PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Friday, December 3, 2004 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Ann Bleed

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 26, 2004 meeting were e‑mailed to the group.  

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes from October 26, 2004 as mailed out.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of November 23, 2004.  The total debits are $1,752,357.46 with total credits of $2,140,735.69, leaving a balance of $388,378.23. 

An update on outstanding contract balances was presented.  The Technical Committee will meet next week and review all the models.  The modeler contract with Dick Luckey runs through June 30, 2005.  Funds for the contract were discussed and Don Kraus will contact Dick on the status of the models and how much time Dick can expect to dedicate to this project.  Don will also contact Ron Cacek in regard to Dick’s commitment to the North Platte NRD.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: There were no outstanding bills to be paid. 

Duane Woodward requested an upgrade to the GMS models from the 4.0 to the 5.0 version at a cost of $600 to upgrade eight GMS licenses and three at $1200 each, with a total cost of $8,400.00.  Duane will check on this and get a more firm estimate.  He also requested an upgrade for his computer which needs additional capacity and storage.  The cost to upgrade Duane’s computer would be $2,600.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to upgrade Duane’s computer at a cost of $2,600.00  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

PUBLIC INFORMATION:  The Information Committee will meet following the COHYST meeting.

PEER REVIEW CONTRACT – EAGLE RESOURCES, P.A.:  A revised proposal from Eagle Resources, P.A. was presented and the changes were reviewed.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the contract with Eagle Resources as presented and authorize the Chairman to sign the contract and to send a cover letter to clarify that the $10,000.00 retainer funds would be used first before any contract billings.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

UNL STUDY PROPOSAL:  A proposal from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln was reviewed with the Sponsors.  This proposal entitled “Solving Complex Water Issues in Nebraska: Modeling the Western Platte River Valley” was submitted to the EPA.  After discussion a committee of Don Kraus, Kent Miller, Ron Bishop and Ann Bleed will schedule a meeting with Kyle Hoagland and Derrel Martin from the University to discuss this proposal.

MODELER SCHEDULE AND REPORT:  There were no changes to the modeler schedule since the last meeting.  The Western and Central Model Units are on schedule, but the Eastern Model Unit is behind schedule by about 2 weeks.  Duane and Jim Cannia are working on the description of the multiple layers and should complete this for the final version by the middle of next week.  

Questions were raised as to how many reports documenting each model need to be printed.  All of the reports will be available on the website but it was felt that a paper copy should be printed and stored in one central location.  Ann Bleed will check on storing the official paper copy of the reports at the Department of Natural Resources office.  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reviewed comments from Gary Lewis on a document from 2000 regarding applications of the COHYST model and what needs to be done after COHYST.  Duane also reported that he has been asked to speak on COHYST at the upcoming Water Law Conference.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 4, 2005 at NPPD in Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  February 9, 2005, at NPPD’s office in Kearney.  
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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