PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 11, 2007 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Grand Island at the offices of Central Platte Natural Resources District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 14, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the May 14, 2007 minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 24, 2007.  The total debits are $2,357,609.98 with total credits of $2,355,973.24, leaving a balance of ($1,636.74).  Sponsors were recently billed for the 2006-2007 fiscal year.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were two bills presented for approval of payment. 1) Parsons - $5,601.12 and 2) High Plains Hydrology - $7,638.58.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and the payment of the above expenses.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  John Turnbull abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 4 – DICK LUCKEY:  Revised Task Authorization No. 4 with High Plains Hydrology was reviewed with the Sponsors.  A minor change to Section III to correct a date will be made prior to signing the authorization.

CENTRAL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS:  Central’s accounting department has requested that Central be reimbursed for secretarial services and travel for Judy Hunt when providing secretarial services for the Sponsors.  An agreement or memorandum of understanding for secretarial services and travel effective July 1, 2007 for Judy Hunt will be presented at the next regular meeting of the Sponsors.

BILLING STATUS – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  Billing will be sent to the State of Nebraska in the near future.

FULLY APPROPRIATED STUDY PROGRESS:  A revised copy of the Fully Appropriated Study was sent to the Sponsors.  Considerable discussion was held and it was the consensus of the Sponsors that a joint meeting with the Technical Committee should be scheduled.  The next Technical Committee meeting is set for July 12 in Lincoln.  Don Kraus will investigate the possibility of a joint meeting on July 12 beginning at 8:00 AM and hold the meeting in Kearney if the Technical Committee agrees to the change of location.

2007-2010 WORK PLAN:  There was nothing to report.

BUDGET 2007-2008:  A spreadsheet was distributed and reviewed.  Some revisions were suggested which would lower task #7002 from $130,000 to $40,000 and lower the total budget of $472,000 for 2007-2008 to $432,000.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the 2007-2008 budget of $432,000.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.

Kent Miller made a motion to postpone the vote on the motion until the July 17, 2007 Sponsors meeting for clarification on several issues.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

The original motion will be on the agenda for the July 17, 2007 meeting.
MODELING REQUESTS: There were no requests.

MODELER REPORTS:  There was no report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be July 12, 2007.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for, July 17, 2007 at 10:00 AM at the Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  Meetings were also scheduled for: August 16, 2007 at the Nebraska Public Power District offices in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  6/11/07

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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