PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Friday, March 17, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented 

North Platte NRD – Not represented 

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented 

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 31, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the January 31, 2006 minutes.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

VEGETATION REMOVAL NEAR RIVERS – HYDROLOGIC IMPACT:  Interim results of the USGS study on vegetation on the Platte River and what the depletions are from woodland areas were reviewed at the last Over Appropriated Basin Committee meeting.  Discussion was held on whether or not COHYST needs to implement an effort to collect existing information and determine whether there are gaps that need to be addressed.  It was suggested that someone from the University be contacted to do research on this subject.  Ann Bleed will bring back ideas at the next scheduled COHYST meeting.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 23, 2006 (after payment of bills).  The total debits are $2,132,073.04 with total credits of $2,300,987.69, leaving a balance of $168,914.65.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) USGS, modeling – $31,953.68; 2) Parsons Engineering Science – $70.62; 3) NPPD, modeler - $6,249.62; and 4) NPPD, modeler - $5,090.99.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the above listed bills as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 2 – HIGH PLAINS HYDROLOGY:  Task Authorization No. 2 with High Plains Hydrology for modeling services was reviewed with the Sponsors.  

MODELING CONTRACT – STATE OF NEBRASKA:  Also presented was an agreement with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources for modeling services.  Several changes to the agreement and attachments were suggested.  The changes suggested for the attachments will also be made in Task Authorization No. 2 with High Plains Hydrology.  A potential change to the agreement for modeling with NPPD will be addressed by the Contract Committee to cover the increased time from 28 to 36 days.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve both Task Authorization No. 2 as revised with High Plains Hydrology and the Modeling Contract as revised with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources with the Contract Committee to address a potential cost increase and change to the contract with NPPD to deal with the increased time from 28 to 36 days.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE and MODELER REPORT:  A status report from Dick Luckey was distributed.  He is finished with all of the changes to his report except for 3 or 4 figures he has to correct.  At the end of March he hopes to have completed the task of updating the western model.  Dick is in the process of answering comments regarding an overlap in appendices to the three models in the Peer Review process.

Steve Peterson is done making changes and updates to the Eastern model based on the Peer Review process.  He will work on rewriting the report by making all the corrections and updates.  He will start that process in early April.

Clint Carney will finish the model calibration process on the Central model.  He has completed the work for Miller and Associates on the City of North Platte well field and billing will be sent to Miller and Associates.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee met recently and talked about the process of doing work for the state.  Updates on modeling reports were presented.  Also Dave Russ from USGS talked about the status of the work being done by the USGS.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 10, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  The meeting scheduled for June 7th has been rescheduled for June 27, 2006.  A meeting has also been scheduled for August 22, 2006, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cannia – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Michael Jess – UNL, Conservation & Survey Division

Jessica Harder – UNL Water Center

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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