PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 3, 2007 – 1:30 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Grand Island at the offices of Central Platte Natural Resources District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 27, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the February 27, 2007 minutes.  Duane Woodward seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for approval of payment.

COMPUTER UPGRADE:  The Department of Natural Resources has requested a computer update for COHYST use.  Cost of the computer would be $4,000 since DNR will receive a discount on the computers which they order.  The Contract Committee approved the purchase by COHYST of a new computer for DNR’s use.  The past practice of providing COHYST computers for modelers who were completing COHYST activities was discussed.

Kent Miller made the motion to ratify the action taken by the Contract Committee in purchasing a new computer for DNR.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
BILLING STATUS – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  A summary of costs for the work requested will be sent to the State of Nebraska.  Total cost is $61,063.01.

FULLY APPROPRIATED STUDY PROGRESS:  The March 13, 2007 draft of the Fully Appropriated Study was discussed.  Comments have been sent to Dick Luckey from Jim Schneider and Mike Drain’s comments should be in soon.  The final draft may be available at the end of April after which time it will be brought to the Sponsors for final comments and approval.

2007-2010 WORK PLAN:  Tasks 4051, 4120, 6003, 6009, 6010, 7001 7002, and 7003 were reviewed in detail with the Sponsors.  The highest priority task was listed as 6010, Segment 1 (compute stream baseflow effects due to changes in irrigated land after 1997 by NRD, segment 1 – HCA/OA); second was 4120 (Groundwater Model update and assessment of COHYST models using 1998-2005 data); and third was 6003 (Compute stream depletion based on new pumping at a cell by NRD).

Discussion was held regarding Task Authorization No. 4 with Dick Luckey for work to complete task 6010, segment 1.

Ron Bishop made the motion to have the Chairman contact Dick Luckey regarding work on task 6010, segment 1 and delegate to the Contract Committee to approve Task Authorization No. 4.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

BUDGET 2007-2008:  The budget for 2007-2008 will be presented after questions have been answered regarding the 2007 Work Plan Schedule.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for May 2nd in Lincoln.  Discussion was held on a possible joint meeting of the Sponsors and Technical Committee.

Information will be presented regarding surface water models at a meeting on April 17, 2007 in Lincoln.  COHYST members are invited to attend by meeting at the Embassy Suites at 10:30 AM.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 14, 2007, 10:00 AM at NPPD in Kearney..  A meeting has also been scheduled for June 20, 2007, in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  4/3/07

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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