PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 30, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Ramada Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 11, 2004 meeting had been e-mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 24, 2004.  The total debits are $1,539,789.l8 with total credits of $2,133,900.21, leaving a balance of $594,111.03.  The balance of the funds available from the Environmental Trust Fund is $6,835.48.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: There were no outstanding bills to be paid.

PEER REVIEW:  Brian Barels e-mailed a draft of the RFP for peer review to the Sponsors.  Extensive discussion was held on the draft and comments were presented.  Another meeting of the committee will be scheduled for further review and consideration of the comments received.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  A revised modeler schedule was distributed to the Sponsors and changes to the schedule were explained.
PUBLIC INFORMATION:  Progress is being made on the information presentation for the public.  A first draft of the power point presentation is being reviewed by the committee.  

AMENDMENT NO. 7 – PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE, INC.:  Amendment No. 7 to the contract between COHSYT and Parsons was presented and explained.  The contract needs to be extended for another year through June 30, 2005 and to increase the compensation in the amount of $40,000.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Amendment No. 7 to the Parsons Engineering Science, Inc. contract as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

USGS MODELING AGREEMENT AMENDMENT:  A modification to the USGS modeling agreement to provide Dick Luckey’s continued participation in the COHYST II groundwater modeling project was presented.  The amendment increases the agreement by $68,000 or $25,000 for the USGS and $43,000 for COHYST beginning October 1, 2004.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the amendment to the modeling agreement with the USGS.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING - FLATWATER GROUP:  The Flatwater Group has requested an increase in the funding level on the CROPSIM work from $20,000 to $23,000 so Flatwater can take COHYST comments on the report and incorporate them into a final report.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the additional funding for the Flatwater Group as presented.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE STATE – LB 962:  Roger Patterson explained what is involved with LB 962 and the assistance that COHYST could provide.

Ann Bleed made the motion that COHYST provide technical assistance to the state in regard to LB 962.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor, except for a no vote by Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District.  The motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported the following:

· Western Model Unit – Dick Luckey and Jim Cannia have basically finished the 1/2 mile single layer model and they have also been testing the sequence of re‑running the model  to get the lines on the map.

· Central Model Unit – Clint Carney is working on the development period model for the multi-layer model.

· Eastern Model Unit – Steve Peterson is starting to subdivide the model  into the 1/2 mile model nodes.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that the Technical Committee will meet July 7 and 8 in Lincoln and discussion will concern the functionality of what is input into the models and reports on the ET study.

Matt Landon will give a presentation to COHYST at the next meeting on the ET study.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 19, at 1:30 P.M. at the Holiday Inn in Kearney  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  August 24, 2004 at NPPD’s office in Kearney, September 21, 2004, and October 26, 2004, locations to be announced.
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Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Roger K. Patterson- Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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