PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 2, 2009 – 8:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Lincoln at Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 2200 North 33rd, Lincoln, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – 
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST APPLICATION:  A comment was presented regarding a reference in the application for waters added to the Platte for wildlife, but there is also a component which is restoration of surface water appropriations and should be mentioned.  It was suggested that under the Introduction #2 after wildlife, add “other instream uses, socioeconomic considerations and other integrated management purposes”.  
Sponsors contributions will have to be confirmed and letters of commitment from the Sponsors to the Trust need to be prepared and sent.  Ron and Jim will complete the application and submit it to the Environmental Trust by September 8th.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Environmental Trust Application in accordance with what has been discussed and the cost share commitments as discussed by Jim which includes $550,000 (South Platte and North Platte NRDs -$150,000 already committed by grant, $200,000 from DNR by grant, another $41,000 from DNR, $35,000 from CNPPID, $35,000 from NPPD, $40,000 from CPNRD, $17,000 from TBNRD, $20,000 from TPNRD, $12,000 from NGPC) of COHYST contribution.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Questions were asked about plans if funding were not available from the NET.  An application to the Interrelated Water Management Plan Program Fund (IWMPPF) for possible funding was suggested.

SELECTION OF OPTION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF MODEL FOR COHYST AND CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT USES:  Further discussion of this topic was deferred.
 
PHASE III OPERATING PLAN:  Discussion was held on the Operating Plan and whether it was meeting the needs of the Sponsors.  Additional time was spent on the “Types of Questions” summary initially discussed at the August 5th and 6th meeting.  Considerable discussion was held on a number of the questions.

Further discussion was delayed until later in the meeting when Brian returns and Kent Miller can be contacted by phone.

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT:  The Interlocal Cooperation Agreement (ILCA) has been reviewed by DNR legal counsel.  A review by the Sponsors was held and revisions were discussed and added to the draft.  The Sponsors’ contributions to meet the commitment in the ILCA will be $258,000.00.  Sponsors will need to have the approval of their boards before the agreement can be signed.  After all approvals have occurred, the signature process can begin.  The agreement becomes effective when all signatures have been obtained.

PHASE III OPERATING PLAN:  The Phase III Operating Plan was reviewed and suggested revisions were presented.  (Kent Miller joined the meeting via phone.)

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the 2009-2012 Operating Plan as revised.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 2, 2009, 10:00 AM, in North Platte.  Meetings have also been scheduled for November 6, 2009, in Kearney and January 6, 2010 in North Platte.
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Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Jeff Shafer – Nebraska Public Power District
Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Thad Kuntz – North Platte and South Platte Natural Resources Districts
Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District
Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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