PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, August 16, 2007 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 12, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the July 12, 2007 minutes.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of  July 31, 2007.  The total debits are $2,429,377.59 with total credits of $2,487,923.24, leaving a balance of $58,545.65.
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment. 1).High Plains Hydrology - $9,549.15; 2) Parsons Engineering Science - $12,168.68; and 3) Parsons Engineering Science - $2,552.12.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills listed above.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
SENIOR MODELER TASK ORDER 1:  Due to the training of the new modelers, funds have been depleted for Task Order 1 and a modification to the budget is required.  Discussion by the sponsors indicated that the scope needs to be broadened to include supervision and training of COHYST modelers.  The 2007-2008 budget should be raised from $50,000 to $80,000.

Ron Bishop made the motion to increase the budget for 2007-2008 from $50,000 to $80,000 for Task Order 1, to approve Task Order 1 as revised and to approve the addition of supervision and training of COHYST modelers as a part of Task Order 1.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Chairman Kraus will work with Dick Luckey on this.

BILLING STATUS – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  The State has been billed in two separate billings of $40,790.95 for over appropriated and fully appropriated work and $62,983.93 for new depletions work.

MODELER AGREEMENTS – STATE OF NEBRASKA, NORTH PLATTE NRD, TWIN PLATTE NRD, AND UPPER BIG BLUE NRD:  Drafts of the four modeler agreements were reviewed with the Sponsors.  Several minor revisions were suggested.  These revisions will be incorporated into the agreements and brought back to the Sponsors at the next COHYST meeting.

2007-2008 BUDGET REVISION:  A spreadsheet was distributed of the tasks which comprise the budget of $354,550.  Discussions were held and it was indicated that the services of Judy Hunt and other tasks be included.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey is working on the “new depletions plan by NRD”.  Doug Hallum is also working on the “new depletions plan by NRD” and putting data into the database for the recharge data sets.  Julie Gogoi is getting up to speed on the Western model.  Kevin Spelts is getting familiar with the Central Platte model.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Discussion has been held regarding a tour in September for the new modelers and DNR to learn more about the lower Platte and central Platte.  The tour will be open to the Technical Committee and others who are interested.

Information concerning supplemental wells and how they should be addressed in the models was discussed.  

The question was raised concerning COHYST paying for equipment replacement/repair for the modelers.  

Kent Miller made the motion to add $10,000.00 for equipment replacement/repair, expenses for services by Judy Hunt, plus $2,000.00 for computer equipment for the Upper Big Blue NRD and $4,000.00 for a computer for the Twin Platte NRD modeler.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CHANGE DATE OF OCTOBER 22, 2007 MEETING:  Due to a conflict, the October 22, 2007 meeting was rescheduled and will be held on October 9, 2007.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 9, 2007.  A meeting has also been scheduled for December 4, 2007, at the Nebraska Public Power District office in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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