PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Friday, May 1, 2009 – 10:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District - Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Not represented
South Platte NRD – Not represented
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 3, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the April 3, 2009 minutes as presented.  Rich Holloway seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no expenditures to approve.  

It was noted that a modelers’ workshop for Groundwater Vista has been scheduled for May 19-21, 2009 and the cost will be $6,500.00 plus travel in the amount of $1000.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve costs related to the workshop for Groundwater Vista in the amount of $7,500.00 as presented above.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

UPPER BIG BLUE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT:  A letter dated April 16, 2009 was received from the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District withdrawing from the Cooperative Hydrology Study effective immediately.  As indicated in the letter, Upper Big Blue will pay their fair share of the work completed.  A bill for Upper Big Blue’s contribution to COHYST will be sent in the near future.

RECOMMENDATION FROM SENIOR HYROLOGIST(S):  Extensive discussions were held relating to the Conjunctive Management model, multiple layers and combining the Central Model Unit with the Eastern Model Unit.  It was the consensus of the Sponsors that the Central Model Unit and the Eastern Model Unit be merged and then calibrated.  Both Gary Lewis and Courtney Hemenway recommended using Eagle Resources to do this work.  There was some discussion on work on the Western Model Unit but that issue will be discussed further when the North Platte NRD and South Platte NRD are present.  A proposal from Eagle Resources will be circulated to the Sponsors for review with cost information removed.  A conference call will be set up mid-month to review potential changes to the scope of work.

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT EXTENSION:  Dick Luckey’s contract expires June 30, 2009 and discussion was held on an extension of his contract.  Need to work on the operation plan before deciding on Dick’s contract extension.  Dick would provide support for the Hydrology Sponsors efforts.

PHASE III OPERATION PLAN:  The Operating Plan should be ready in the next thirty days 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  The Interlocal Agreement will be revised and brought back for the Sponsors to review.  Pam Anderson with DNR will work on language relating to delegation of authority.  It was noted that the budget needs to be done by next month.  A schedule of contributions was also discussed so those costs can be included in budget approvals that are in progress.

MODELER REPORT:  No report

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for May 18, 2009.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 5, 2009, at Central Community College in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for July 1, 2009, August 5, 2009 and September 2, 2009, with locations to be announced later.


PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST 5/1/09

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
Gary Lewis – HDR Engineering, Inc.
Courtney Hemmenway – Hemmenway Groundwater Engineering
Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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