PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 12, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
North Platte NRD – Not represented
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 5, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the December 5, 2008 minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  No financial report was available.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  None.

PHASE III WORK PLAN:  Jim Schneider, Duane Woodward, Brian Barels, John Thorburn and Don Kraus continued working on a draft Phase III Work Plan which had previously been distributed to the Sponsors.  The Work Plan was discussed in detail and several minor changes were requested. 

Jim Schneider reported there is a problem with DNR participating in the current interlocal agreement (ILCA).  The current ILCA creates a joint entity which arguably would cede authority of a participant to the ILCA and the DNR cannot accept that risk and therefore would not participate in the ILCA.  Possible solutions to the concern would be to add a paragraph in the existing ILCA stating you do not transfer or cede any authority by participation in the ILCA, form a different type of ILCA in which there is no “joint entity” or become a partner to the existing ILCA instead of a full participant.  A draft of a proposed ILCA does not create a “joint entity” will be sent to the Sponsors for review.

CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY – GROUNDWATER MODEL: Jim Schneider gave the background and development of the conjunctive management study.  It was determined through consultation with a group of experts that two layers were adequate for their purposes although he is open to the idea of more layers.  The COHYST Central and Eastern Model Units have 6 and 5 layers respectively and one layer in the Western model.   

Courtney Hemenway and Gary Lewis were connected to the meeting by conference call and discussed layer questions, model stability and calibrating models.  At the Tech Committee meeting, the advantages and disadvantages of one model versus two models and the number of layers will be discussed.

COHYST WORK PROJECTS:  Not discussed.

MODELER REPORT:  No report. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  No report.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 3, 2009 in Lincoln.  Meetings have also been scheduled for March 3, 2009, in Lincoln and April 3, 2009, in Kearney.




PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 1/12/09

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District
Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri Basin Natural Resources District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game & Parks Commission
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Jeff Shafer – Nebraska Public Power District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Tina Kurtz – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
DeAnna Bartruff – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation 
	District
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