PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Friday, October 2, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Twin Platte Natural Resources District, 111 South Dewey Street, North Platte NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 MEETING:  Minutes of the September 1, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the September 1, 2009 minutes as presented.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 MEETING:  Minutes of the September 2, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the September 2, 2009 minutes as presented.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of September 24, 2009.  The total debits are $2,906,282.58, with total credits of $3,113,408.37, leaving a balance of $207,125.79.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for approval of payment.  1) HDR Engineering - $6,842.15.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the HDR bill as presented.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

SELECTION OF OPTION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF MODEL FOR COHYST AND CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT USES:  The options to address the layer issues which were listed in the minutes of the August 6th meeting were reviewed.  It was decided to defer this question until progress was made on other issues.  The question of how conjunctive management might integrate with COHYST was discussed.

An Ad Hoc committee to identify the process for possibly integrating the conjunctive management modeling effort and the COHYST modeling effort and recommend how financial and technical issues would be resolved, was appointed and consists of Thad Kuntz, Duane Woodward, Jeff Shafer, Doug Hallum, Jim Schneider, Brian Barels and Ron Bishop.  The Ad Hoc Committee will try to develop a recommendation and bring it back to the Sponsors to figure out how to do the integration.  Duane will be the lead on the Ad Hoc Committee.

PEER REVIEW OF THE STEAM DEPLETION FACTORS DERIVED FROM COHYST MODELS FOR THE PLATTE RIVER BELOW ELM CREEK:  Nothing has been done to resolve the question of what the proper modeling parameter should be to represent the stream bed connection to the aquifer.  It is expected that the issue will be addressed during calibration of the models.

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT:  Revisions to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement were reviewed with the Sponsors.  Some problems were expressed concerning item No. 4 regarding unanimous and simple majority votes.  It was the feeling that this would cause delays.  After considerable discussion, a revision was proposed which was supported by all of the Sponsors.  The agreement will be updated with the revisions discussed and will be sent to all Sponsors for approval by individual boards.  A document will then be circulated for signatures.

SENIOR HYDROLOGIST CONTRACT:  A draft of the Senior Hydrologist contract was reviewed with the Sponsors but had not been discussed with Gary Lewis.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve a three month extension of the HDR contract, subject to the Contract Committee (Ron Bishop, Jim Schneider, Brian Barels, and Don Kraus) approval of the budget.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  Voting by roll call vote Ron Bishop, Don Kraus, Keith Koupal, Brian Barels, John Thorburn and Kent Miller voted in favor.  Jim Schneider, Ron Cacek and Rod Horn voted no.  The motion carried.

WORK PLAN FOR BASEFLOW CALIBRATION AND PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR BASEFLOW CALCULATION:  Duane reported on a meeting held regarding baseflow issues.  At the last Technical Committee model updates were discussed and they recommended Jesse as coordinator of baseflows, Doug Hallum in charge of water levels, etc., and Mark Groff heads up water budget.  Another meeting will be held later this month.

Jim Schneider raised a concern that there may be tasks identified that are beneficial but not needed for calibration.  Work on baseflow efforts will be done this month and a draft plan will be brought back to the Sponsors at the next COHYST meeting which will identify the base flow needs for calibration and also identify future research areas that might be useful.

FLATWATER PROPOSAL FOR CALCULATION OF PUMPING, RECHARGE, ETC.:  Not covered

APPROACH TO ENSURE QUALITY OF COHYST MODELS IN WESTERN, CENTRAL AND EASTERN MODEL AREAS:  This concerns peer review and will be addressed during the discussion of the Senior Hydrologist’s contract.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  A budget identifying contributions from Sponsors was prepared when the Environmental Trust grant application was submitted.  The grant is for a two year period. 

MODELER REPORT:  No report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  A copy of Dick Luckey’s report was distributed to the Sponsors.  Concerns with the report were raised regarding development of recharge numbers to the Offset Calculator without discussing it with the Technical Committee or Sponsors.  Discussion was also held that there should be a more comprehensive approach to archiving.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for November 6, 2009, 10:00 AM, in Kearney at NPPD’s office.  Meetings have also been scheduled for January 6, 2010, 8:30 AM and February 3, 2010, 9:00 AM, both in North Platte.
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Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Tina Kurtz – North Platte Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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