PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, May 5, 2008 – 1:30 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 4, 2008 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  It was noted that there was a typo in the Approval of Expenditures – “North Platte NRD, GW modeler – 44,531.08”, should read $4,531.08.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the March 3, 2008 minutes with the correction as noted.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Ron Bishop made the motion to add Gary Lewis Employment to the agenda for today.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

GARY LEWIS EMPLOYMENT:  A letter from Gary Lewis indicated that he was leaving Parsons Engineering and going to HDR.  Contact will be made with Parsons to cancel the contract with them and develop a contract with HDR about continuing work with Gary through HDR.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Chairman to facilitate whatever needs to be accomplished for Gary Lewis and Courtney Hemmenway to continue to work with COHYST.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  April 24, 2008.  The total debits are $2,591.233.11, with total credits of $2,591,698.12, leaving a balance of $465.01.  Billing to the Sponsors has been mailed out.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) DNR, Technical Support January-March, 2008 - $6,524.68; and 2) UNL, weather station - $1,000.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills listed above.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
Report on Streamflow Depletion by NRD for Gained and Lost Groundwater Irrigated Land after July 1, 1997:  Duane briefed the Sponsors on discussions held by the Technical Committee regarding comments on the report.

After considerable discussion, Rod Horn made the motion to accept the report with Dick Luckey’s updates included and without further review by the Sponsors and the Technical Committee.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  

Further discussion was held resulting in Rod Horn and Ron Cacek withdrawing the motion to accept the report.  Discussion continued regarding the designation of the report as a supplement, a preliminary report or to place a “preface” in the front of the report clarifying any discrepancies in the numbers.

After considerable discussion, John Turnbull made the motion to direct Dick Luckey to finish the edits and have the report available for review by the Technical Committee and ready for the June 18 COHYST meeting for consideration by the Sponsors.  Jim and Duane are to get information to Dick as soon as possible.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All others present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

GMS SOFTWARE COST INCREASE:  Duane reported on the Technical Committee’s investigation into the GMS annual maintenance fees of $4,051.60.  It was suggested that COHYST remain with GMS 6.0 with an annual fee of $4,051.60 for the twelve licenses held by COHYST.  This will be deferred until the June meeting so that the Technical Committee can review further.  Consideration of upgrades for GMS 6.0 will be discussed as the need arises.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS:  Several items were raised in reviewing the consultant’s response to the questions posed at the last Sponsors’ meeting.  The uncertainty question and the need for smaller models and smaller cell sizes along the stream were reviewed.  The Technical Committee will continue to discuss these issues.

STATUS OF EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL REVISIONS TO COHYST MODELS:  Duane distributed copies of COHYST work tasks with assumptions and the issues related to each.  

The questions were raised of how the Conjunctive Management Study effort relates to COHYST, if there may be a duplication of effort in the near future, and if COHSYT should invest in the Conjunctive Management Study approach.  Additional discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of working closer with the Conjunctive Management Study process will be held at the next meeting.

Due to the late hour, the following items did not get addressed. 

2008-2009 BUDGET:  No report

MODELING REQUESTS:  No report

MODELER REPORTS:  No report

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane noted that the ET study by USGS should be available in September.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 18, 2008, at Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for July 29, 2008, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District 

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Gary Mader – Grand Island Utilities

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jeff Shafer – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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