PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Holdrege at The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Not represented
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 12, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the January 12, 2009 minutes with one correction on page 2, 2nd paragraph from the bottom states, “The COHYST model uses 4 layers in the Central and Eastern model units. . .”, should read “. . uses 6 layers in  the Central Model Unit, 5 layers in the Eastern Model Unit. .”.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 14, 2009.  The total debits are $2,708,679.32, with total credits of $2,898,632.62, leaving a balance of $189,953.30.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for approval of payment:  1) NPPD - $741.60.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the expenditure listed.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PHASE III WORK PLAN:  The latest revisions to the Phase III Work Plan were presented and the changes were reviewed with the Sponsors.  It was suggested that the document needs formatting.  Doug expressed concerns and presented recommendations relating to the Figure 3 COHYST Project Work Flowchart.  Some of the issues had previously been discussed by the Sponsors.  There needs to be more specifics in the work tasks which the Technical Committee will be focusing on.  Guidelines for the next thirty days are that the Sponsors will review the document with assistance from technical personnel on staff and Don Kraus will  request input from Courtney Hemenway and Gary Lewis.

Doug Hallum gave a power point presentation relating to QA/QC.  This included the modeling process, the proposed QA/QC process and the justification of the QA/QC process.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  The Interlocal Agreement, as revised by Pam Anderson, legal counsel for the Department of Natural Resources, was reviewed with the Sponsors.  It was suggested that interlocal agreements from other agencies be reviewed to provide information on how this might work for COHSYT.  After considerable discussion, Ron Bishop volunteered to develop a paragraph or two to add to the current Interlocal Agreement to assure that the DNR will not be giving up their regulatory responsibilities or authority.  This will be presented at the next COHSYT meeting.  It was suggested that Pam Anderson attend the next COHSYT meeting.

CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY – GROUNDWATER MODEL: This was deferred to the March 3, 2009 COHYST meeting.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey’s report was sent to the Sponsors prior to the meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee will meet on February 20, 2009.

Duane talked about switching to Groundwater Vista and will check into costs and report at the next meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 3, 2009, in Lincoln at Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.  Meetings have also been scheduled for and April 3 and May 1, 2009 in Kearney.
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Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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