PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Friday, November 6, 2009 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held at the Nebraska Public Power District, 900 4th Avenue, Kearney, NE.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Doug Hallum
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
North Platte NRD – Not represented
South Platte NRD – Rod Horn
Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented
City of Grand Island – Not represented
City of North Platte – Not represented
City of Scottsbluff – Not represented
NE Farm Bureau – Not represented
NE Water Resources Association – Not represented
Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented
NE Water Users – Not represented

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF October 2, 2009 MEETING:  Minutes of the October 2, 2009 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the October 2, 2009 minutes as e-mailed.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Doug Hallum abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for approval of payment.  1) High Plains Hydrology - $7,721.67.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the High Plains Hydrology bill as presented.  Rich Holloway seconded the motion.  Suggestions were made that Dick Luckey’s work should be tied to a budget estimate for areas such as base flow determination, cycle well program revisions, and training.  Brian Barels abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE REGARDING INTEGRATION OF CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT WORK AND COHYST WORK:  The committee met on October 26th at the Central Platte NRD to discuss what the process would look like.  They reviewed the Conjunctive Water Management (CWM) tool development process and recommended that the COHYST regional models be capable of tracking and accounting changes in base flow from pumping or discontinued pumping of a single well.

The group also discussed the conceptual model needed to do the analysis and if the current COHYST models or CWM model could provide the analysis with updates.  The possibility of a need for development of sub-regional models or an analytical tool was discussed.

It was recommended that work continue on the integration of the work efforts.

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT:  An update on the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement was presented.  It has been signed by Game and Parks and Central.  The signature process will continue as each entity approves the agreement.

FLATWATER PROPOSAL FOR CALCULATION OF PUMPING, RECHARGE, ETC.:  Flatwater is continuing work on development of the water balance for the CWM tool.  Funding must be received from the Environmental Trust before expanding the work to cover the earlier years.  Duane updated the Sponsors on the meeting of the Baseflow Work Group held September 30th where a work plan outline was discussed.  

APPROACH TO ENSURE QUALITY OF COHYST MODELS IN WESTERN, CENTRAL AND EASTERN MODEL AREAS:  The senior hydrologist role was discussed.  Questions were raised about expanding and adding other people for this.  The Senior Hydrologist will have a limited role for the next three months.  Discussion about the long term duties of a Senior Hydrologist was deferred until the next meeting.

SENIOR HYDROLOGIST CONTRACT:  Amendment No. 3 was reviewed with the Sponsors.  Amendment No. 2 expired on September 30th and due to a delay in meeting schedules, Amendment No. 3 will extend the contract to February 28, 2010.  The contract calls for payment at the 2010 rate after January 1, making the contract total $145,387.12.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 3 with HDR Engineering for continuation of the contract until February 28, 2010 and payment at the 2010 rate after January 1.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

WORK PLAN FOR BASEFLOW CALCULATION AND PROJECT COORDINATOR FOR BASEFLOW CALCULATION:  The subject of appointing a Project Coordinator for the baseflow calculation was discussed.  An outline of the Baseflow Work Group Meeting held September 30th was distributed and Duane updated the Sponsors on discussions held at the meeting.  

At the last Sponsors’ meeting it was reported that a draft work plan would be prepared but this has not yet been completed.  The handout outlined the development of the work plan and steps that need to be taken.  It also covered developing a schedule of resources and times (including the QA/QC process review); and discussion of future Work Group meetings.  

Appointment of a coordinator was deferred.

BUDGET JULY 1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010:  The subject of the budget for 2009-2010 was deferred.  Ron will send out interim billings to Sponsors for their contributions for 2009-2010.

MODELER REPORT:  No report

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  No report

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 6, 2010, 8:30 AM in North Platte.  Meetings have also been scheduled for February 3, 2010, 9:00 AM, in North Platte and a tentative date of either March 3rd or 4th.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District
Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District
Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District
Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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