PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 14, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn 

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented 

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Not represented 

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the November 16, 2005 meeting did not get e‑mailed to the group.  Approval for the minutes was deferred to the next meeting.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of   November 23, 2005.  The total debits are $2,052,888.52 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $87,847.17.  Billings for Sponsor contributions will be going out today.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills from July 28 through the present were presented for approval of payment:  1) Eagle Resources, peer review – $15,958.90; 2) Parsons Engineering Science - $341.29; 3) USGS, modeling & ET - $35,696.00; 4) Parsons Engineering Science - $9,880.64; 5) Larry Cast, geology - $385.00; 6) Eagle Resources, peer review - $36,123.70; 7) Shramek Video & Photography, $433.97; 8) Eagle Resources, peer review - $8,925.91; 9) Eagle Resources, peer review - $9,997.29; 10) KICX Radio, I&E Video - $100.00; 11) Parsons Engineering Science - $2,615.76; 12) USGS, modeling - $6,200.00; 13) USGS, modeling - $11,200.00; 14) USGS, evapotranspiration - $7,699.00; 15) Environmental Modeling, software - $4,950.00; and 16) Parsons Engineering Science - $20,074.32.

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the financial report and payment of the above listed bills as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

I & E PROGRAM:  A DVD of the video will be sent to all the Sponsors.  No changes to the video will be made at this time but some talking points will be developed to use during the video in regard to peer review.

TECHNICAL COORDINATOR AGREEMENT - CPNRD:  Don Kraus will prepare the draft Technical Coordinator Agreement with Central Platte NRD.  Ron Bishop will provide the information regarding hours per month and costs for the quarterly in-kind contribution.  

MODELING AGREEMENT – MILLER & ASSOCIATES:  A draft agreement for modeling services to be provided to Miller & Associates was presented and reviewed.  A revised indemnification paragraph has been received from Miller & Associates.  

After considerable discussion on the indemnification paragraph, it was moved by Brian Barels to accept the indemnification paragraph with the changes along with the addition of language to limit liability to the amount of the contract or the cost of insurance to protect the Sponsors.  This is for this agreement only.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Don will bring back an indemnification paragraph.

INSURANCE FOR COHYST:  Ron Cacek was to investigate the costs of insurance for COHYST and has not received any quotes at this time.  Don Kraus stated that he would also check on insurance locally.

GUIDELINES FOR PROVIDING COHYST SERVICES:  The guidelines for providing COHYST services which were adopted at the last meeting were reviewed.  The guideline cost for services would include a share of insurance not to exceed 20%.

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT:  Kent Miller made the motion to add Dick Luckey Contract to the agenda.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

A draft of an agreement with Dick Luckey was presented and discussed.  The agreement is for a period of three years (January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2008).  Don talked to Dick Luckey and an amount of $65 per hour was discussed.  Several other revisions were presented.  

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee (Don Kraus, Ron Bishop, Brian Barels and Ann Bleed) to execute a contract with Dick Luckey based on $65.00 per hour and based on budgetary restraints.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Dick Luckey has completed review of the task sheets and is ready to work on the new model focusing on ET and the sensitivity of the river.  

Steve Peterson is making model changes and updates.  Steve and Clint are working on answering comments that have been received regarding the peer review.

Clint Carney has been making model changes and he is converting the Central Model Unit from GMS 5.1 to GMS 6.0.

The question was raised on whether there are enough hours in Steve’s contract.  Steve will use any unused hours in Dick Luckey’s contract through December 31, 2005.  A question was raised regarding the computer Steve is using.

MODELER REPORT:  In the peer review that was distributed, there are tasks for Duane and Rich Kern that are to be done.  The appendix in the geology report was discussed and final updates to the geology report will be available and copies will be made.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee is expecting a report from David Russ and Matt Landon regarding the documentation of ET’s.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors scheduled for January 19, 2006 was changed to January 31, 2006, at NPPD in Kearney.  The meeting scheduled February 15, 2006 has been cancelled.  Meetings have also been scheduled for March 17, 2005, and May 10, 2006, both at NPPD in Kearney.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  12/14/05

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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