PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 28, 2008 – 1:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 4, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed  to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the December 4, 2007 minutes.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  January 24, 2008.  The total debits are $2,529,990.84, with total credits of $2,591,698.12, leaving a balance of $61,707.28.  He reported that billings will go out this week.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no pending expenditures.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
SUPPORT TO SPONSOR ORGANIZATIONS FROM DICK LUCKEY:  There was nothing new to report.  

Dick’s modeler report dated December 31, 2007 was reviewed with the Committee as to what he has been working on since the last Sponsors meeting.  He completed the draft documentation on the New Depletions by NRD and forwarded it to the Technical Committee for review.  He has also participated in meetings and conference calls and will continue to check on the new modelers to see how they are doing.

COHYST CALIBRATION ISSUES:  A status report on the calibration issues was presented by Duane Woodward.  There were four items identified in the December memo from Jim Schneider as follows:  a)a comparison of simulated 1998-2005 baseflows to the baseflows generated in the New Irrigated Land analysis (late June completion); b)the evaluation of whether increased recharge values applied to irrigated lands was appropriate (late February completion); c) an evaluation of the impacts of supplemental pumpage on the water balance (early May completion); and d) the impacts of not calibrating the development period models to baseflow (late February completion). 

RUNOFF MODEL PROGRESS:  The Woodriver tributary drainage area was selected to implement a curve-number-based surface water runoff model by Gary Lewis.  More time is needed with the Flatwater Group to output the daily data that is needed from CROPSIM for this drainage area.  The project is due to be complete in June 2008.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE – OFFSET CALCULATION TECHNIQUES:  Discussion was held on the use of the COHYST model to calculate the offsets associated with the conversion of a surface water irrigated tract of land to groundwater.  The initial calculations by the Central Platte Natural Resources District indicate a credit of approximately 90 af may be available to transfer to a new consumptive use.  Questions were raised about the methodology used.  Considerable discussion followed regarding possible ways that COHYST might provide some guidance on the issue.

Ron Bishop made a motion to use COHYST funding to have Gary Lewis, Courtney Hemmenway and Eric Lappala do an evaluation on the question of the potential offset credits that may be created from the transfer of irrigation from surface water to groundwater.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.

After considerable discussion, Rod Horn called for the question.  Upon voting on the call for the question, the following voted therefore:  Central Platte NRD passed, Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, Department of Natural Resources, Game and Parks Commission, Nebraska Public Power District, North Platte NRD and Twin Platte NRD voted no.  South Platte NRD, Tri-Basin NRD and Upper Big Blue NRD voted yes.  The call for the question was defeated.

After further discussion, the following Sponsors voted on the original motion: Central Platte NRD, Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Nebraska Public Power District, and the North Platte NRD voted yes.  South Platte NRD, Tri-Basin NRD and Upper Big Blue NRD voted no.  The motion was declared carried.

Mike Drain and Duane Woodward will contact other technical committee members that can work readily on the question before February 8th.  Another meeting/conference call will be held on February 8th.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Modeler reports were covered earlier in the meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee is working on percent depletion by model node and archiving model information.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 4, 2008, location to be announced.  A meeting has also been scheduled for May 5, 2008, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Jennifer Schellpeper – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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