PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 20, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 16, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of December 18, 2003.  The total debits are $1,309,071.18 with total credits of $1,771,011.60, leaving a balance of $461,940.42. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Rider, test holes - $5,447.00; 2) Parsons - $794.74.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Jim Cook announced that Ann Bleed would replace him as the representative from the Department of Natural Resources.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  An update on the modeler schedule was presented.  It was reported that Steve Peterson will not be deployed and will continue with the COHYST modeling he has been doing.  The development period model should be completed by the end of March.  The schedule which was distributed earlier has not changed.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  Information which is to be made available to the public is being assembled.  A committee of Ann Bleed, John Thorburn, Kent Miller and Don Kraus will work with Ron Bishop in reviewing the material before bringing it back to the full group for approval.

LARRY CAST CONTRACT:  Amendment No. 7 to the Larry Cast Contract was presented for approval.  The amendment increases the contract by $2,100.00 making the total of the contract $42,100.00 and extends the contract to July 1, 2004.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 7 to the Larry Cast Contract as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  No changes have been made to peer review.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey has been working on the 1950-98 groundwater development period model for the Western Unit.  He has spent additional time using NebGuide ET instead of CropSim ET to simulate pumpage.  Dick began spending twenty-five percent of his time for COHYST on January 1, 2004 and will be working with the North Platte NRD seventy-five percent of the time.

Steve Peterson has been working on development period model.  He has been running scenarios using NebGuide pumpage and also CropSim datasets.  Steve spent a day reviewing the canal seepage estimation spreadsheets.

Clint Carney’s work involved testing various combinations of recharge based on land type and NebGuide pumpage datasets put together by Rich Kern.

Jim Cannia spent time preparing for or drilling the net test holes in Garden and Cheyenne Counties.

Expenditures included upgrading the GMS to 4.0 for the modelers.

Considerable discussion was centered on CropSim and NebGuide use for the models.  A map of the soils used in the models was distributed to the sponsors and discussed extensively.  Modelers ran CropSim using one soil for the entire area and then tried to calibrate the soils.  CropSim pumpage and recharge did not match.  The evapotranspiration estimates from Cropsim and the Nebguide do not show the same trend when graphed from across the COHYST study area.  It was suggested that input from Dr. Darrel Martin be requested and this should be done within the next two weeks or the modeler schedule will slip.  The consensus of all those present was to send a letter to Dr. Martin requesting a meeting, after which a decision needs to be made as to which direction to go to solve this.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on activities of the Technical Committee.

· CALMIT has finished the 1982 land use layer (Maps were made available).  Rich will take datasets for the 1982 land use and compare to current satellite imagery.

· USGS updated reported that a lot of data and information has been collected for the ET Study. The data showed similar patterns as to what was done last year as far as total ET for the two sites.

· A report on the meeting with Xunhong Chen was presented on the models of Buffalo County area aquifer parameters.

· An update on work done by The Flatwater Group was presented.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 24, 2004 at 10:00 A.M. at the Holiday Inn.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  the March 18 meeting was moved to March 16, 2004, an April 20, 2004 date was also chosen, locations to be announced.
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John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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