PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 22, 2005– 1:30 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 13, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from June 13, 2005 as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  Discussion was held regarding Steve Peterson taking a position with the U.S.G.S. and contracting for his time.  Don Kraus has contacted Bob Swanson of the U.S.G.S. and 11 weeks of time in the current fiscal year would cost $31,000.  For 36 weeks of time in the upcoming fiscal year, cost would be $105,000.  The U.S.G.S. would contribute a cost match of 33%.  

Discussion was also held regarding hiring modelers and contracting with Dick Luckey after he retires from U.S.G.S.  Don Kraus will contact Dick about contracting for his time and get an estimate of the cost and time available.  

The allocation of funding for each entity was then reviewed with the Sponsors. Also, there are $34,388.49 in funds that are not committed and will carry over.  Ann Bleed reported that some funding could possibly come from the LB962 funds and will check on this.  Discussion was held regarding the level of contributions from each party.  A potential change in the level of funding for the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, Nebraska Public Power District and the Department of Natural Resources will be reviewed prior to the next meeting.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  After discussion, it was the general opinion that an amended Interlocal Agreement was the way to go instead of a new agreement.  The uncommitted funds would carry over into the amended agreement.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 11, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for August 15, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.
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Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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