PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 1, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Vice Chairman Ron bishop opened the meeting held in Lincoln at the Department of Natural Resources.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – Not represented
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 5, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the June 5, 2009 minutes as presented.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  Don Kraus abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no expenditures.

PEER REVIEW OF THE STREAM DEPLETION FACTORS DERIVED FROM COHYST MODELS FOR THE PLATTE RIVER BELOW ELM CREEK:  A list of five questions related to a model entry (RBOT) was distributed along with other handouts.  The DNR’s position is that the assumption used for the RBOT is questionable and needs to be peer reviewed as it seems it has a potential to change the stream depletion factor results considerably.  The five questions referred to the RBOT issue which represents the elevation at which the river becomes disconnected from the aquifer. 

The questions presented are the beginning of the scope of work.  The Sponsors are to get comments or questions to Jim or Duane so the scope of work can be developed.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  The Interlocal Agreement revisions were reviewed with the Sponsors. Questions were raised concerning paragraph 4 “unanimous approval of all COHYST directors”.  Some supported “unanimous approval of all COHYST directors present” since attendance by all directors at each meeting is uncertain.  Clarification of alternates and telephonic meetings were discussed.

Also discussed was the second to last sentence which adds “approval of any contracts, task orders, studies. . .”.  Other questions were raised and it was suggested that the agreement be presented at the next meeting.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to table the Interlocal Agreement until the next meeting on August 5, 2009.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  Don Kraus voted no.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PHASE III OPERATING PLAN:  Revisions to the Phase III Operating Plan were reviewed with the Sponsors.  The Plan now has four sections instead of five.  They are:  (1) Purpose; (2) Goals and Objectives; (3) Study Organization and (4) Workflow and Project Implementation.  Considerable discussion was held on the changes.  The assignment of project coordinators and their responsibilities were reviewed in detail.  Tasks would go to the Technical Committee and they in turn would provide oversight and feedback to the projects.  Sponsors are asked to read the plan before the next meeting and provide comments.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  A copy of the Cost Estimate for Development of Pumping and Recharge Datasets for the COHYST Groundwater Model from 1950—2005 was distributed.  Best estimates were presented last meeting and did not include the work from Flatwater.  This will be included in the budget for 2009-2010.  An application to the Nebraska Environmental Trust to cover some of the work was discussed.

MODELER REPORT:  No report

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  No report

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 5, 2009 in Lincoln.  Meetings have also been scheduled for September 2, 2009, October 7, 2009 and November 6, 2009, all in Kearney.


PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 7/1/09

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Don Kraus- Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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