PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 4, 2010 – 2:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Twin Platte Natural Resources District, 111 S. Dewey St., 2nd Floor, North Platte, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent and the North Platte Telegraph.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

The meeting convened at 2:08 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF April 6, 2010 MEETING:  Minutes of the April 6, 2010 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the April 6, 2010 minutes as e-mailed.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

AGREEMENT WITH TWIN PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT, NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT, CENTRAL PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT, NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT, AND THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT:  An agreement between COHYST and the Conjunctive Water Management group to transfer responsibility to COHYST for development of a water management model for portions of the North Platte River, South Platte River and Platte River was presented for approval. The Contract Committee recommends approval of this agreement.  Expenses were also discussed.

Ron Bishop made the motion to recommend approval of the agreement as presented.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

At 2:17 PM, the COHYST meeting was recessed for a short meeting of the Conjunctive Water Management group.  The agreement between COHYST and the Conjunctive Water Management group was approved at that meeting along with Amendments 2 & 3 to the HDR contract.

The COHYST meeting reconvened at 2:29 PM.

AGREEMENT WITH HDR ENGINEERING, INC. FOR MODELING SERVICES:  The Agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc. for completion of the development of an integrated surface water/groundwater modeling tool was presented for approval.  The Contract Committee recommended approval of the agreement.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the Agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc. as recommended by the Contract Committee.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  No report

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  No report

CASH FLOW PROJECTION:  A copy of a preliminary cash flow projection for COHYST was reviewed with the Sponsors.  No action was taken on this item.

LAND USE COVERAGE:  It was reported that a quote for land use coverage was received from CALMIT.  The Sponsors agreed that bids should be obtained from other entities.  

Kent Miller made the motion to seek proposals on land use coverage.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.

After further discussion, the motion was withdrawn.  Sponsors felt this was premature since there is no contract or funding approved.

Jim will bring information back to the Sponsors regarding the interest of other bidders and cost.

PHASE I PROGRESS REPORT:  Duane reported on the contract with HDR and Flatwater.  Work is underway on the water budget with a lot of the components being done and Doug has put the information into the spreadsheet.  A draft of what goes into the Phase III Work Plan was completed and an outline has been developed.  Doug and Duane will meet soon to go through the draft and see what else is needed.

PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR INTEGRATION WORK PLAN:  It was requested that the work plan draft be available for review before the June 1st COHYST meeting.  The Project Coordinator will be the next phase.  Discussion was held on appointment of a coordinator along with budgetary requirements for the coordinator.  Jim will visit with Doug and Duane and continue to work on this over the next thirty days. 

TASKS FOR DICK LUCKEY:  Dick Luckey’s contract expires on June 30, 2010.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  The budget for the Phase III work will be discussed at the next meeting.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2011:  The budget for 2010-2011 will depend on the work plan being developed.

MODELER REPORT:  No modeler report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  No Technical Committee report.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 1 in North Platte at 2:00 PM.  Meetings have also been scheduled for July 7 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, August 18 in Kearney at 10:00 AM, September 20, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM and October 18, 2010 in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
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Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Jesse Bradley – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jeff Shafer – Nebraska Public Power District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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