PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 26, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 21, 2004 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes from September 21, 2004 as mailed out.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of October 28, 2004.  The total debits are $1,680,188.26 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $460,547.43. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following bills were presented for approval of payment:  1) UNL Land Use Contract - $30,586.00; 2) Parsons Engineering Science - $2,749.90; 3) Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, computers - $23,338.51; 4) Dell, Computer - $3,363.18; 5) Gerald & Keith Trampe, weather station - $2,200.00; 6) Stephen Potter, weather station - $1,000.00; 7) USGS, Modeling - $42,125.00 8) USGS, riparian ET - $15,779.00; and 9) USGS, Republican geophysics - $10,300.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Duane Woodward requested authorization to pay the Flatwater Group Inc. for a CROPSIM report in the amount of $1,835.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to authorize payment of $1,835.00 to the Flatwater Group, Inc. as presented, subject to acceptability of the report by Duane Woodward.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  The Sponsors voted as follows:  Central Platte NRD, Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, Department of Natural Resources, Game & Parks Commission, North Platte NRD, South Platte NRD, Tri-Basin NRD, and Twin Platte NRD voted yes.  Nebraska Public Power District, Upper Big Blue NRD, and Little Blue NRD voted no.  The motion was declared carried.

GSA CONFERENCE:  Discussion was held regarding the COHYST Sponsors paying expenses for the modelers to attend the Geological Society Association (GSA) conference in Denver on November 6-10, 2004.  Cost would be approximately $1500 per person.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize payment of the expenses for the modelers to attend the GSA Conference as presented at a cost not to exceed $5,000.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  No update was available.

PEER REVIEW – RFP AND MODELER SCHEDULE:  Interviews of the two  bidders for peer review of the COHYST models and database who were evaluated the highest will be held on November 2nd in Lincoln at the Hampton Inn at the airport beginning at 9:00 AM.  The updated modeler schedule was reviewed with the group.

UNL RESEARCH:  Potential additional research by the University of Nebraska at Lincoln (UNL) was discussed.  Several areas of research were reviewed with the Sponsors.  Duane Woodward will meet with UNL representatives to discuss the areas that UNL should concentrate on for the research.  UNL will receive funding from the EPA in the amount of $100,000.

MODELER REPORT:  The modeler report was updated during the discussion regarding peer review.  The other item presented was the status of the two half mile models.  Steve Peterson has almost completed the Eastern Model, the Western Model is basically done, and Clint Carney is not quite finished with the one mile, multi-layer development period model for the Central Model Unit.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that 1) Matt Landon updated the Technical Committee on the ET study; 2) Duane Eversoll reported on the test hole data; 3) Conservation & Survey Division is building a database with the test hole information; and 4) the web site needs to be updated when the new information presentation is complete.  The next Technical Committee meeting will be December 8-9, 2004 in Lincoln.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 3, 2004 at NPPD in Kearney.  The November 17 and December 13 meetings were cancelled. Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  January 4, 2005 and February 9, 2005, both will be held at NPPD’s office in Kearney.

A meeting has also been scheduled for November 17, 2004 for the Information Committee at 10:30 in Grand Island with Peer Review to follow at 1:00 PM for contract review.
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John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

PAGE  
1

