PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 20, 2003 – 9:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 9, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Duane Woodward seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a financial report as of August 6, 2003.  The total debits are $1,143,646.95 with total credits of $1,622,607.50, leaving a balance of $478,960.55.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following request for payment was presented for approval:  1) Parsons Engineering - $1,734.96.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

COHYST II WORK PLAN REPORT:  An updated COHYST II Work Plan was presented.  Tasks which have not been completed were the focus of discussion.  A contract for Task 3122 with Rider Drilling of Gering was presented in an amount not to exceed $55,000.00.  The contract is for drilling test holes in the western model area.  Consideration of the contract was deferred until later in the meeting.

MODELER REPORT:  Status of CROPSIM was discussed.  Duane reported that Dick Luckey and the other modelers have been experiencing problems getting the pumpage and recharge to balance.  They believe the problems may be related to the CROPSIM model.  A meeting was held with Derrel Martin and Marc Groff of THE FLATWATER GROUP INC. to discuss possible changes to the CROPSIM model by Marc Groff.

John Thorburn made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to contract with THE FLATWATER GROUP, INC. and Darrel Martin for improvements to CROPSIM not to exceed $67,000 and also to evaluate other alternatives.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

U.S.G.S. CONTRACT – SEEPAGE STUDY:  The canal seepage study which evaluates seepage measurement methods which could be used on other canals was discussed.  Duane reported on a possible USGS study of the Webster County Geology.  These items which need to be contracted for were deferred to the September 10, 2003 meeting.  

Test Hole Drilling:  Discussion continued regarding a contract to drill approximately 20 test holes in the North Platte valley and along Lodgepole Creek was discussed.

After discussion, Jim Cook made a motion to add the Test Hole Drilling contract with Rider Drilling to the agenda as an emergency item.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Kent Miller made a motion to approve the contract with Rider Drilling as presented with a revision changing the completion date of June 30, 2004 to December 31, 2003.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

RAINFALL INFORMATION PROGRAM:  A program to develop an expanded Rainfall Collection Program was presented and discussed.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve COHSYT support of an Environmental Trust grant application and other efforts to start the project as an enhancement to COHYST.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Kent Miller left the meeting.

SUPPORT FOR FUNDING UNL WATER MODELS:  Mike Jess gave a presentation on funding of the UNL water models in the North Platte Valley to find what impacts conservation measures would have on return flows and aquifer recharge both physically, economically, and environmentally speaking.  UNL would like to cooperate with COHYST to provide input to the modflow model.  A letter of support was requested.  The Contract Committee will have comments on the proposal by the September COHYST meeting.

HUSKER HARVEST DAYS:  A letter from the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts in regard to having a booth at Husker Harvest Days was discussed.  Consensus of the Sponsors was not to have a separate booth, but have material available for distribution at the event.  

PEER REVIEW:  There was no change for peer review.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported the following:

· The ET study was discussed.  USGS had sufficient funding left over and bought new equipment to put in trees to measure sap flow and upgraded ET variance monitors to get a better picture of the refractive portion of the ET.

· The 2001 Land Use being prepared by Patti Dappen should be done at the end of this month.

· There is a shortage of funding for test holes.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 10, 2003 at 10:00 AM at the Nebraska Public Power District office.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  October 21, 2003 at Nebraska Public Power District, 10:00 AM and November 19, 2003, 4:00 PM.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

