PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 24, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 20, 2004 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of February 20, 2004.  The total debits are $1,337,108.86 with total credits of $1,843,718.37, leaving a balance of $506,609.51. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Parsons Engineer Science - $4,474.69; 2) Rider Drilling – Test Holes - $11,717.25; 3) Flatwater Group - $3,145.00; and 4) Hamilton Info Systems - $2,459,00.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  Duane Woodward reported on the meeting held in Fort Collins on the 20th and the modeler schedule was discussed.  The immediate goal is to complete the single layer, 1-mile transient model by March 31 for all regions. The next goal is to complete the multilayer transient model for all regions by April 30.  It may not be possible to complete a multilayer transient model for the Western area because of the unique hydrology within the region and a single layer will be used in that case. A multilayer transient model with one half mile grid spacing will be completed by May 31 (with the exception of the Western area which may be a single layer model).   A question regarding fall backs in case problems arise was discussed in detail.

MODELER REPORT:  The debate regarding the use of CropSim and the Nebguide data for the models was discussed.  A decision was made to use soil characteristics and land use to establish recharge values.  The decision about whether to use CropSim or Nebguide data for pumping values is still being discussed and a decision will be made by March 31. These issues were discussed in detail with Dick Luckey.  

Maps were distributed for 1997 to show what is changing in the recharge data sets for non-agricultural/rangeland, dryland ag land, and irrigated ag land.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on activities of the Technical Committee.

· In March Jim Cannia will be working on the test hole drilling yet to be done at Blue Creek.

· The next Technical Committee meeting will be held March 31, 2004.

· Work is being done on the draft geology report.

· An update on land use was presented.

Brian Barels requested the Technical Committee to update the sponsors on the tasks that are still to be completed.

PEER REVIEW:  Need a peer review plan and RFP.  May have to request an extension for the trust funds beyond June and sign a contract before June 1, 2004 for the peer review and contracts.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  A meeting was scheduled for March 10th of the committee formed to review information for the public.  The meeting will be held in Grand Island at 10:30 AM.  The Committee consists of Brian Barels, Kent Miller, Ann Bleed, Don Kraus, John Thorburn, and Ron Bishop.  

NEXT MEETING:  The meeting scheduled for March 16 has been cancelled. The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 6, 2004, at 10:00 A.M. at the Nebraska Public Power District.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  April 20, 2004, May 11, 2004, and June 15, 2004, locations to be announced.
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Duane Eversoll – Conservation & Survey Division, UNL

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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