PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn 

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cannia

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 14, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the December 14, 2005 minutes.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 26, 2006.  The total debits are $2,085,115.09 with total credits of $2,267,496.69, leaving a balance of $182,381.60.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) Parsons Engineering - $4,941.58, 2) USGS, ET - $13,892.00, 3) USGS, modeling - $13,000.00, and 4) Shramek Video & Photography, CD’s - $392.99.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the above listed bills as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TECHNICAL COORDINATOR AGREEMENT - CPNRD:  The Technical Coordinator Agreement with Central Platte NRD was presented and reviewed.  

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the Technical Coordinator Agreement with Central Platte as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT:  The contract with Dick Luckey was reviewed and an error was noted.  Don will talk to Dick and the correction will be made.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the contract with Dick Luckey with the noted change. Jim Cannia seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

DICK LUCKEY INSURANCE COSTS:  Proposed costs for insurance for Dick Luckey were discussed.  After review of the costs, it was suggested that the contractors pollution coverage was not needed.  Don will contact Dick regarding the changes to the insurance.

INSURANCE FOR COHYST:  Insurance and premiums for the insurance for COHYST were discussed.  It was decided that the inland marine insurance is not needed.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve purchasing the insurance for COHYST less the inland marine insurance.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TASK AUTHORIZATION NO. 2 – DICK LUCKEY:  Task Authorization No.2 for Dick Luckey was discussed extensively.  After discussion, the matter was deferred to the Contract Committee to make a recommendation as to the revision of Task Authorization No. 1 by adding more hours for assistance with training and education of new modelers which may be hired.  In addition, a clarification will be made to add expenses to the revised authorization.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Duane Woodward reported that Steve Peterson is almost out of hours for COHYST work.  Steve has about 10 days of work left to do and only 5 days left on his contract.

Ron Bishop made the motion to extend Steve’s contract up to 10 days at the current contract rate.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey is waiting to get the contract in place before he proceeds.  Clint Carney is finishing up on the services provided to Miller & Associates.  Duane stated that he needs to contact Miller & Associates to check on the status of the work.  Steve Peterson has the Eastern Model up and running with the major peer review changes included.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee has not met recently and has no meeting scheduled for the near future.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 17, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for May 10, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney, and June 7, 2006, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cannia – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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