PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 20, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 15, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes from August 15, 2005 as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek was out of the room.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills to approve.

PEER REVIEW REPORT:  Eric Lappala with Eagle Resources will update the Sponsors on the peer review report at 1:00 PM today.

INTERNAL PEER REVIEW REPORT:  An update on internal peer review was given.  Courtney’s comments on the western model have been forwarded to the Technical Committee for review and comments.  A draft of the Eastern model is now being reviewed and the Central model is still being worked on.  Tentative schedule for the internal peer review process is to have the Technical Committee review internal peer review comments at their October 18th meeting and the Sponsors will review them at the COHYST meeting on October 25th.

PEER REVIEW SCHEDULE:  Eric Lappala will provide a review of the peer review report today.  Any comments would be provided to Eric shortly after the meeting and the work needed to address any issues would be provided to the Sponsors at the next meeting.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION:  There were no additional comments on the public information presentation.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT:  All of the Sponsors have received approval from their respective boards for the Interlocal Agreement Amendment.  All Sponsor signatures will be obtained and copies of the fully executed Amendment will be distributed to all Sponsors.  

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  Dick Luckey’s agreement runs through the end of October 2005.  Discussion was held on retaining his services after he retires from U.S.G.S.  The need for an external modeler was also discussed.  A modeler agreement with Clint Carney was reviewed and Brian will check on Clint’s available time for COHYST.  The Contract Committee will work on draft contracts for modelers and report at the October 25, 2005 COHYST meeting.

Agreements should also be drafted for Central Platte NRD for Duane Woodward and the State of Nebraska for Rich Kern and Rick Vollertsen.

The Technical Committee will review tasks for the next year and  establish estimated hours for the scheduled tasks in order of priority.  All Sponsors need to get their tasks to Duane as soon as possible.

Considerable discussion ensued regarding the NRD’s hiring a modeler for individual needs of each NRD

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Steve is updating the models to GMS 5.1. The western model is almost complete.  The process is not started on the Central model  The eastern model is done but a summary document has not been completed.  Courtney is still completing his internal review of the Central model.  Internal review comments should be available on the Central and Eastern models by October 1 so the Technical Committee can review them at their October 18th meeting. They will then be available for review at the October 25th COHYST meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee meeting will be October 18, 2005.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 25, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for November 16, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney, December 14, 2005 and January 19, 2006, locations to be announced.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  9/20/05

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cannia – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Steve Peterson – U.S. Geological Survey

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Gary Lewis – Parsons Engineering

Courtney Hemenway – Hemenway Groundwater Engineering, Inc.

Eric Lappala – Eagle Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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