PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 2, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Holdrege at The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Chairman Kraus announced that information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act is posted in the Board room.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 27, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the June 27, 2006 minutes.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  John Turnbull abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 6, 2006.  The total debits are $2,181,680.69 with total credits of $2,336,810.69, leaving a balance of $155,130.00.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CONTRACT BILLING STATUS –STATE OF NEBRASKA:  Discussion was held on when to bill the State for modeling services furnished by COHYST.  It was decided to wait until late September.

STREAM DEPLETION ANALYSIS – POST 1997:  Duane Woodward presented a power point on the Stream Depletion Analysis, post 1997.  Some of the points discussed were mapping the irrigated acres, determining the changes in irrigated land, a table of changes in irrigated land, determining net irrigation required, groundwater flow model runs, how depletions were determined, and a map of the reaches.  This document is not complete but a new draft should be out in the next day or so and will be made available to the Sponsors.  The Technical Committee will hold another meeting on August 11th to review the new draft before the Sponsors meet on August 22 to consider accepting the document.

A joint meeting (new depletion meeting and groundwater/surface water meeting) will be held on August 7th at 1:00 PM at the offices of Nebraska Public Power District in Kearney.  The information from this report will be discussed at that meeting.

MODELING REQUESTS:  No modeling requests have been received.

REQUEST FOR FULLY APPROPRIATED ANALYSIS:  A draft of a process that COHYST might use to assist with the determination of a fully appropriated status was presented and discussed.  The document was a scope of work for the COHYST Technical Committee for determining the difference between a fully appropriated and overappropriated status in the Platte River Basin above Elm Creek.  The Technical Committee has received this and will discuss at the next Technical Committee meeting.

MODELER REPORTS:  A copy of Dick Luckey’s report indicated that he has spent time working on an analysis of streamflow depletions due to new irrigated land after July 1, 1997; completed the rerun of the new depletions analysis for the Western Model Unit; and created a power point presentation of the new depletions analysis based on the documentation.  During August he plans to add results for the overappropriated area and the eastern analysis area for the eastern model unit to the new depletions documentation and the presentation; work on the file list for the new depletions work; work on the check-off list for the new depletions work; and attend the Technical Committee meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be held August 11, 2006.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 22, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for October 3, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney, and December 5, 2006, location to be announced.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  8/2/06

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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