PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 3, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the October 3, 2006 minutes.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  John Turnbull and Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of December 21, 2006.  The total debits are $2,272,190.06 with total credits of $2,339,439.24, leaving a balance of $67,249.18.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment.  1) High Plains Science - $3,428.75; and 2) Parsons Engineering Science - $170.33.  A request was presented to include the accounts receivable on the financial report.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the above listed bills as presented.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

The status of COHYST contracts was then reviewed with the Sponsors and concerns were raised about the fund balances.  The possibility of issuing dues statements was suggested.

The following contracts have been completed – 1) USGS - Hydraulic Conductivity; 2) USGS - Seismic Profiling; 3) CALMIT – Land Use; 4) USGS – Modeling; 5) USGS – Republican River Geophysics; 6) USGS – Riparian ET; 7) UNL CSD – Test hole Logs and Map Review; 8) USDA – NRCS data base; 9) DNR – Data Base & GIS; 10) Eagle Resources – Peer Review; 11) Sargent Irrigation – Geology; 12) Larry Cast – Geology; and 13) Rider Drilling – Geology.  These will be removed from the financial reports.

Duane Woodward will update the annual work plan to justify a billing to each of the Sponsors.  The Technical Committee will review the work plan prior to the January 30, 2007 meeting of the Sponsors.  Following the regular Sponsor’s meeting on January 30th, there will be an afternoon planning session.

STREAM DEPLETION ANALYSIS REPORT – POST 1997:  Dick Luckey has updated the report with the changes suggested.  Discussion was held on the next step to be taken.  

John Turnbull made the motion to finalize the report, complete the contract with the State of Nebraska and issue final billing.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

STREAM DEPLETION REPORT – FULLY APPROPRIATED:  A draft of a report from Dick Luckey titled “Estimated Stream Flow Due to Reduced Irrigated Land” was reviewed.  Duane reviewed some of the tables with the Sponsors and answered questions relating to the graphs.  Some concerns were noted regarding the schedule but additional work will be completed during the holiday break which address the issue.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 - PARSONS WATER & INFRASTRUCTURE INC.:  Amendment No. 9 with Parsons extends the contract through December 31, 2007 and the new not-to-exceed amount would be $436,700.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Amendment No. 9 and to explore ways to use time more efficiently (possibly reduce attendance at Technical Committee meetings).  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

2006-2007 BUDGET:  The budget was deferred to January 30th.

MODELING REQUESTS:  No modeling requests have been received.

MODELER REPORTS:  Dick Luckey’s written report was distributed. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane reported that the next Technical Committee meeting will be held during the first part of January 2007.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 30, 2007, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for February 27, 2007 and April 17, 2007, location to be announced at a later date.  .
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  12/5/06

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Doug Hallum – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Schneider – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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