PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 11, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 6, 2004 meeting had been e-mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of April 22, 2004.  The total debits are $1,483,870.40 with total credits of $1,965,342.73, leaving a balance of $481,472.33.  The Environmental Trust monies are almost depleted and the remaining balances due on the contracts, etc. will be paid with the monies which have been contributed by the Sponsors.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) South Platte NRD, registering monitoring wells - $420.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  An updated modeler schedule was distributed and discussed.  The model for the Central Unit has been delayed but efforts are under way to address the schedule.
PEER REVIEW:  The Peer Review Committee met and developed a “Recommended External Peer Review Procurement Process” which was distributed to the Sponsors.  After a brief review of the document, questions were raised as to what the models would be used for and if there would be one coordinating organization that would review all of the models and reports and create one final report.  In addition, how would potential problems with the model be addressed.

It was suggested that a special session of the Sponsors might be held to determine what the expectations and uses of the models would be.  Members were asked to make a list of questions, expectations, and uses and bring them to the next meeting.  Discussion could then be held regarding this issue.

The Peer Review Committee will meet again on May 26th at 4:00 PM, subject to the availability of Gary Lewis, to refine the “Recommended External Peer Review Procurement Process” document.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The committee met on May 10th to review the information being developed to present to the public and various boards.  There is still work to be done and another meeting has been scheduled.

USGS MODELER CONTRACT:  A handout regarding modified costs for the USGS modeler contract was presented and discussed.  

Original Agreement FY04

Total Amount ($)
Federal Match ($)
Cooperator Contribution ($)
COHYST FY04
116,000
27,500
88,500

Modified Agreements FY04

COHYST FY04
200,000
71,500
 128,500

Modified Agreement FY05

COHYST FY05
  68,000
25,000
43,000

Total Modified Agreement FY04/05

COHSYT

268,000
96,500

 171,500

Additional information will be provided to the Sponsors regarding the number of hours in the revised FY04 contracts.

MODELER REPORT:  Summaries of the modelers were distributed and discussed.  Steve Peterson has been working on the calibration of the 1-mile multi-layer development-period model of the Eastern Model Unit.

Clint Carney is working on the Central Model Unit for COHYST after finals.  The current focus on the 2-D model is on recharge values using the NebGuide pumpage dataset.

The Western Model Unit comparison of the 1-mile grid pre-groundwater development model with the 1/2–mile grid model was discussed.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on activities of the Technical Committee.

· Matt Landon presented a progress report on the riparian ET study.  An additional net radiometer was deployed on the tower at Odessa in March which will more accurately measure the different components of net radiation.  It was suggested that Matt attend the June COHYST Sponsors meeting and make a presentation.  Duane will follow up; on availability of Matt.

· Marc Groff presented an update on CropSim.

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee is scheduled for July 7, 2004.

· The modelers will attend a COHYST meeting at a later date to update the Sponsors on the models.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 30, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  July 19, 2004, August 24, 2004, and September 21, 2004, locations to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Daryl Anderson – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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