PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Central Community College.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Kevin Koupal

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 29, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the August 29, 2008 minutes.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no report

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for approval.
AMENDMENT TO HDR CONTRACT:  The revised Amendment No. 1 to the HDR Contract was reviewed with the Sponsors.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 1 to the HDR Contract as revised.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

GOALS FOR COHYST:  The revised listing of goals for COHYST was distributed and discussed.  A section called “COHYST Purpose” was added to the beginning of the list of goals.  DNR will take the document and expand on the goals before the October 20th meeting of the Sponsors.  Jim distributed a “Technical Project Flowchart” for the Sponsors to review.

Jim Schneider and Jennifer Schellpeper reported that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) cannot legally participate as part of an interlocal agreement.  It was noted that if DNR is under contract with COHYST, then DNR would have no vote.  DNR may request an Attorney General’s office opinion on the issue.  DNR will also consider support for a possible legislative change so that state agencies could participate in interlocal agreements.  Further investigation into this will be conducted.

Discussion was held regarding whether COHYST should review other studies or models and provide an opinion regarding how useful the project may be, the “pros and cons” of the model/study and any concerns.  This issue will be discussed at the next meeting.

Also questions were raised regarding the purpose, hours, costs and deliverables of the COHSYT models.  
STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  The Sponsors reviewed the meeting notes from the Technical Committee Meeting held on September 28, 2008.  Extensive discussion was held on item No. 2 which is the runoff model and item No. 3 which is to update/develop COHYST work tasks to incorporate the new model calibration to achieve the revised goals and study objectives.

Upgrading the computer software from 6.0 to 6.5 or the purchase of new groundwater Vista software was discussed.

2008-2009 BUDGET:  The budget will be discussed at the October 20th meeting after the tasks have been developed.  It was suggested that the Sponsors look at a two year budget.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey’s report was distributed to the Sponsors prior to the meeting.  Other modeling activity was discussed earlier in meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be held October 17th.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 20, 2008 at Nebraska Public Power District, Kearney, NE.  Meetings have also been scheduled for November 7, 2008, 10:00 AM, at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney, December 10, 2008, and January 12, 2009, location to be announced later.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  10/7/08

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District 

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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