PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, July 12, 2007 – 8:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Schneider

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 11, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the June 11, 2007 minutes.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MOU – COHYST-CNPPID:  A Memorandum of Understanding for administrative services by Judy Hunt was presented and reviewed with the Sponsors.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for administrative services as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  Don Kraus abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
2007-2008 BUDGET:  Dick Luckey reviewed the fully appropriated report with the Sponsors and explained that a water budget had been added.  After Dick’s presentation, a question and answer session was held.  A request was presented for definitions, a bibliography and a correction to page 15 of the report.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the fully appropriated report as presented along with the water budget subject to corrections. The corrections include adding definitions, a bibliography and making a correction on page 15.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Duane Woodward distributed the work plan schedule and explained that some numbers had changed decreasing the budget from $432,000 to $354,550. 

Gary Lewis gave a power point presentation on surface water modeling and explained the three options: 1 - Rainfall-Runoff Model; 2 - Surface Water Routing Model;  and 3 - Water Rights Accounting.  The Rainfall-Runoff Model with a curve number (CN) basis was recommended for a test watershed.  Estimated costs for the test watershed were reviewed.  The monthly flow option was recommended and would cost $25,000 for Parsons and 1.5 man months over a two month period for the Department of Natural Resources.

Further discussion was held regarding Task 7002 (runoff modeling) which was budgeted at $122,000.  Since the monthly flow option was recommended, the $122,000 would drop to $25,000.  Discussion was held regarding the remaining $79,000 which would remain in the budget for use as necessary.  It was recommended that the Sponsors approve the budget with the $25,000 for the test watershed.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the 2007-2008 budget as recommended.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The consensus of the Sponsors was to cancel the meeting scheduled for July 17, 2007 at 2:00 PM at the Twin Platte NRD office in North Platte.  Other meetings were scheduled as follows: August 16, 2007 at the Nebraska Public Power District offices in Kearney at 10:00 AM; October 22, 2007 and December 4, 2007, with locations to be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kevin J. Spelts – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Lewis – Parsons / Senior Hydrologist

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Michael Krondak – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Jesse Bradley – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – High Plains Hydrology

Courtney Hemenway – Hemenway Groundwater Engineering

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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