PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 22, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Chairman Kraus announced that information for the public concerning the Open Meetings Act is available in the room.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 2, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the August 2, 2006 minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 27, 2006.  The total debits are $2,201.602.62 with total credits of $2,336,810.69, leaving a balance of $135,208.07.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) Parsons Engineering - $2,598.97; and 2) High Plains Hydrology - $8,173.48.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report and the above listed bills as presented.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CONTRACT BILLING STATUS –STATE OF NEBRASKA:  There was nothing new to report.

STREAM DEPLETION ANALYSIS REPORT – POST 1997:  The Stream Depletion Analysis Report – Post 1997 was reviewed with the Sponsors.  Several minor revisions were suggested.  Duane will incorporate the changes and send it back to the Sponsors for review with any further comments to be sent back to Duane within seven days.  The State and the Sponsors are both comfortable with the direction the process is taking.  The final document should be ready during the first part of September.  

Discussion was also held on possible uses of the power point presentation entitled “Estimated Stream Depletion in Nebraska Platte Basin due to new Irrigation Land after 7/1/1997”. Duane Woodward will make the power point presentation available on the web site.

DATA REQUEST – CDM:  A request for a copy of COHYST data files adjacent to the border between Colorado and Nebraska was received from CDM of Denver, Colorado.

After discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to approve providing a copy of the raw data files to CDM and to ask CDM for a copy of the report that they will generate.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELING REQUESTS:  No modeling requests have been received.

FULLY APPROPRIATED ANALYSIS: A memo from Dick Luckey regarding simulations to help determine how to get from Over Appropriated to Fully Appropriated was reviewed with the Sponsors.  In addition, a proposed Task Authorization #3 which outlined the work effort by Dick Luckey was discussed.  The surface water component of the effort would be completed by the Department of Natural Resources.  The final report would be provided to the Over Appropriated Basin Committee.  Questions were raised about the availability of Clint and Duane to work on this project.  The estimated cost of the project is $50,000.  The state will provide funding for the cost of this project.

After considerable discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize contracts using the COHYST models to help determine when the basin was over appropriated subject to review by the Contract Committee.  Included will be a Task Authorization for Dick Luckey, an agreement with NPPD for Clint Carney, an agreement with Central Platte for Duane Woodward and an agreement with the State for funding.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER REPORTS:  There was nothing new to report.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane reported on two items.

1.
The Western Model Unit is done and the Sponsors were sent a copy.  Duane will check on the cost of making CD’s and will also see that it is put on the website if approved by the sponsors after final review. 

2.
Discussions held with the U.S. Geologic Survey in Colorado regarding a high plains study in the Imperial area regarding groundwater recharge and measuring flux were reviewed with the Sponsors.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for, October 3, 2006 at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for December 5, 2006 and January 30, 2007, locations to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Filsinger – Lower Niobrara Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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