PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 14, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Not represented 

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 16, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 22, 2003.  The total debits are $1,077,942.58 with total credits of $1,517,761.37 leaving a balance of $439,818.79.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) Sargent Irrigation - $14,178.95; and 2) Parsons Engineering Science - $4,123.74.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report as presented and also to approve the expenditures for payment on May 22 as listed.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  Duane reported on the meeting held in Denver on April 25th with Colorado’s Decision Support System (CDSS).  Good comments and information were exchanged.
MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey’s report was distributed and discussed.  Dick continues work on the groundwater development period (1950-98) model for the Western Model Unit.  He has completed work on the spreadsheet of winter precipitation by year and weather station and sent the results to Duane Woodward and Rich Kern.  He also completed checking the predevelopment calibration water levels for the Western unit.  He spent about a week working on the process used to go from layer contours to model inputs.

Discussion was also held regarding Dick Luckey’s time spent on COHYST which will go to half time after June 30, 2003.  Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to check on Dick’s availability after June 30th and to revise the agreement with Dick if necessary.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Brian Barels reported that Clint Carney has been accepted into the Ph.D. program at Colorado State University.  He will be employed full time by NPPD through August and will continue to work on COHYST after he moves to Colorado.  The Sponsors will have to evaluate need for additional modeling support.

A tentative meeting has been set with Ron Klein on June 26th in Grand Island at the Central Platte NRD office.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting which was held April 24th in Denver as follows

· The Committee reviewed the contracts which have been budgeted and there is approximately $361,000 which has not been used for contracts.  

· An update was presented on the Geology Report.

· Precipitation data is being collected by volunteers in Colorado who report this to a website.  This would be a good project to get started in Nebraska.

Request for Funding:  A request was received from Steve Moran, Rainwater Joint Venture, for consideration of funding for a rainwater basin mapping project.  This will be presented to the Technical Committee.  

Economic Study:  COHYST would provide the number of acres of non-irrigated land in the basin to the consultant for use in the Economic Study.  Another part which may be provided is water use in post-1997 wells as a component of the Economic Study. This will also be considered by the Technical Committee.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 9, 2003.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  August 13, 2003, and September 10, 2003, locations to be announced.
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Don Kraus-  Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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