PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Friday, August 1, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not Represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not Represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 18, 2008 meeting and the July 14, 2008 Conference Call were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the June 18, 2008 and July 14, 2008 Conference Call minutes.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Also a copy of the minutes of the Contract Committee conference call of July 14, 2008 were sent out to the Sponsors and reflects the approval of the agreements with HDR and DNR.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  It was reported that bills in the amount of $31,592.52 are due for payment.  
REPORT ON STREAMFLOW DEPLETION BY NRD FOR GAINED AND LOST GROUNDWATER IRRIGATED LAND AFTER JULY 1, 1997:  Edits to Table 3 of the report were incorporated into the report and the report is now on the COHYST website.

STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  At the Technical Committee Workshop discussion was held on the list of items to look at as far as revisions to the models.  Changes are being incorporated into the model such as River packages, stream packages, looking at base flows and how the base flows that DNR was finishing compared to what is coming out of the models.  The Western Model Unit base flows are basically finished and are waiting for information for comparison. Supplemental pumpage was waiting on the COHYST acres.  Supplemental pumping numbers have been put together based on estimates of actual crop water used versus CROPSIM results.  

ARCHIVING COHYST MEETING MINUTES:  Doug Hallum asked if it was appropriate to make the COHYST minutes available on the website.  After discussion, it was decided that Doug should archive the COHYST meeting minutes.  

The Technical Committee minutes were also discussed as to whether there should be a set of minutes for Technical Committee meetings.  The Sponsors supported the idea of minutes and discussion was held on whether someone other than committee members should keep minutes for their meetings and if they should also be made available on the website.  It was suggested that someone keep a summary of bullet points, action taken, and decisions made by the Committee.  The agenda will also be sent to Sponsors.

OFFSET ACCOUNTING DISCUSSION:  This item was for discussion only.  Jim said he is getting requests for offsets as they relate to the groundwater system in terms of accounting for something like the retirement of groundwater irrigation acres or additional induced recharge to provide offsets for the post 1997 depletions and how that will be accomplished.  

2008-2009 BUDGET:  There needs to be more done regarding tasks before a budget can be developed.  

AMENDMENT TO MODELER AGREEMENT – NPPD:  An amendment to the modeler agreement with NPPD was presented for review.  Several changes were suggested – 1) section 1 Modeler Services, now reads “   contractor to the Hydrology Sponsors   “ and should read “   contractor to NPPD   “; 2) section 2 Modeler Costs – change rates from $40 to $43 and $60 to $64; and 3) section 4 Term, change date to December 31, 2008.

After discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amendment to the Modeler Agreement with NPPD, subject to the changes noted.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests.

MODELER REPORTS:  This was covered under the Technical Committee report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane presented the Technical Committee report as follows:

· Clint finished the final draft of the Central Model Unit report and it has been reviewed.

· At the Technical Committee workshop five COHYST management goals were identified along with four data goals and five tool goals.  (See attached)

· The Technical Committee will put in order of priority, clarify and bring back to the August 29th COHSYT meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 29, 2008, 10:00 AM at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  Meetings were also scheduled for October 7, 2008 and November 7, 2008, 10:00 AM, locations to be announced later. 
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District
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Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
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Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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