PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Grand Island at the offices of Central Platte Natural Resources District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 28, 2008 and February 8, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed  to the group.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the January 28, 2008 and February 8, 2008 minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  February 28, 2008.  The total debits are $2,558,566.44, with total credits of $2,591.698.12, leaving a balance of $33,131.68.  Billings will go out to Sponsors within the next thirty days.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) Parsons Engineering - $6,702.98; 2) High Plains Hydrology - $7,277.91;; 3) Twin Platte NRD, GW modeler - $1,219.99; 4) North Platte NRD, GW modeler – $4,531.08; 5) Nebraska Public Power District, modeler - $4,956.84; 6) Mastercard, GMS software – $95.00; 7) Eagle Resources, review - $1,468.80; and 8) Dunbar/Peterson, insurance - $2,323.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills listed above.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
DICK LUCKEY TASK AMENDMENTS:  Discussion was held regarding Dick Luckey’s memo which indicated that funding available under Task 1 of his contract would be at approximately $2500 by March 1.  Discussion was held regarding an increase in the Task 1 funding in the range of $20,000 to $30,000.  This was deferred until after discussion is held on Agenda Item 9 (Status of Evaluation of Potential Revisions to COHYST Models).

Report on Streamflow Depletion by NRD for Gained and Lost Groundwater Irrigated Land after July 1, 1997:  A copy of the report with edits from the Technical Committee was distributed to the Sponsors.  The question of how soon comments were to be provided (if any) was discussed.  The comments will be addressed at the next Sponsors meeting on May 5th.  However, all comments should be provided to Duane Woodward by April 21st if possible.

GMS SOFTWARE COST INCREASE:  An invoice from Environmental Modeling Systems, Inc. (ems-i) of South Jordan, Utah, for GMS annual maintenance fees was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The total amount for the GMS maintenance was $4,051.60.  Recent problems with the GMS software were reviewed along with software that could replace GMS.  This was deferred to the Technical Committee for further investigation and will be brought back to the Sponsors at the next meeting.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS:  Responses were received from the consultants (Gary Lewis, Courtney Hemmenway and Eric Lappala) regarding the questions raised at the January 28th meeting.  The responses were reviewed with the Sponsors.  Questions arose concerning the uncertainty.  After considerable discussion, it was suggested that the Technical Committee deal with the issue of uncertainty and other issues identified in the three memos and bring back recommendations on how to deal with them.

The following issues were among the suggestions to consider:

1.
What is the size of the uncertainty?  What are possible ways to reduce the uncertainty?

2.
Should a smaller model be used for this kind of evaluation?

3.
When should conservative versus average assumptions be used?

4.
Should smaller cell sizes be used along streams?

STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  A memo from Ann Bleed had been distributed to the Sponsors in regard to the future path of COHYST.  Discussions were held on the four model limitations of COHSYT as outlined in the memo and the work efforts currently being formulated by the Technical Committee to address these issues.  It was noted that placing these projects on a Project Schedule Chart would be helpful.  Duane will prepare a summary for the next meeting.

The question of how the integrated management studies currently being conducted by HDR will interface with the COHSYT models now and into the future was discussed.  After lengthy discussion, it was agreed that Duane Woodward will prepare an integration chart which describes how the COHSYT work efforts will proceed to address the four issues noted in the DNR memo and how the work by HDR to develop integrated management tools (including development of revised, calibrated COHYST model covering a significant portion of the COHYST area) will use COHYST work products.

DICK LUCKEY TASK AMENDMENTS continued:  After discussion, John Thorburn made the motion to reallocate existing budgeted funds for Dick Luckey for up to $20,000.00 for Task 1.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey’s report was sent to the Sponsors.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be March 26, 2008.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 5, 2008, at Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for June 18, 2008, location to be announced at a later date.
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Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Bob Bettger – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bittner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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