PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 27, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented 

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 10, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the May 10, 2006 minutes.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek and Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 25, 2006.  The total debits are $2,170,101.94 with total credits of $2,300,987.69, leaving a balance of $130,885.75.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for approval of payment:  1) NPPD, modeling - $4,800.68.

Rod Horn made the motion to approve the financial report and the above listed bill as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  Brian Barels abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CONTRACT BILLING STATUS – MILLER ENGINEERING, STATE OF NEBRASKA:  The agreement with Miller and Associates for modeling related to the City of North Platte well field has been completed and Ron Bishop has received payment in the amount of $2,628.55.  Billing for the agreement for modeling services for the State of Nebraska has not been sent as of today.

Discussion was then held on COHYST as it relates to the modeling for the new acres of irrigated lands added since 1997.  The Sponsors felt that the Technical Committee should review the report as soon as additional information is available from other sources regarding the amount of new irrigated acres.

The resolution of peer review comments was also reviewed.

Ron Bishop answered questions regarding the status of current contracts.  He reported on progress regarding a study on ET from grasslands on Cottonwood Ranch that is being partially funded through a grant from the Environmental Trust.
THE FLATWATER GROUP AGREEMENT:  A proposal from The Flatwater Group was presented to provide updated climate control files for the CROPSIM model with information from 1999 through 2005.  Approximate cost for the project would be between $8,000 and $10,000.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the agreement with a condition that costs not exceed $10,000 without further approval by the COHYST Sponsors.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELING REQUESTS:  No modeling requests have been received.

MODELER SCHEDULE and MODELER REPORT:  An update was presented on Steve Peterson’s schedule on peer review.  Steve has a few more days of work to complete his documentation.  Dick Luckey has completed peer review, all priority 1 and 2 items are documented, and a final draft report on the western model unit was sent to the Technical Committee.  The Sponsors will review the report before it is placed on the website.  

A copy of Dick Luckey’s status report was distributed and reviewed.  It was suggested that a progress and problems section be added to the reports from the modelers.

BASIN INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUEST:  “Determining fully appropriated” was the topic of discussion at the Over Appropriated Basin Working Group meeting and it was suggested that the COHYST Technical Committee look at the issue.  Discussion was held on how the use of COHYST Models could help determine fully appropriated areas and what direction should be provided to the Technical Committee.  Don Kraus, Ann Bleed, Ron Bishop and Brian Barels will work on the issue prior to the next Sponsors meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee will set a meeting to discuss the land use issue.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 2, 2006, at CNPPID in Holdrege.  Meetings have also been scheduled for August 22, 2006, and October 3, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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