PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 10, 2006 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Grand Island at the Central Platte Natural Resources District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented 

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 17, 2006 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the March 17, 2006 minutes.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for approval of payment:  1) Dick Luckey - $6,613.75.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the above listed bill as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

LB 898 – OPEN MEETINGS:  The provisions of the open meetings law were reviewed with the Sponsors.  The open meetings rules will be required to be posted where the meeting is being held.

MODELING AGREEMENT WITH STATE OF NEBRASKA:  The modeling agreement with the State of Nebraska has been approved and was distributed to the Sponsors.

MODELING REQUESTS:  A possible request for assistance was discussed regarding COHSYT defining the 10/50 line south of the Loup River.  Central Platte NRD has spent a considerable amount of time defining the 10/50 line in the Platte Basin for the State and other NRD’s.  Discussions will be held with the State regarding an agreement (if needed) and billing from COHYST to the State for this work.  Central Platte will provide a summary of the time spent on this project to COHYST.

An update on the state seeking modelers internally was presented.  The state plans to hire a Senior Scientist and then hire a groundwater modeler.  The Senior Scientist will review all of the outside contracts for DNR and all the scientific work related to water resources, and will also assist the Director in public meetings.

The process for modeling requests and information requests was discussed.

An update was also presented on the status of the modeling request from the City of North Platte.  A question was asked regarding payment from the City of North Platte.  This item will be followed up on.

MODELER SCHEDULE and MODELER REPORT:  A status report on the work for the state was presented.  The 1/2 mile baseline models for the western and eastern models are set up.  The 1997 level of development pumpage data has been extended out in time to 2038.  Duane has been reviewing the recharge calculations to address differences for the eastern model.  The process of taking the 1997-2001 land use and creating a new pumpage data set and converting it into the net amount of new acres between 1997 and 2001 was explained.  This should be completed by the end of May.

Steve Peterson is working on peer review items.  Dick Luckey has basically completed the updates to the peer review documentation.  The Technical Committee will review the documentation changes and report to the Sponsors.  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane reported that he contacted The Flatwater Group to get a cost estimate for updating CROPSIM data sets from 1997 – 2005.  

VEGETATION STUDIES:  Ann Bleed provided a report on her discussions with the University of Nebraska (UNL) regarding studies which document the impact of vegetation on rivers.  She indicated that UNL will be providing a flux site coordinator to help set up studies to measure impacts.  UNL will also do a literature review on this subject this summer.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 27, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for August 22, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney.
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