PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 3, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 22, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the August 22, 2006 minutes.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  No financial report was available.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment.  1) NPPD (Clint Carney) - $8,154.00; 2) USGS - $625.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve payment of the above bills.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CONTRACT BILLING STATUS - STATE OF NEBARSKA:  Ron Bishop reported that as soon as he is sure he has received all of the bills he will be billing the State.

STREAM DEPLETION ANALYSIS REPORT – POST 1997:  Everyone had received and reviewed the final draft.  A revision will be made on page 37 to include the word “within” in two places.  

Lengthy Discussion was held with regard to the confusion as to content of the report and public perception as to the contents.  Ann Bleed will work with Dick Luckey to add language to the report indicating land use estimates were based on irrigation in the years in question and variability of the estimates.  Ann will bring drafted language to the next meeting.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 3:  A copy of the Task Authorization was distributed and it will look at the lag effects of all wells and should be completed by January 30, 2007.  A copy of the agreement with the State of Nebraska was also distributed.

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY PROPOSAL FOR CONTINUED MONITORING OF UNSATURATED ZONE NETWORK:  Duane Woodward presented a current USGS program which was presented to the Tech Committee for continuance of collecting unsaturated zone monitoring data and they are looking for additional funding to be able to continue to collect data for an additional three years.  The collection sites are a grassland site near Imperial, and an irrigated site near Grant and Yuma, Colorado.  Ann Bleed will discuss with the Republican Basin modelers and water users to check if they believed the information gathered would be worth the money expenditure and discuss at next meeting.  The availability of budgeted monies for 2006 will also be reviewed.  It was noted that a budget for 2006 had not received specific approval from COHYST.

MODELING REQUESTS:  No modeling requests have been received.

MODELER REPORT:  There was nothing new to report. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane reported on three items.

1.  Duane distributed a spreadsheet listing current status of tasks and updates.  Western model is done, completed and updated.  In process of checking into printing of that report.  Eastern model has completed sensitivity runs and working on comments and reports.  Completion of the documentation for the Central model will be after January 2007.

2.  Hydrostratigraphic report is finished.  He is going to get estimate of printing that report.  

3.  Discussions were held on other types of possible uses of model in the future to evaluate Platte river system.  Tech Committee also discussed possible meeting with group to have a working session early next year.

A joint meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors and the Tech Committee will be held January 30 at 1:00 pm following the regular meeting of COHYST at Kearney.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 5, 2006 at NPPD in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for January 30, 2007, at NPPD in Kearney.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

DeAnna Bartruff– Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation 
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