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  Doug Hallum abstained.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CASH FLOW PROJECTION:  Duane presented an update on the COHYST budget with a total budget of $464,932.00 for 2011.  

CONFERENCE CALL WITH LEE WILSON, HDR AND FLATWATER:  Lee Wilson reported that the initial model results are on track and should be available at the November COHYST meeting.  A handout on the three modeling efforts summarized the Surface Water Model, the Groundwater Model and the Watershed Model.  He then reported on the work plan, the calibration plan, documentation and the model QA/QC.

Marc Groff presented a report on current data sets and TFG review, comparisons to prior data sets, canal-specific comparisons and missing 108,000 acres.

Doug Hallum reported on boundary and other issues and time series extractions.

John Engel reported on the reach gain-loss data and the QA/QC of baseflows.

A meeting will be held in Lincoln on January 18-19, 2011 (1:00 PM on 18th and morning of 19th) to further update the Sponsors.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2011:  The budgeted expenses for 2010-2011 are $464,932.00.  The figures shown need to be adjusted to July 1, 2010 instead of August 1, 2010.  Changes to the contributions provided by the Sponsors were updated with a total of $296,359.00 which included an estimate of $111,232 for in-kind contributions from NDNR (actual amount will depend on a number of factors).

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 budget as modified.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and the motion carried.

WORK PLAN COMMENTS:  Doug is working with Duane on the comments.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  Bids for the new 2010 datasets were discussed and Duane is checking on whether the NAS datasets will work.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for, October 18, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM.  Meetings have also been scheduled for, November 19, 2010 at 10:00 AM, and December 15, 2010 at 10:00 AM, January 10, 2011, and February 22, 2011, all in Kearney.
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Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Mahesh Pun – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Marc Groff – by phone
Lee Wilson – by phone
John Engel – by phone
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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