PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, May 14, 2007 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District.

The Chairman announced that the information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act was available.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 3, 2007 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the April 3, 2007 minutes.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There was one bill presented for approval of payment. 1) U.S.Geologic Survey for modeling, $3,400.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve payment of the above expense.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 4 – DICK LUCKEY:  Task Authorization No. 4 with High Plains Hydrology was approved by the Contract Committee, signed and sent to Dick Luckey.  The Sponsors received a copy of the authorization and questions were raised as to the Scope of Work in the authorization.  

After considerable discussion, John Turnbull made the motion to amend Task Authorization No. 4 so that it only includes the Hydrologically Connected Area/Over-Appropriated Area (HCA/OA) and those areas outside the HCA/OA within the North Platte, South Platte, Twin Platte, Tri-Basin and Central Platte NRDs and to strike items 2 and 3 under the Scope of Work.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.

Brian Barels made a motion to amend the original motion so that it only includes: the Hydrologically Connected Area/Over-Appropriated Area and those areas outside the HCA/OA within those districts as listed, and the eastern analysis area.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

The relevant part of amended Task Authorization No. 4 reads:  “The changes will be for changes in irrigated land in the Hydrologically Connected Area of the Over Appropriated Basin (HCA/OA) and those areas outside the HCA/OA within the North Platte, South Platte, Twin Platte, Tri-Basin and Central Platte NRDs and the eastern analysis area.”
Upon voting on the original motion as amended, all members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Kent Miller made the motion to exclude Item #2 from Article III - Schedule.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Other members voting in favor of excluding Item 2 were:  Central Platte NRD, Department of Natural Resources, Nebraska Public Power District, South Platte NRD, Tri-Basin NRD, Twin Platte NRD, and Upper Big Blue NRD.  Voting no was Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District.  The motion was declared carried.

BILLING STATUS – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  The State has not yet been billed for the work to compare the impacts of changes in irrigated acres after 1997.  Copies of Duane, Clint, and Dick’s time are being prepared after which the billing will be sent to the State.  The total to be billed is below the contract amount limit of $75,000.

FULLY APPROPRIATED STUDY PROGRESS:  Comments on documentation of the Fully Appropriated Study were received from Jim Schneider and Mike Drain.  Some changes reviewed by the Technical Committee were incorporated into the study.  A draft of the study should be sent to the Sponsors for review by the first part of June.

SURFACE WATER (RAINFALL) RUNOFF MODEL:  There has been some discussion regarding development of a rainfall runoff model that would estimate the river flow from rainfall events.  The model would analyze the flow from watershed tributaries to each of the river nodes and figure how much runoff there would be to that node from rainfall.  Once that water is in the river, then it could be routed downstream.  The possibility of adding software that would directly connect with the COHYST model was discussed.

2007-2010 WORK PLAN:  The tasks for the work plan were reviewed with the Sponsors.  

BUDGET 2007-2008:  The 2007-2008 budget is estimated at $665,000 according to the preliminary tasks listed for July 2007 through June 2008.  The budget will be discussed at the next meeting of the Sponsors.

MODELING REQUESTS:  There were no requests received.

MODELING REPORT:  Duane reported that there will be a modelers workshop held at the Twin Platte NRD office in North Platte with the new modelers, Kevin Spelts and Julie Gogoi.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee met and worked on the tasks and discussion focused on updating the model.  Also Gary gave a presentation on surface water modeling and surface water components.  The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for June 6.  

A joint meeting of the Sponsors and the Technical Committee was discussed.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 11, 2007, at 9:00 AM at Central Platte NRD in Grand Island.  Meetings were also scheduled for: July 17, 2007 and August 16, 2007 and will be held at the Nebraska Public Power District offices in Kearney at 10:00 AM.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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