PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 9, 2007 meeting and the telephone conference call of October 26, 2007 were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the October 9, 2007 minutes with a modification to reflect that COHYST will pay for updates to the State’s ARC View license, and to also approve the October 26, 2007 conference call minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  November 21, 2007.  The total debits are $2,493,825.74 with total credits of $2,591,698.12, leaving a balance of $97,872.38.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no pending expenditures.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
SUPPORT TO SPONSOR ORGANIZATIONS FROM DICK LUCKEY:  The question of how much support for the sponsor organizations is anticipated from Dick Luckey for projects that may not be COHYST related.    A contract should be in place so that Dick can be brought in to work on projects for sponsor organizations.  This would not be a no-charge basis.  After discussions, the Chairman reported that he would work with Dick Luckey to develop an agreement to make support available and bring it back to the Sponsors at the next meeting.

COHYST CALIBRATION ISSUES:  A memo from Jim Schneider to Ann Bleed regarding “Limitations in COHYST Models and Study Results” dated November 30, 2007 was reviewed with the Sponsors.  Four model limitations were reviewed and recommendations to address the limitations were presented.

The Sponsors wanted Dick Luckey to review the issues raised in the memo and recommend a priority for addressing them.  If there were issues that would not take a lot of time, they should be addressed now, after review with the Technical Committee and Courtney Hemenway.  If more time were required, a plan would be developed.  

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey’s report was distributed and discussed.  Dick has been working on new depletions by Natural Resources District, checking input datasets, working with Kevin Spelts, reviewing Julie Gogoi’s work on the Gering well field, and attended the Technical Committee meeting on November 13th.  He will continue to check on the new modelers to see how they are doing.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting held on November 13 in Lincoln.  Items discussed were: a) updates on new depletions modeling work, b) status report on the Eastern Model Unit and the Central Model Unit model documentation, c) task 7002 runoff modeling, d) Sponsors concerns with model limitations of new depletion analysis, e) task 6003 stream depletion % modeling by NRD, f) task 4120 groundwater model assessment 1997-2005, and g) task 4041 model archives/databases.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 29, 2008, at the Nebraska Public Power District office in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for March 4, 2008, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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