PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Friday, January 31, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 16, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  Tri-Basin NRD abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 30, 2003.  The total debits are $973,733.86 with total credits of $1,398,889.89, leaving a balance of $425,156.03.  

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the financial report as presented and expenditures as listed.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MEETING WITH REPUBLICAN BASIN MODELERS:  A report on the meeting 

which was held January 23rd with the Republican Basin modelers was presented.  Items discussed included:  1) inputs to the models and the progress of the modeling effort, 2) a request for base of aquifer information, 3) a request for information regarding the COHSYT model calibration process to assist with the Republican River model calibration, 4) differences in base flow analysis, and 5) peer review.

PEER REVIEW:  Duane reported that a retired employee from the USGS is willing to do peer review for COHYST.  Gary Lewis is putting together a summary of contacts and cost estimates.  There may be a Technical Committee meeting in Colorado with representatives from a group developing a model for the South Platte River in Colorado sometime in March or April to discuss the data requirements for COHYST that are being put together.

MODELER REPORT:  Steve and Clint have basically finished the pre-development multi-layer models.  The western model area modeler is having trouble running the multi-layer model.  Clint and Steve have begun the transient model calibration.  Steve is also completing documentation on the pre-development model and the transient model.  The Technical Committee decided to do a geology report on the different layers.  It was noted that the modelers are changing to the “stream” module rather than the “drain” module to represent tributaries in the transient model.  Also discussion was held in regard to requesting Dick Luckey to attend the next COHYST meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the January 22-23 Technical Committee meeting as follows:

· A report was presented to the Technical Committee by Patti Dappen on land use.  The comparison of certified acres to satellite data was much closer.

· Duane Eversoll is putting the additional 50 wells into the test hole log books.

· Jim Goecke reported on moving one of Clint Carney’s test holes to line up more with the transect well as the wells are too far apart to get a good measure.

· The report by CSD on estimating annual recharge numbers was discussed.

· Matt Landon updated the committee on the ET study which will continue through June 2004.

· The data collection effort is going well.

· A reported was presented on recharge pumpage data.  The modelers are struggling with the calibration.

· Rich Kern is putting the slide show on COHYST on the web site.

· The Committee needs to check contracts to see which ones may need to be extended.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 4, 2003 at the Holiday Inn, 110 2nd Avenue, Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  April 14, 2003 and May 14, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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