PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 6, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Not Represented

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 24, 2004 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 25, 2004.  The total debits are $1,432,701.14 with total credits of $1,955,634.40, leaving a balance of $522,933.26.  Outstanding balances for COHSYT contracts were discussed.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Department of Natural Resources, survey well elevations - $25,070.00; 2) Rider Drilling, Test Holes - $9,093.50; 3)U.S. Geological Survey - $22,125.00; and 4) U.S. Geological Survey - $15,779.00.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The appointed committee is making progress on the presentation for public information.  The next meeting of the Committee will be April 19, 2004 in Kearney.  A new version of the presentation will be sent out by the end of the week.  The target date for availability of the presentation for various Boards and the general public is June 1.

ET MEASUREMENT STATION AGREEMENTS:  The lease agreements with Gerald & Keith Trampe and P. Stephen Potter need to be extended at a cost of $3,200.00 ($2,200 for Trampe & $1,000 for Potter) for access to riparian woodlands along the Platte River for determining groundwater evapotranspiration in riparian areas of the Platte River Basin.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize the lease agreements with Trampe and Potter as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  John Turnbull voted no.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  The modeler schedule was distributed and reviewed with the Sponsors.  At the last meeting of the Technical Committee the schedule was updated.  After considerable discussion, Sponsors offered a suggestion that steps be added to the modeler’s schedule for clarification of some of the dates.

U.S.G.S. MODELER AGREEMENT:  Discussion was held regarding additional time which will be required by Dick Luckey.  Kent Miller made the motion to contract for additional time for Dick Luckey through September 30, 2004 at a cost not to exceed $50,000.00.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  Options for peer review were discussed.  A subcommittee for peer review was established with members as follows: Ron Bishop, Kent Miller, Brian Barels, Don Kraus, Gary Lewis, Duane Woodward, and Steve Peterson.  A report will be brought back to the sponsors at the next meeting.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey worked with Steve Peterson regarding how the groundwater mound is being simulated in the eastern model.  Additional work will be done over the next month.  A conference call was held with Dean Yonts who published a NebGuide on crop water use in western Nebraska.  Discussion was held about the differences between CropSim simulated water use in the west verses the NebGuide published values.

Steve Peterson continues work on the Eastern Model Unit transient model and testing the development-period model to get simulation of the mound.  In mid-March he started work on the multi-layer development period model.

Clint Carney worked on the calibration of the development period  transient model using Cropsim and NebGuide pumpage values and it was decided to focus on using on the NebGuide pumpage data set.

A handout was distributed regarding the next level of modeling for the half mile grid.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on activities of the Technical Committee.

· A report was presented by Wade Kress, USGS, on resistivity in Webster County to better define the geology of the area.

· Drilling should be completed by the end of the month.

· Marc Groff is working on documenting Cropsim for COHSYT.

· The next Technical Committee meeting will be May 10.

NEXT MEETING:  The April 20, 2004 meeting was cancelled.  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 11, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  June 15, 2004, July, 12, 2004, and August 24, 2004, locations to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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