PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 18, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 5, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the May 5, 2008 minutes.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  June 9, 2008.  The total debits are $2,619,774.18, with total credits of $2,801,496.87, leaving a balance of $181,722.69.  
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Three bills were presented for approval of payment on June 26, 2008: 1) Parsons Engineering Science - $3,337.07; 2) High Plains Technology - $3,629.78; and 3) Upper Big Blue NRD - $1,956.24.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills listed above.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
Technical Support Services Agreement – NDNR:  A draft of an agreement with Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The current agreement expires on June 30, 2008 and the new agreement runs from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011.  One change was suggested in Article 3 where it reads “senior hydrologist” and should be changed to “Technical Services Coordinator”.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the agreement with NDNR for Technical Support Services with the change as presented and subject to Contract Committee review.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

HDR Contract:  A draft of a contract with HDR for consultant services was reviewed with the Sponsors.  Several changes were suggested to make the contract similar to the agreement with Parsons: 1) change name from Central Platte Natural Resources District (DISTRICT) to Platte River and Basin Cooperative Hydrology Sponsors’ Committee (HYDROLOGY SPONSORS); 2) change dates in appropriate places; 3) set up the contract on a three year basis to expire July 1, 2011; 4) in Article IX add the original language “. . . which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld”; 5) in Article XV delete the 10% of the contract amount and use the Parson’s contract language.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the contract with HDR, subject to the revisions discussed made by the Contract Committee, after review of the revised contract by the Sponsors.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Report on Streamflow Depletion by NRD for Gained and Lost Groundwater Irrigated Land after July 1, 1997:  A copy of the most recent document was sent out by Dick Luckey.  The Technical Committee reviewed the preface at their last meeting.  Some of the Technical Committee believe there should be additional work done on the document to address deficiencies.

After substantial discussion, Brian Barels made a motion to accept the report with the preface as is with the understanding that the Sponsors will establish a plan to address the limitations that have been described and that when a solution is identified for those limitations, then come back to the Sponsors to make the decisions on what, if anything, the Sponsors do as a result of those investigations.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  

Don Kraus made a motion to amend the motion so that the Sponsors acknowledge the report was received and that the deficiencies be addressed by the Technical Committee before it is brought back to the Sponsors for approval.  The motion died for lack of a second.

John Thorburn stated that there is a mistake in the numbers for the irrigated acres in table 3 and this needs to be corrected.

Upon voting on the original motion, all other members present, voted as follows:  Ron Bishop, Jim Schneider, Brian Barels, Ron Cacek, Rod Horn, John Thorburn, Kent Miller and John Turnbull voted yes.  Don Kraus voted no.  The motion carried.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS:  A goal suggested for the Technical Committee is to investigate the limitations identified in the report, identify the approach to address the limitations, set a time frame and update the Sponsors from time to time.

STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  The Technical Committee will work on this at the upcoming workshop.

2008-2009 BUDGET:  Duane reviewed the Work Plan Schedule with the Sponsors.  More information will be made available before the 2008-2009 budget can be prepared.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests.

MODELER REPORTS:  This was covered during the course of the meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Maintenance of the current GMS 6.0 system will continue for the present time.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 1, 2008, at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for August 29, 2008, at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Jeff Shafer – Nebraska Public Power District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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