PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 24, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Not represented

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 19, 2004 and the August 18, 2004 meetings were e-mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from July 19 and August 18 as mailed out.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 22, 2004.  The total debits are $1,547,118.95 with total credits of $2,133,900.21, leaving a balance of $586,781.26.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following bill was presented for approval of payment:  1) Parsons Engineering Science - $5,401.50.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Discussion was held on whether there was a need to extend the Modeler Interlocal Agreement.  This will be investigated further and presented at the September 21, 2004 meeting of the Sponsors.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The Committee is still waiting on three drawings but is getting close to a finished product.

PEER REVIEW – RFP:  A pre-bid meeting for the peer review RFP will be held tomorrow (August 25) in Lincoln at the Hampton Inn.  Discussion was also held on what the cost for peer review will be.  A budget of $50,000 to $100,000 was felt to be appropriate if questions were asked about the applicable budget.

SUTHERLAND WELLFIELD MODEL:  Courtney Hemenway gave a power point presentation on the Sutherland Wellfield Model.  Some of the items covered in the presentation were Data Review, Preliminary Well Design, Baseline Conditions, GGS Operational Conditions, where to go in the future, details regarding the GGS Model, Probable Case Scenarios, and a summary.  The model verified that the wellfield project was a viable alternative.  Courtney noted that the COHSYT model contributed greatly to the Sutherland Wellfield Model.  Following the presentation, questions from the Sponsors were answered.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Duane Woodward updated the Sponsors on the modeler schedule.  The schedule will also be presented to the Technical Committee at their meeting later today.

MODELER REPORT:  Discussion centered around the upgrading of the GMS model from 4.0 to 5.0 for each modeler.  It was felt that an upgrade at this time would not be appropriate.  The question was also presented on upgrading the hardware for the modelers.

After discussion, Kent Miller made the motion to authorize upgrading hardware for the computers for the three modelers and also for Dick Luckey up to $7,500 per work station.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  John Turnbull voted no.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that the Technical Committee will be meeting after lunch today.  He also reported that Duane Eversoll is still working on interpreting the test hole logs.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 21, 2004 at NPPD.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  October 26, 2004, Holiday Inn in Kearney, November 17, 2004 at NPPD, and December 13, 2004, location to be announced.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Gary Lewis – Parsons Engineering Science

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cannia – North Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner –Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Courtney Hemenway - HGE

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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