PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 4, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook (by conference phone)

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 31, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of February 27, 2003.  The total debits are $977,014.25 with total credits of $1,506,178.03, leaving a balance of $529,163.78.

Rod Horn made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  Rich Holloway seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for payment.

PEER REVIEW:  A draft proposal from Larry Land entitled “Functionality Review of the Groundwater Modelers in Development by COHYST” was discussed.  The proposal is in two phases.  Phase I will review the technical formulation of the three groundwater models and Phase II will review the suitability and expected performance of the models.  The budgeted cost for Phase I is estimated to be $79,790 and Phase II is $40,520 for a total amount of $120,310.  Concerns were raised about the “independence” of the evaluation and how it would fit into the peer review process.  The Technical Committee will review this proposal along with other review approaches.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF COHYST:  A letter to the editor from Ron Klein concerning the modeling being done by COHYST was discussed.  A committee consisting of Ron Bishop, Duane Woodward, John Thorburn, Gary Lewis and Dick Luckey will address this.

CONTRACT REVIEW:  Current contracts need to be reviewed to find which ones need to be extended.  

MODELER REPORT:  The modelers were all present to review the status of the models.  Discussions were held in regard to the multi-layer model and the groundwater development period model for the three model areas.  After the multi-layer model for each area is calibrated, this is the model which will be used to draw the 40 year lines on the map.  Clint and Steve are within approximately two weeks of calibration of the eastern and central models but Jim is having problems and will take longer to calibrate the western model.

The transient model is from the spring of 1950 to the spring of 1998.  A flow chart was presented on the steps to be taken for the transient model.  The problems encountered during calibration were reviewed.  A period of thirty to sixty days will be needed to further review calibration unless other problems are encountered.

The question of Dick Luckey’s time was raised.  His hours go from full time to half time at the end of March.  Concerns were raised and an extension of full time hours to July 1st was discussed.

Kent Miller made the motion to extend Dick Luckey’s full time hours through June 30th.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  After discussion of the budget and other obligations of Dick’s time, Kent withdrew his motion.

Further discussion was held and Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to negotiate an extension of Dick’s full time hours through June 30th, not to exceed $35,000.000 of additional costs.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that there had been no Technical Committee meeting.

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee will be March 11th.

· Patti Dappen will possibly be at the next meeting to discuss 2002 work on land use.

The tasks for the modelers over the next 90 days were discussed.

In regard to peer review, the Technical Committee will look into the Larry Land proposal to see what is beneficial.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 16, 2003.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  May 14, 2003 at Nebraska Public Power District, and July 9, 2003, location to be announced.
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Clint P. Carney – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Richard Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Jim Cannia – North Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
PAGE  
2

