PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 15, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 11, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from July 11, 2005 as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of   July 28, 2005.  The total debits are $1,898,606.93 with total credits of $2,140,735.59, leaving a balance of $242,128.76. The two expenditures approved at the July 11 meeting have not been paid to date and will be paid (U.S.G.S., ET Study - $16,496.00 and U.S.G.S., modeling - $19,200.00).

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment.  1) Larry Cast - $385.00;  2)  Parsons - $9,880.64.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve payment of the above bills.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

A letter from Little Blue Natural Resources District dated July 19, 2005, was distributed giving notice of their withdrawal from sponsorship of COHYST.  After discussion and review of the Cooperative Hydrology Study Interlocal Cooperation Agreement it was decided  previously paid contributions were to be refunded. 

RON KLEIN LETTER:  Draft letter to be sent in response to a letter from Ron Klein was reviewed along with copies of the documents to be included as enclosures.  An invoice is to be included with a letter requesting payment for expenses incurred in preparing the requested information.  After receipt of payment, the requested information will be forwarded to him.

U.S.G.S. FUNDING:  An Agreement with the USGS for work to be done by Steve Peterson was presented and briefly discussed.  

An additional agreement for Dick Luckey’s continued participation in COHYST II groundwater modeling at no additional cost to COHYST but rather to be funded by “match” monies found to be available was presented for approval.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amendment to the contract with the U.S.G.S. to provide Duck Luckey’s continued participation at an additional cost of $14,148.00 to USGS as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION:  The public information presentation is complete.  Discussion was held as to who would be responsible for making presentations and when it should be presented to interested people in the public.  Additional discussion will be held after the peer review is complete. 

PEER REVIEW SCHEDULE:  A joint meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors and the Tech Committee with Eric Lappala of Eagle Resources will be held September 20 at 1:00 pm following the regular meeting of COHYST at Kearney.  

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  No specific changes to the budget were presented.

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  Brian Barels reported Clint Carney will be able to make 40-50% of his time available to contract with COHYST.  The matter was deferred to the contract committee for development of modeler agreements.  

General discussion was held as to the necessity of a full time modeler and all sponsors were asked to get a list of estimated time needs for the next year.  All sponsors were requested to get their information to Jim Cannia.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  A draft of an Interlocal Agreement Amendment was distributed.  After general discussion some minor changes were proposed to the wording in the agreement.

After discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment #1 to the 2001 Cooperative Hydrology Study Interlocal Cooperation Agreement as presented with the minor changes as discussed.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Meeting scheduled for October 18.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 20, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for October 25, 2005, and November 16, 2005, both at NPPD in Kearney.
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Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Jam Cannia - Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

DeAnna Bartruff– Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation 
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