PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 25, 2005– 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn (arrived late)

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn (arrived late)

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader (arrived late)

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 20, 2005 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from September 20, 2005 as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) Parsons Engineering, $2,615.76; 2) USGS, $6,200.00, $11,200.00 and $7,699.00 for groundwater modeling and groundwater ET.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve payment of the above listed bills as presented.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Duane Woodward presented a quote for upgrading modeler software from GMS 5.1 to GMS 6.0 at a cost of $5,250.00.  The 5.1 version was causing problems and the 6.0 version will correct those problems.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the software upgrade at a cost of $5,250.00 and to send a letter to the company expressing concerns regarding the situation with the 5.1 version.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

CHANGE ORDER #3, PEER REVIEW, EAGLE RESOURCES:  Change order #3 for the peer review agreement was presented for approval.  The change order extends the end date from September 30, 2005 to October 15, 2005.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve Change Order #3 to the Peer Review Agreement with Eagle Resources.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

A bill was received from Eagle Resources for the final payment of $9,997.29.  The question was raised regarding whether Eagle Resources had addressed the comments regarding the Peer Review Report.  Duane Woodward reported that the comments were addressed in the back section of the Peer Review Report.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the final payment of $9,997.29 to Eagle Resources.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.
REVIEW COMMENTS – COURTNEY HEMENWAY:  Courtney will report at an upcoming Sponsors meeting.

MODELER AGREEMENT - NPPD:  An agreement with NPPD for Clint Carney was reviewed.  A couple of changes were proposed by NPPD – 1) modify the modeler services section to read “up to 75 hours per month” and 2) Clint’s relationship with NPPD is currently temporary part time and may be changed to a full time employee status.  Costs used would be actual salary and actual benefits.  These changes will be incorporated into the agreement and brought back for approval by the Sponsors.

TECHNICAL COORDINATOR AGREEMENT - CPNRD:  The Technical Coordinator Agreement will be ready for the next meeting.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT AGREEMENT - DNR:  A draft of the Technical Support Agreement with NDNR was reviewed by the Sponsors.  It was suggested that one change be inserted into the agreement as follows:  Section 2. The NDNR shall bill the Sponsors on a quarterly basis for the services of Rich Kern at the rate of $40.80/hour and Rick Vollertson at a rate of $26.44/hour plus reasonable rate increases which will be reported to the Sponsors.
John Turnbull made the motion to approve the Technical Support Agreement with NDNR with the suggested change.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER AGREEMENT - USGS:  A suggested agreement with USGS for Steve Peterson’s time was reviewed with the Sponsors.  The agreement called for 60 working days of Steve’s time and the cost would be $33,800 for COHYST and $18.000 for USGS.  

John Turnbull made the motion to approve an agreement with USGS for 60 working days of Steve Peterson’s time at a cost of $33,800 for COHYST and $18,000 for USGS.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Deferred.

MODELER REPORT:  A report was presented on upgrading the models.  Steve has completed all the Western Model updates. Clint is in the process of upgrading the pre-development model.  Steve is working on comments to Courtney’s review work.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The next Technical Committee will be November 29th.

SCHEDULE TO ADDRESS PEER REVIEW COMMENTS:  A spreadsheet was distributed.  The spreadsheet listing the tasks, priority for the task and the effort required to accomplish each task.  The higher priority tasks were reviewed in order of importance.  It was suggested that the executive summary of the peer review be placed on the website in the near future.

Ann Bleed made the motion to direct the modelers start work on the high priority tasks immediately with documentation of sensitivity analysis of streambed conductance and ET being upgraded to high priority.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All others present, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for November 16, 2005, at NPPD in Kearney.  Meetings have also been scheduled for December 14, 2005 and January 19, 2006 at NPPD in Kearney and February 15, 2006, location to be announced.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  10/25/05

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Hovorka – Nebraska Wildlife Federation

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Sarah McCammon – NET Radio

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Cannia – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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