PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 1, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 9, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from February 9, 2005 as mailed out.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Ann Bleed abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of February 24, 2005 .  The total debits are $1,789,891.62 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $350,844.07. Also a statement from Eagle Resources was received indicating performance of work in the amount of $5,747.70 and $2,966.49 is now due.

An update on the status of contracts was presented.  After contract funds are removed, the remaining funds available total $88,099.09.

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve the financial report and the payment of outstanding bills.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The latest power point presentation for public information is on the FTP site for review by the Information Committee.  Committee members are to contact Don Kraus with comments.
SERVICES AGREEMENT AMENDMENT – EAGLE RESOURCES:  Eric Lappala of Eagle Resources has agreed to a two month extension of the peer review agreement with no change in cost.  An amendment will be drafted and brought back to the Sponsors for approval.

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  The modeler agreements expired June 30, 2004 and have not been extended.  The question of whether or not to extend the agreements will need to be addressed.

MODELER SCHEDULE AND REPORT:  Clint Carney is an estimated two months behind schedule; he has about a week left on calibrating the 1/2 mile node model.  The process of writing the report will then follow.  He has written the one-mile multi-layer report.  

Dick Luckey is working on information for the state regarding depletions.  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee will meet March 9, 2005 to go through items relating to the models, budget tasks, and hear a presentation by Matt Landon on the status of the ET study.

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  The 3000 and 6000 tasks from the work plan were presented and reviewed.  After considerable discussion, it was decided that the Technical Committee needs to review and prioritize the tasks, project a cost for each task, and provide an estimated time frame before the Sponsors can develop a budget.  Sponsors should get any suggestions regarding other tasks to Duane that pertain to integrated management planning that are not covered in the 6000 task series by March 8th so he can take them to the Technical Committee meeting on the 9th for consideration.

Discussion was also held on registering the COHYST name so there is control of the name.  Also discussed was registering domain names on the internet for COHYST.  Ron Bishop will investigate this and report back.

How much of the modelers time will be needed after models are done was discussed.  More information is needed so this was deferred to a later time.  

The 6000 tasks were discussed and the question of importance was raised.

Discussion was held on whether or not copywriting of the models could be done.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 29, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  May 4, 2005, at NPPD’s office in Kearney, June 13, 2005 and July 11, 2005 in Kearney.  

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  3/1/05

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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