PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 9, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Ramada Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 14, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  South Platte NRD abstained.  Upper Big Blue NRD was absent.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:   Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 26, 2003.  The total debits are $1,184,185.97 with total credits of $1,607,482.49, leaving a balance of $497,192.52.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the financial report as presented and expenditures as listed.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  Upper Big Blue abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

U.S.G.S. CONTRACTS – Evapotranspiration Study Amendment:  An extension of the study for an additional six months to allow collection of data through December 2004 was reviewed with an additional cost of $18,837.  

John Turnbull made a motion to approve the amendment to the contract with the U.S.G.S. to extend the data collection in 2004 at an additional cost of $18,837 as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

U.S.G.S. CONTRACT – Canal Seepage Study:  A study to test Central’s canals to find the most cost effective method (i.e. ponding test, resistivity, temperature gradient) for conducting tests to calibrate seepage losses was presented.  Results would then be available to conduct additional tests on seepage throughout the area, although there is no funding available at present for these additional tests.  This was tabled for discussion following the next scheduled Tech Committee meeting.

U.S.G.S CONTRACT – Senior Modeler Contract Amendment – 2003-2004:  An amendment to provide one quarter of Dick Luckey’s time to COHYST from October 2003 through September 2004 at a cost of $61,000 was presented for approval.  Motion was made by Kent Miller to contract with Dick Luckey for one quarter of his time from October 2003 through September 2004.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Discussion was held on the feasibility of continuing with Dick Luckey with such a limited time available from him.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  A potential peer review list is being compiled at present.  

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey is rechecking entered data with regard to net pumpage on the western model.  Clint Carney is working on the same data for the Central model.  There has been some discrepancies when entered data is compared to actual historic numbers.  Dick is continuing to work on and readjust layers for the multi layer Western model and will soon be ready to calibrate.  The Central multi layer model has been calibrated and calibration is in progress on the transient model.  Steve Peterson has completed the actual calibration on the Eastern multi layer model and completed a written documentation report which has been reviewed by Jay Bittner.  Clint Carney is leaving August 15 and a process has begun for hiring a full time replacement.  The possibility of Clint working part time or on an “as needed” basis was discussed.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported the following:

•
The work effort by Patti Dappen on 2001 and 1982 land use was reviewed.  The time period for completion of the 1982 land use study was extended and an extension on the 2001 completion date was requested.  She plans to be completed with the satellite imagery by end of August or early September.

•
Central model area has three test holes remaining to be drilled in Custer County area to complete the contract with Sargent Irrigation.  Initial paperwork is being done to complete contracts for drilling of test holes in the areas out west.

•
Presentation was given by Matt Landon to update ET study and data is being collected at present.

•
Geology report is being drafted with finalization held off until multi layer models are readjusted.

SUPPORT FOR UNL FUNDING REQUEST:  A request was received asking for support to all Congressmen for funding for a University project to develop additional modeling for Nebraska.  Discussion was held with concerns as to the actual work which is to be conducted with this money by the University and possible conflicts of results or duplicate work with present and future COHYST work.  Don Kraus will invite Mike Jess and Kyle to a future meeting to discuss the request for project funding.

MEDIA COVERAGE:  A newspaper article covering a news release from Ron Klein was discussed with a consensus that nothing will be done at present but with special note taken of the raised issues.  A basic overview presentation of the function of COHYST for use as presentation to boards, etc., was discussed and Ron Bishop, Brian Barels, and John Turnbull will work on getting a presentation put together.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 20, 2003 at 10:00 A.M.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  September 10, 2003 and October 21, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen -  Little Blue Natural Resources District

DeAnna Bartruff – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation 
District

