PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 4, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cannia

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 29, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from March 29, 2005 as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of April 28, 2005.  The total debits are $1,862,607.66 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $278,128.03.  Uncommitted funds total $87,414.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bill was presented for payment:  1) Eagle Resources, peer review - $4,885.80

Rod Horn made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried. 

U.S.G.S. MODELER AGREEMENT:  An amendment to the U.S.G.S. Modeler Agreement was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The amendment increases the total of the agreement by $27,000 making the contract total $677,320.  The agreement would be extended through September 30, 2005.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the amendment to the U.S.G.S. modeler agreement, subject to contacting the State regarding a contribution of additional funding, 50% of the $27,000, for the amendment and also have the Contract Committee negotiate with U.S.G.S. about the total amount.  The Contract Committee is authorized to approve the final proposal.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PARSONS CONTRACT:  The current agreement with Parsons Engineering Science expires on June 30, 2005.  An extension to the contract was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The extension would run through June 30, 2006 with no increase in the cost.

Ron Bishop made the motion to extend the Parsons contract to run through June 30, 2006 with no cost increase.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION:  Changes to the public information presentation were reviewed with the Sponsors and additional minor changes were suggested.  This should be completed within the next month.  Also discussed was the format for presentation – Power Point, CD’s, DVD’s, etc.  

PEER REVIEW SCHEDULE:  Documentation of the Central Model Unit will be sent to Eric Lappala for peer review by approximately June 1.  The peer review process has been delayed one month.  The Eastern Model Unit and the Western Model Unit have been sent out to Eric for review.

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  A committee consisting of Ron Bishop, Kent Miller, Ann Bleed, and Don Kraus met on April 26th to evaluate the priorities for the COHYST budget for 7/1/05 to 7/1/06.  An updated schedule listing the 3000, 4000, and 6000 tasks for the March 2005 to June 2006 period was distributed and discussed.  The first page concerned the cost for the work tasks and the second page concerned the time table for the tasks.  Cash and in-kind contributions were discussed.  Ron Bishop will e-mail each sponsor with a proposal for a contribution from each sponsor for the coming year’s budget.

RIPARIAN EVAPOTRANSPIRATION STUDY:  Ron Bishop made the motion to add the Riparian Evapotranspiration Study (ET Study) to the agenda.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the ET Study Phase III for an estimated cost of $40,000.  Jim Cannia seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  A modeler report from Dick Luckey dated April 30, 2005 was distributed and reviewed.  Duane presented a power point on the work that has been done for the Cooperative Agreement.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 13, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  July 11, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney, and August 15, 2005, location to be announced.

Discussion was held regarding cost allocation and an interlocal agreement.  Don Kraus, Brian Barels, Ron Bishop and Kent Miller will meet with Jim Cook in Lincoln on May 19th at 9:30 and bring back answers to the Sponsors at the June meeting.
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Carroll Sheldon – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cannia – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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