PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 9, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not Represented

North Platte NRD – Not Represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not Represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Not Represented

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not Represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen (via Conference Call)

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 3, 2004 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from December 3, 2004 as mailed out.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 27, 2005 .  The total debits are $1,772,091.99 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $368,643.70. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following bills were presented for payment:  1) Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District, lunches for modelers’ meeting - $82.60; 2) BOSS International, GMS upgrade for modelers’ computers - $6,365.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Rich Holloway seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION:
It was reported that requests have been received from newspapers regarding documentation on the western model.  The documentation was put on the web site last Wednesday for Sponsors to view.

WATERCLAIM REQUEST:  WaterClaim has requested COHYST data used to generate the 40 year/28% lines needed by the State of Nebraska.  It is anticipated that WaterClaim will use the data to evaluate the feasibility of moving water from the Platte Basin to the Republican Basin.  Discussion was held on the fact that the data has not been peer reviewed.  

After considerable discussion, Brian Barels made the motion to provide the information to WaterClaim on a disk, provide the report developed from the data and provide a letter stating that the data is the best information available at the time the report was prepared and that the product has not been peer reviewed.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW CONTRACT:  The peer review process has begun.  Dick Luckey’s report has been provided and Steve Peterson’s report will be on the website by Friday of this week.  Duane reported that the Technical Committee has released these reports for peer review.  He also reported that actual input files and data will be put on the website and will be public information.  The written reports are now on the website but the input data is not.  Discussion was held on pulling the information off the website and putting it on the FTP site and state that it is being peer reviewed.  

It was the consensus of the Sponsors to remove the model documentation from the website until the peer review was complete.  Requests from the media for information would be handled on a case by case basis.

Clint Carney’s progress on the Central model has been delayed and the best estimate is that a two month delay in the schedule will be necessary.  A follow-up letter will be provided to Eagle Resources indicating that we anticipate a two month delay.
NEBRASKA DEPLETION PLAN INFORMATION:  A request was received from Jim Cook with the Department of Natural Resources regarding the depletion plan.  The EIS group of the Cooperative Agreement would like an estimate of the depletions to the Platte River caused by development after 1997 in Nebraska.  A modeler meeting was held on January 31st to evaluate the request. The modelers, under the leadership of Dick Luckey, believe that the request can be met without any additional delay in the Central model progress.  The Sponsors supported the assistance to the State.

UNL STUDIES:  A draft UNL-COHYST study proposal from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln dated 1/24/05 was distributed and reviewed.  Some funding would be provided by EPA to the University to complete the work.  This issue will be discussed further on March 1st.

AMENDMENT TO USGS MODELER AGREEMENT:  An amendment to the USGS Modeler Agreement was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The amendment increases the agreement by $20,000 or $8,600 for the USGS and $11,400 for COHYST.  The agreement would be extended to October 31, 2005.  There are three purposes for the amendment.  The first is to have Dick Luckey available through the peer review process, to review Clint Carney’s report (Central Model) and, insure Dick’s availability to answer questions during peer review.

In addition, part of Dick Luckey’s time will be used to complete the work for the State of Nebraska.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the USGS Modeler Agreement Amendment and to include a letter to USGS regarding the scope of what the amendment covers.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FUTURE USES OF COHYST:  Under item No. 9 of the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement, a budget is to be established March 1st each year.  Sponsors should be ready to discuss work tasks, in‑kind contributions, and budgets for next year at the March 1st meeting.

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  The modeler agreements expired in June of this year but work is still being done.  Discussion was held on whether or not to extend the agreements.  The Technical Committee will meet on March 9th and discuss the necessity of an extension to the modeler agreements and report back on March 29th.

MODELER SCHEDULE AND REPORT:  An updated modeler schedule was distributed and reviewed.  Clint Carney is working on the 1/2 mile model.  Dick has basically completed his model and is being reviewed by Courtney.  Dick has started reviewing Steve’s model and has provided comments to Steve.

ET STUDY EXTENSION:  A proposal from USGS for continuation for another year of the ET study on the Platte River was discussed.  The estimated cost to continue the study would be $40,000 with the possibility of funding from UNL.  The proposal will be e‑mailed to the Technical Committee for review and will be deferred to March 1st.  The possibility of funding part of the study from UNL/EPA funds was discussed.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee report was deferred to March 1.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 1, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  March 29, 2005 and May 4, 2005, at NPPD’s office in Kearney.  
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Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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