PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Friday, June 5, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Vice Chairman Ron bishop opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Central Community College.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Mike Drain
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 1, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the May 1, 2009 minutes as presented.  Mike Drain seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek and Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 28, 2009.  The total debits are $2,823,451.74, with total credits of $2,898,632.62, leaving a balance of $75,180.88.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) Upper Big Blue NRD (DNR Survey) – $395.00; 2) NPPD, modeler labor - $308.88; 3) HDR Engineering - $19,968.08; and 4) High Plains Hydrology - $4,906.48.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the expenditures as presented.  Mike Drain seconded the motion.  

John Thorburn presented a motion to amend to request that Courtney Hemenway reduce the billing for training time by 40% similar to Dick Luckey’s billing.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  Voting yes were Jim Schneider, Rod Horn and John Thorburn.  Voting no were Ron Bishop, Mike Drain, Brian Barels, Ron Cacek, and Kent Miller.  The motion was defeated.

Upon voting on the original motion, Jim Schneider abstained, and all other members present, voting by roll call vote were in favor and the motion carried. 

John Thorburn presented a motion to have a policy not to pay for training for contractors without prior approval from the Contract Committee.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT EXTENSION:  Dick Luckey’s contract expires June 30, 2009 and an extension was presented and discussed.  Changes were reviewed with the Sponsors.

Jim Schneider made the motion to approve the Dick Luckey Contract extension, subject to the Contract Committee working out final details with Dick Luckey.  Mike Drain seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

SENIOR MODELER CONTRACT EXTENSION:  A formal request was received from Gary Lewis and Courtney Hemenway for a change order on their contract to cover the upcoming year from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  There are not sufficient funds in their current budget to cover the upcoming Technical Committee meeting.  Considerable discussion followed and it was recommended that the Contract Committee develop a three month extension.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Gary and Courtney’s continued participation on as needed basis for the next quarter.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  

Jim Schneider presented an amendment to the motion to contract with HDR for three months without subcontracting with Hemenway Groundwater Engineering.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Upon voting on the original motion, Jim Schneider abstained, and all other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW OF THE STREAM DEPLETION FACTORS DERIVED FROM COHYST MODELS FOR THE PLATTE RIVER BELOW ELM CREEK:  Jim Schneider presented general background on the stream depletion factors by model cell runs that were done in the area below Elm Creek which gave some very low percentages in a lot of areas.  He stated that this needs to be addressed as soon as possible and recommended that the Sponsors have someone look into this.

John Thorburn made the motion to have Jim and Duane prepare a scope of work and send it to Eagle Resources for a proposal to be brought back to the Sponsors on July 1st.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.

After further discussion, the motion was withdrawn.  Jim and Duane were requested to put together a scope of work and provide it to Eagle Resources to determine the cost to address the situation.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  An update on the Interlocal Agreement was presented.  Jim will check to see if DNR’s legal counsel has reviewed the agreement.  The most recent version of the agreement will be sent to the Sponsors for review and will be voted on at the July 1st meeting.

PHASE III OPERATION PLAN:  Duane updated the Sponsors on the Phase III Operation Plan.  A new draft will be prepared and sent to the Sponsors.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  The 2009-2010 budget is not ready as the tasks need to be defined before the budget can be approved.  Jim distributed a handout regarding major tasks cost estimates for a two year period.  These were discussed in detail. 

It was noted that the Sponsors will submit an application for a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust.

Since the Sponsors have not been billed for 2008-2009, it was suggested that a budget be adopted for the 2008-2009 period.  

Kent Miller made the motion to adopt the budget for 2008-2009 and authorize the Treasurer send out billings to the Sponsors before June 30th.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

The next Sponsors meeting is July 1st and it was decided that the meeting will be held in Lincoln at 9:00 AM and ask Gary Lewis and Courtney Hemenway to attend after lunch.  Jim will check on a room for the meeting.

MODELER REPORT:  There was no modeler report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The meeting notes for the Technical Committee’s May 18th meeting were distributed to the Sponsors and discussed.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 1, 2009 at in Lincoln.  Meetings have also been scheduled for August 5, 2009 and September 2, 2009, with locations to be announced later.


PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 6/5/09

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Thad Kuntz – North Platte & South Platte Natural Resources Districts
Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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