PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 13, 2005– 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 4, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve the minutes from May 4, 2005 as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report available.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for payment.

PEER REVIEW EXTENSION:  The documentation for the Central Model Unit will not be ready to send for peer review until the end of June. Change Order No. 2 with Eagle Resources for Peer Review was presented extending the ending date to September 30, 2005 due to the delay in the Central Model Unit.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Change Order No. 2 with Eagle Resources as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION:  Several slides were offered to be placed in the public information presentation.  Considerable discussion followed regarding the text for the slides and which slides should be included.  The group agreed upon changes and Ron Bishop will have the suggested changes made to the presentation.

COHYST BUDGET – 7/1/05 TO 7/1/06:  The budget for 2005/2006 was reviewed.  The majority of the group felt that the COHYST budget should only address those tasks necessary for the maintenance/enhancement of the COHYST models and databases.  Work for a specific area or project should have separate funding.  The total of the 3000 and 4000 tasks is $292,760.  The 6000 tasks totaled $64,000.  

After considerable discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amount of $292,760 for the 2005/2006 COHYST budget with the understanding that the sponsors look into developing a flow or routing model for the Platte and that part or all of the $15,000 under miscellaneous be available if necessary for scoping that effort.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

The next step for the budget is the funding allocation for the next year for each entity.  The memo which Ron sent out regarding the previous allocation was then discussed.  Another method of allocation was to use units of responsibility with one unit allocated for South Platte NRD, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and Little Blue NRD and two units of allocation for all other Sponsors.  Considerable discussion was held regarding the allocations that were proposed.

The Interlocal Cooperation Agreement was then discussed and the issue of whether the agreement could be amended or if it would be a new agreement, was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The issue of how carryover funds from the previous agreement would be handled if a new agreement were initiated was then discussed.  If there were a new agreement, Sponsors felt that the previous agreement funds would have to be returned to the parties. There was general agreement a relatively small level of reserves should be provided for.

Ron Bishop made the motion to amend the previous budget amount of $292,760 by adding the contingency amount of $25,000 for a total of $317,760 with the understanding that whatever money is available to be given back (or used to reduce the budget) over the $25,000 level will be given back or used to reduced the budget.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Don Kraus reported that Steve Peterson had been offered another position and was considering the offer.  Discussion was held regarding COHYST contracting for Steve’s time so that Central could attempt to match the competing offer and COHYST could retain him as a COHYST modeler.

Ann Bleed made the motion to agree that COHYST will enter into a modeler agreement for Central to retain Steve Peterson at an estimated cost of $50.00 per hour for the next year and an estimated $47.00 per hour for the following year.  COHYST would contract for 50% of Steve’s time.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Bishop, Ann Bleed, and John Thorburn voted yes. Brian Barels, Ron Cacek, Kent Miller, John Turnbull, and Mike Onnen voted no.  Don Kraus abstained.  The motion did not carry.

The modeler agreement would be developed by the Contract Committee.

John Thorburn made the motion that COHYST commit existing uncommitted funds (approximately $50,000) to contract for approximately 50% of Steve Peterson’s time for the next year (2005/2006) and work to find a way to contract for 50% for the following year (2006/2007) using a modeler agreement.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Don Kraus abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

A special meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors was set for June 22, 2005 at 1:30 PM at NPPD in Kearney at NPPD in Kearney.
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 11, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for August 15, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.
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Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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