PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 20, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the October 7, 2008 minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  September 25, 2008.  The total debits are $2,676,265.89, with total credits of $2,898,632.62, leaving a balance of $222,366.73.  
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Bills presented for payment were as follows: 1) EMSI for GMS annual maintenance - $901.87; 2) High Plains Hydrology - $3,000.00; 3) Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District - $83.21; 4) Upper Big Blue NRD - $691.30; and 4) HDR Engineering - $5,495.23.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and approve the payment of the bills listed above.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
DNR CONCERNS WITH INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Concerns were expressed from the Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) regarding their authority to participate in an Interlocal Agreement.  The main question was regarding how state funding is spent and if it falls within state requirements.

GOALS FOR COHYST:  A draft of an outline for a potential COHYST Charter was distributed and discussed.  The outline included background, accomplishments to date, future purposes and goals, and COHYST structure.  Considerable discussion was held on whether goals are shared among all COHYST sponsors or specific to a few sponsors.
2008-2009 BUDGET:  The budget will be developed after goals are set.

Jim Schneider, Duane Woodward, Brian Barels, John Thorburn, and Don Kraus were appointed to make revisions to the COHYST Charter outline and clarify how the Sponsors want the COHYST process to work.  One question was how to deal with revisions to the COHYST model completed by parties outside of COHYST.  One option would be to use that revised model to update prior COHYST studies.  A second option would transfer the revisions to COHYST and update the COHYST studies using revised COHYST models.  The potential utility of the Conjunctive Management Study was discussed.

Secondly, how do you deal with projects where you have major/minor goals.  Steps need to be identified for the goals.

DNR legal counsel will investigate potential changes to the current Interlocal Agreement making it more acceptable to DNR.

The Sponsors meeting which was scheduled for December 10, 2008 was changed to December 5th so that the South Platte Coalition can meet on December 10th.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Pam Anderson – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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