PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 11, 2005– 11:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 22, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the minutes from June 22, 2005 as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report available.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment.  1) U.S.G.S., ET Study – $16,496.00 and 2) U.S.G.S., modeling - $19,200.00.

Ron Cacek made the motion to approve payment of the above bills.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Another bill from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln was presented for the weather station near Gothenburg in the amount of $1,000.00.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve payment of the above bill.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

ET STUDY – MATT LANDON:  Matt Landon with the U.S.G.S. reported that the study is nearing completion.  He reviewed the objectives, study cooperators and schedule, and the study sites at Odessa and Gothenburg.  He explained the process for the study, daily ET rates and discussed the preliminary results of the study.

Rick Wilson reported that Matt will be moving to California in September but will stay involved with the ET study along with the Project Chief Dave Rus.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION:  Revisions were made to the presentation as suggested at the June 13th COHYST meeting.  The presentation will be made available for review by each sponsor on the website.

PEER REVIEW SCHEDULE:  It was reported that the peer review should be done by September 30th.  Documentation for the Central model has been put on an FTP site for Eric Lappala of Eagle Resources.

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  No specific changes to the budget were presented.  It was reported that Little Blue NRD had verbally indicated that they would no longer participate in the COHYST process due to budget constraints.  A letter notice is required in accordance with the Interlocal Agreement.  Ann Bleed announced that the Department of Natural Resources will have $70,000 available through the LB 962 funds for maintenance of the COHYST models and other COHYST projects.

A proposal has been received from the U.S.G.S. for eleven weeks of Steve Peterson’s time.  Cost for the proposal is $36,000 through September 30th.

After discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize the Chairman to enter into a contract with the U.S.G.S. for six weeks of Steve Peterson’s time for actual time used at the proportionate rate originally quoted.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Also discussed was the status for Clint Carney.  Questions regarding the amount of Clint’s time available for COHSYT over the next few years will be answered at the next meeting.

Don Kraus has talked to Dick Luckey regarding a modeling contract after he retires this year.  While Dick has expressed interest in continuing to provide support for COHSYT, no rates for his time are available at this time.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  A draft of a proposed amendment to the Interlocal Agreement was distributed.  Discussion was held on the Little Blue NRD allocation of $11,022.63 and where this amount will come from.  Recruiting for additional entities to join the COHYST effort as a sponsor was discussed.  

After considerable discussion regarding allocations for each entity, the following percentages were agreed upon:  

Game & Parks Commission – 6%

South Platte NRD – 6%

Tri-Basin NRD – 6%

Upper Big Blue NRD 6%

Twin Platte NRD – 7%

North Platte NRD – 9%

Central Power & Irrigation – 12.5%

NE Public Power District – 12.5%

Central Platte NRD – 14.5%

Dept. of Natural Resources – 20.5%

The draft Interlocal Agreement Amendment, with the new percentages, will be sent to Jim Cook for review and should be ready for approval at the August 15th COHYST meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 15, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for September 20, 2005, October 25, 2005, and November 16, 2005, locations to be announced later.
A letter from Ron Klein was distributed to the Sponsors.  The letter will be addressed on August 15th.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rick Wilson – U.S. Geological Survey

Matt Landon – U.S. Geological Survey

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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