PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Friday, December 5, 2008 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop
Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus
South Platte NRD – Not represented
North Platte NRD – Not represented
NE Game & Parks Commission – Keith Koupal
NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider
NE Public Power District – Brian Barels
Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn
Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller
Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull
PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 20, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the October 20, 2008 minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  John Turnbull abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of November 25, 2008.  The total debits are $2,697,146.51, with total credits of $2,898,632.62, leaving a balance of $201,486.11.  It was decided that the October 23, 2008 groundwater model ad for the North Platte NRD in the amount of $350.00 should not be paid by COHYST.  The new balance would then be $201,836.11.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Bills presented for payment were as follows: 1) High Plains Hydrology - $7,778.81.
Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report as modified and approve the payment of the bill listed above.  Jim Schneider seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

It was noted that there needs to be a follow-up regarding tasks and make sure that they are getting done.  A report to the Sponsors regarding the status of each task would be helpful.
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT REVISIONS:  Jim Schneider reported that there should be no problem with DNR participating in the interlocal agreement.  However, DNR is reviewing the document to ensure it meets the statute requirements that relate to interlocal agreements and DNR authority.  Copies of the current Interlocal Agreement and Amendment No. 1 were distributed.
COHYST WORK PLAN:  Jim Schneider, Duane Woodward, Brian Barels, John Thorburn and Don Kraus have been working on the work plan and a draft version was distributed to the Sponsors.  The Coordinating Team consists of the Sponsors, Technical Committee, Senior Hydrologist and Modelers. The concept of a Project Management team being added was presented and reviewed with the Sponsors.  Page 8 (Project Organization) of the work plan was discussed in detail.
After considerable discussion, the Chairman suggested that the committee consisting of those mentioned above would meet after the COHYST Sponsors adjourned and continue to work on the work plan with items presented by the Sponsors.  The goal is to have a draft ready for consideration by the Sponsors on January 12th.
GOALS FOR COHYST:  Not discussed
2008-2009 BUDGET:  Not discussed
MODELER REPORT:  No report
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  A recap of the Technical Committee meeting held on October 17th was distributed to the Sponsors.  The next Technical Committee meeting will be held January 14, 2009.
Discussion was held regarding the update of software for the modelers.  The Technical Committee recommends using groundwater Vista.  Also discussed was the possibility of replacing Dick Luckey’s computer. 

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the purchase of a new computer for Dick Luckey with Duane working up the specifications.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Keith Koupal abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of COHYST is scheduled for January 12, 2009, at the Nebraska Public Power District offices in Kearney beginning at 10:00 AM.  Meetings were also scheduled for February 3 and March 3, 2009, location to be determined.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District 

Keith Koupal – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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