PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 20, 2003 – 2:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 10, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ron Cacek abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of September 30, 2003.  The total debits are $1,175,728.09 with total credits of $1,765,219.93, leaving a balance of $589,491.84.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following request for payment was presented for approval:  1) THE FLATWATER GROUP - $8,670.00.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

REPUBLICAN BASIN GEOPHYSICS PROJECT AMENDMENT:  Funding for this agreement has been increased by the USGS in the amount of $5,000.00 reducing the COHYST share to $33,700.00.  An amendment to the Republican Basin project was discussed for additional analysis in the amount of $10,000.00.  More information is needed and this was deferred to the Technical Committee for review.  A report will be presented at the next COHYST meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a report on the updated schedule for completion of the models.  The updated schedules call for completion of the models by June 30, 2004.  The documentation and finalization of the 28%/40 year lines would be completed by November 30, 2004.  The question was raised on whether CROPSIM can be used for running the models.  After reviewing the schedule, the Sponsors inquired about extra modeling assistance to keep in line with the schedule.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to ask the Technical Committee to discuss and make recommendations on alternatives that would keep the schedule from slipping and potentially speed up the schedule, and also present the cost for any alternatives suggested.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Discussion centered on whether Gary Lewis should come to the next meeting.  

The power point presentation on COHYST was also discussed.  

Dick Luckey has been asked to make a presentation at the Nebraska State Irrigation Association (NSIA) meeting to be held in Kearney during November.  It was the consensus of the group that Dick’s time was needed elsewhere and his obligation to speak to the NSIA will be cancelled.

Dick Luckey’s time was discussed.  At the present time, the contract calls for full time from October 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003 and 25% January 1, 2004 through September 30, 2004.

An update on the UNL grant was presented.  Noting has been resolved to date but Mike Drain will talk to Mike Jess.

Patti Dappen presented a report on the 2001 land use at the last Technical Committee.

PEER REVIEW:  There are no developments on peer review.  Need to get a group together and draft an RFP.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for November 19, 2003 at 2:00 P.M.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  December 16, 2003 at Holiday Inn, and January 20, 2003 at 10:00 a.m., location to be announced.  
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Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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