PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 29, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 1, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes from March 29, 2005 with a correction to the financial report on page two.  Credits read $2,10,735.69 and should read $2,140,735.69  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 24, 2005.  The total debits are $1,843,716.62 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $297,019.07. Contracted liabilities are approximately $210,000.00.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for payment:  1) Boss International, GMS upgrade - $685.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The power point presentation was reviewed with the Sponsors and several changes were suggested.  The Information Committee will incorporate these changes into the presentation and bring it back to the Sponsors at the next meeting.

SERVICES AGREEMENT AMENDMENT – EAGLE RESOURCES:  Change Order No. 1 to the services agreement with Eagle Resources was presented for approval.  The change order moves the end date from May 31, 2005 to July 31, 2005 with no cost increase.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Change Order No. 1 to the agreement with Eagle Resources.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

REQUESTS TO STATE OF NEBRASKA FOR INFORMATION:  Ongoing requests for Cooperative Agreement information to use in the preparation of the EIS are being received by the State.  

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  The Technical Committee met on March 9, 2005 and set priorities on tasks along with a time frame for each task for budget purposes.  There were 11 items selected as the highest priority and these were reviewed by the Sponsors.  A committee consisting of Ron Bishop, Ann Bleed, Kent Miller, and Don Kraus volunteered to meet on April 26, 2005 at 1:30 in Grand Island to evaluate the priorities and report at the May 4th COHYST meeting.

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  The agreements were reviewed during discussion of the budget.  A potential amendment to Dick Luckey’s agreement was discussed.

MODELER SCHEDULE AND REPORT:  The Eastern and Western Models are basically done and being peer reviewed.  Clint is writing reports now for the Central Model.  A draft report is expected April 10th. Courtney is reviewing the Eastern model and will begin on the Central model soon.  COHYST review of the Central model is expected to be complete by the end of April.

Final comments are in on the hydrostratographic preliminary report and the report is being reviewed by Eric Lappala.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  There was nothing new to report as the major point of discussion was the budget at the last Technical Committee meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 4, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  June 13, 2005 and July 11, 2005 in Kearney.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  3/29/05

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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