PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Friday, August 29, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 1, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  It was noted that the Report on Streamflow Depletion by NRD for Gained and Lost Groundwater Irrigated Land After July 1, 1997 was posted “on the COHYST FTP site” and should have read “on the COHYST website”.
Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the August 1, 2008 minutes with the correction as noted above.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  August 28, 2008.  The total debits are $2,669,097.68, with total credits of $2,898,632.62, leaving a balance of $229,534.94.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Two bills for contract work were paid to: 1) High Plains Hydrology - $5,831.45; and 2) HDR Engineering - $4,599.34.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and approve the payment of the bills listed above.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
Billings to Sponsors will be sent out before the end of the year.

AMENDMENT TO HDR CONTRACT:  Amendment No. 1 to the agreement between COHYST and HDR Engineering was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The current contract amount will be exceeded soon and this amendment will address this issue.  Questions were raised regarding Gary and Courtney’s attendance at meetings; whether the scope of work in amendment No.1 was in conflict with the scope of work in the base agreement; and the revised Schedule “R” rates should be actual dollar amounts instead of $2.83 x raw salary beginning in 2009.  A revised draft will be developed and sent to the Sponsors.  The HDR contract will be on the agenda for the October 7th Sponsors meeting.

GOALS FOR COHYST:  A new draft of the COHSYT Goals was distributed and reviewed.  The Technical Committee reviewed the original draft and clarified some of the goals.  Discussion then concerned reorganization of goals and all Sponsors are asked to look at the goals and get comments to Brian in the next 30 days so another draft can be developed.
STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  Minutes of the last Technical Committee meeting were distributed to the Sponsors and reviewed.  The Sponsors would like more effort from the Technical Committee in keeping them informed as to the Committee’s activities.  Issues that may need Sponsor input should be “teed up” with discussion of the pros and cons and brought back to the Sponsors.

2008-2009 BUDGET:  Duane distributed a work plan with preliminary numbers for the 2008-2009 budget.  Discussion was held on scheduling a meeting on October 20th to finalize goals prior to setting a budget.  Don will check with Gary Lewis and/or Courtney Hemenway to see if their schedules would allow them to attend the meeting.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests.

MODELER REPORTS:  Duane receives monthly modeling reports from Kevin, Dick and Doug.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Dick is working on the Western Model Unit regarding percent depletion by model cell.  The next Technical Committee meeting will be September 26th.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 7, 2008, 10:00 AM at Central Community College in Kearney, 3519 Second Avenue.  Meetings have also been scheduled for October 20, 2008 and November 7, 2008, 10:00 AM, at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  Also a meeting was scheduled for December 10, 2008, location to be announced later.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  8/29/08

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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