PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 19, 2004 – 1:30 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 30, 2004 meeting had been e-mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  Nebraska Water Users abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

ET STUDY – MATT LANDON:  Matt Landon gave a progress report on the ET Study.  A power point presentation regarding results from the Odessa and Gothenburg sites was reviewed with the Sponsors.  A period of questions and comments was held.  Matt reported that the ET Study may provide useful information for COHYST when it is completed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 24, 2004.  The total debits are $1,539,789.18 with total credits of $2,133,900.21, leaving a balance of $594,111.03.  The balance of the funds available from the Environmental Trust Fund is $6,835.48.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) Parsons Engineering - $158.27; 2) Flatwater Group - $1,770.00 3)UNL, Land Use - $30,586.00; 4) USGS, ET - $15,779.00; 5) USGS, Republican River - $10,300.00 and 6) USGS, Modeling - $42,125.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – MODELERS:  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the modelers expired on June 30, 2004 and  extending the MOU was discussed.  Each Sponsor provided the services of the modeler as part of an in-kind contribution from the Sponsor.  Discussion was held regarding the arrangement that would be in place after June 30, 2004.  A new draft of the MOU will be provided for the next COHSYT meeting.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Discussion concerning the Interlocal Agreement was held.  The commitment of each of the sponsors was reviewed through June 30, 2004.  A question was presented as to whether Nebraska Public Power District, Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, North Platte NRD, and Central Platte NRD would continue to pay for the modelers and contribute the cost as in-kind.  This will be discussed at the next regular COHSYT meeting after each agency has discussed the issue with their respective boards.  It was noted that many of the Sponsors do not have much flexibility with their budgets to make cash contributions since the budgets have already been approved.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The public information committee met earlier in the day and reported that they were close to a final power point presentation.  Another meeting will be held in the near future before the presentation is given to the Sponsors.

SCHEDULE – ASSISTANCE TO STATE:  At the last COHSYT meeting, the Sponsors agreed to give assistance to the State in regard to LB 962.  Discussion was held on holding a meeting on August 18th to review the 40 year, 28% lines that the state will be using before providing the models to the State.  The letter explaining the current status of the model to the state will also be finalized.

PEER REVIEW – RFP:  Revisions to the RFP were presented and will be incorporated into the RFP.  Revisions will be shared with the COHSYT Sponsors prior to mailing the RFP out.  A list of potential peer review contacts has been developed.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  An updated modeler schedule was presented and explained.  It was reported that the models are a month behind schedule.

MODELER REPORT:  An updated report on the modelers progress was distributed and reviewed by the Sponsors.

Dick Luckey continues to work on the ½-mile, single layer model.

Steve Peterson completed calibration on the Eastern Model Unit 1‑mile, multi-layer development period model.

Jim Cannia has been working on the one mile model with Dick Luckey and monitoring drilling of the test holes.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that the Technical Committee reviewed the resistivity work which is being done in Webster County.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 18, 2004 at NPPD’s office in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  August 24, 2004 at NPPD, September 21, 2004 at NPPD, October 26, 2004, location to be announced, and November 17, 2004 at NPPD.
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Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Robert Swanson – U.S. Geological Survey

Rick Wilson – U.S. Geological Survey

Matt Landon – U.S. Geological Survey

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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