PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 9, 2007 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 16, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the August 16, 2007 minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  September 27, 2007.  The total debits are $2,446,328.58 with total credits of $2,487,923.24, leaving a balance of $41,594.66.  The State has been billed $40,790.95 for over appropriated and fully appropriated work and $62,983.93 for new depletions work.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) Upper Big Blue NRD - $1,173.00; 2) High Plains Hydrology - $7,410.00; 3) Parsons Engineering Science - $335.49; 4) EMS-1 Software - $787.50; and5) High Plains Hydrology - $7,245.00.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills listed above.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
PRESENTATION AT NARD CONFERENCE:  Discussions were held on the brochure distributed by the NARD and the presentation by Duane Woodward regarding COHYST model results at the conference.  One concern was the lack of mention of the limitations of the COHYST model during the presentation.  Other concerns were raised as to whether the brochure fairly represents the status of the COHYST models and whether the Sponsors should respond.  John Turnbull agreed to add to the brochure that it is not a COHYST product.  The following issues related to potential limitations of the COHYST models were discussed: 1. There appears to be “increasing base flow” in the model without a change in pumping.  2. Supplemental wells are not included in model results and therefore impacts assumed to be zero.  3. Is the additional recharge added to the model justified.  4. The development period models were not calibrated to streamflow.  5. A question was raised as to whether the COHYST stream bed in the model is higher than actual.  These issues will be deferred to the Technical Committee and they will report back at the next Sponsors’ meeting.

REIMBURSEMENT OF ADVERTISING EXPENSE:  The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District has been reporting the advertising expense as in-kind and is asking that COHYST reimburse the cost of advertising which runs approximately $400 per year.  Currently the meeting ads are placed in the Scottsbluff, North Platte, Grand Island and Lincoln papers.  The Chairman will investigate as to the need to advertise in four papers.  After discussion, it was decided that future advertising expenses will be billed to COHYST.

MODELER AGREEMENT – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  A modeler Agreement with the State of Nebraska was presented for approval.  The agreement makes available up to 140 hours per month of groundwater modeler Doug Hallum’s time for the period from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2009.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the Modeler Agreement with the State of Nebraska as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
MODELER AGREEMENTS - NORTH PLATTE NRD, TWIN PLATTE NRD, AND UPPER BIG BLUE NRD:  Agreements with the North Platte NRD, Twin Platte NRD and the Upper Big Blue NRD were reviewed with the Sponsors.  Questions regarding what the Sponsors are providing to the modelers as far as computers and software were asked and if those expenses were included in the budget.  The agreements include a paragraph stating “Sponsors shall furnish a computer and all necessary modeling software, licensing and maintenance for the employee to perform the work for the Sponsors as requested by the senior modeler.”  This has been interpreted to exclude the Arc View license.  The term of each agreement is July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2009.  Hours per month available to COHYST for each modeler are as follows:  North Platte NRD – 100; Twin Platte NRD – 100; and Upper Big Blue NRD – 40.  Concerns were raised regarding the supervision of the modeler efforts by Dick Luckey and how he will control budgets.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Modeler Agreements with North Platte NRD, Twin Platte NRD and the Upper Big Blue NRD as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey’s modeler report was e-mailed to each of the Sponsors.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane reported on the COHYST tour held recently for the modelers and the Technical Committee.  The Technical Committee will meet sometime in early to mid-November.  Clint Carney has been working on model documentation and it should be done by the third week of October and ready to go to the Technical Committee review group.  Steve Peterson has a draft completed and review by Technical Committee members will be conducted.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 4, 2007, at the Nebraska Public Power District office in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for January 29, 2008 in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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