PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 21, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not Represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 24, 2004 meeting were e-mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes from August 24, 2004 as mailed out.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ann Bleed and Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report presented.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following bill was presented for approval of payment:  1) Parsons Engineering Science - $1,627.72.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Brian Barels made the motion to authorize payment for a computer for Rich Kern in an amount not to exceed $4,000.00.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  An update on the status of the information being prepared for the public was presented.

PEER REVIEW – RFP:  The addendum has been sent out to thirty-two potential bidders.  The deadline for receiving bid proposals for the peer review is September 30, 2004.  A subcommittee consisting of Don Kraus, Brian Barels, Ron Bishop, and Ann Bleed will meet on October 7th to review the bids, with October 15th as the date for development of the short list, followed by bidder interviews on November 2nd.
UNL STUDY FUNDING:  A meeting with Congressman Osborne was held last Friday in North Platte.  Discussions were held on low lake levels at Lake McConaughy and what we should do in response to the drought.  Two major areas to focus on were education and economics.  In addition, a discussion was held on potential improvements to COHYST.  After considerable discussion, Chairman Kraus stated that he would contact the University on available dates to meet and discuss what the UNL can do to help the COHYST process.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  An updated modeler schedule was presented and discussed.

MODELER REPORT:  The conversion to the new computer by the modelers is going good.  The report describing the development of the 28%/40 year lines was reviewed by Jay Bitner and comments were provided to Dick Luckey.  The final report should be ready this Friday (September 24).

It was estimated that the Eastern Model Unit was behind about 1.5 weeks.  The Central Model Unit was estimated to be behind about 8 to 10 weeks.  The calibration of the Western Model Unit is complete and documentation is being written.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· The report on the hydrostratigraphic units.  

· No report was available on the riparian ET study.

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee will be October 21, 2004.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 26, 2004, Holiday Inn in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  November 17, 2004 at NPPD, and December 13, 2004, location to be announced.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  9/21/04

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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