PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 5, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the December 5, 2006 minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of     January 25, 2007.  The total debits are $2,287,652.05 with total credits of $2,355,973.24, leaving a balance of $68,321.19.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for approval of payment.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

U.S.G.S. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT EXTENSION:  An extension to the Cooperative Agreement between the U.S.G.S. and the Hydrology Sponsors for the groundwater modeling support project was presented.  The agreement would be extended through September 30, 2007 and increase the agreement by $10,000.00.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the U.S.G.S. Cooperative Agreement extension as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

BILLING STATUS – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  The report for the State of Nebraska is complete and the State will be billed in the near future.

FULLY APPROPRIATED STUDY PROGRESS:  Dick Luckey had e-mailed out the latest version of the Fully Appropriated Study prior to the meeting.  He explained the changes that were made since the last version was distributed.  The Study is close to completion and Dick expects it will be ready for internal review by mid-February.

A question was presented asking if a pre-development baseline model is needed and how much difference it will make.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no new modeling requests. There was a question from the stakeholders group regarding the time required for developing a sub-model for Twin Platte NRD and also how long would it take for Twin Platte NRD to get the input data from COHYST.

MODELER REPORTS:  An update on the progress of the fully appropriated model was discussed earlier in the meeting.  Clint Carney will soon start working on documentation for the model.

2007-2010 WORK PLAN:  Duane distributed copies of the draft work plan for 2007-2010.  The different tasks from Phase II were copied into a new spreadsheet and 2005-2006 were dropped.  Duane reviewed each series and the importance of each task as it pertains to the budget.

BUDGET 2006-2007, 2007-2008:  Budget discussions were held for 2006-2007 and an exhibit was distributed with fiscal costs for 2007.  Estimates for 2008 and 2009 were discussed also but will be deferred to a later date.  Contributions from Sponsors to cover the costs for 2007 were listed at the same percentage rate as stated in Amendment #1 of the Interlocal Agreement as follows:  

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission
 6%
$12,180.00

Tri-Basin NRD

 6%
$12,180.00

South Platte NRD

 6%
$12,180.00

Upper Big Blue NRD
 6%
$12,180.00

Twin Platte NRD

 7%
$14,210.00

North Platte NRD

 9%
$18,720.00

Cent. NE Public Power & ID
12.5%
$25,375.00

Nebraska Public Power Dist.
12.5%
$25,375.00

Central Platte NRD
14.5%
$29,435.00

NE Dept. of Natural Resources
20.5%
$41,615.00
Total


$203,000.00
Ron Bishop made the motion to adopt the 2006-2007 budget and the Sponsor contributions as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
The Technical Committee will consider the following items before the next COHYST meeting:  1) item 3(e) base flow; 2) item 3(f) cost of developing a depletion number (percentage number over a period of time) for each square mile in each NRD; 3) look at analysis of impacts to stream of using either a monthly model or other analysis; 4) develop cost information on maintenance of both model and database; and 5) evaluate the cost of routing water using the COHYST model versus a surface water runoff model.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be February 21, 2007.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 27, 2007, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for April 17, 2007, at NPPD in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – High Plain Hydrology, LLC

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Steve Peterson – U.S. Geological Survey

Courtney Hemenway – Hemenway Groundwater Engineering, Inc.

Clint Carney – Nebraska Public Power District

James Cannia – U.S. Geological Survey

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Keith Koupal –Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Jim Goeke – University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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