PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 19, 2003 – 2:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not Represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 20, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  No financial report was presented.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Boss International – software upgrade - $6,030.00; 2) The Flatwater Group, Inc. – CROPSIM - $510.00; 3) USGS, modeling contract amendment 5 - $30,050.00; 4) USGS – modeling contract amendment 6 - $21,000.00; and 5) USGS, Riparian ET - $13,846.00.  Total of expenditures is $71,436.00.

Jim Cook made the motion to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  The modeler schedule was presented and no problems were foreseen on the schedule.  Duane presented an update on the meeting held last week in regard to CROPSIM. Also, discussion was held on what assistance the modelers might need.  It was suggested that Chuck Spalding be contacted to discuss the steps taken for calibration on the Republican model and to provide advice for the modelers for COHYST.

Kent Miller made a motion to authorize the Technical Committee and Duane Woodward to work with Mr. Spalding and report at the next meeting.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

REPUBLICAN BASIN GEOPHYSICS PROJECT AMENDMENT:  The Technical Committee met and recommends signing the amendment with the USGS for the Republic Basin Geophysics Project for an additional $10,700.00 in funding (Cost share is $7500 – COHYST, $3200 – USGS).  

Ron Bishop made a motion to amend the agreement as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

TEST HOLE LOG BOOK CONTRACT EXTENSION:  The Test Hole Log Book Contract with the UNL Conservation and Survey Division expired September 20, 2003.  The Technical Committee recommends extending the contract to June 30, 2004, at a cost of $15,000.00.  Agreement has completion date of April 30, 2004.

Kent Miller made a motion to extend the contract through June 30, 2004 at a cost of $15,000.00.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

TEST HOLE CONTRACT – SARGENT IRRIGATION:  More test holes were drilled and needs COHYST Sponsor approval to ratify the contract in the amount of $28,400.00.

Jim Cook made a motion to approve the Test Hole Contract with Sargent Irrigation as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.
CROPSIM:  This was discussed earlier in the meeting.

PEER REVIEW:  It was suggested that this item be added to the modeler schedule and also be on COHSYT agenda for each meeting.  Jim Cook presented comments from Lee Wilson on the Republican model.

MODELER REPORT:  Steve has completed the work on the western model area to revise geology layers and is now working on the transient model.  Work in the western model area for the multi-layer model, will resume after the installation of the new versions of GMS 4.0.  Jim Cannia is busy with monitoring test hole drilling right now and will then take the test hole log book information and build layers for the model with the help of Steve Peterson.  Clint Carney is putting in approximately 20 hours per week on the Central Model.  Dick Luckey is busy plugging in CROPSIM data in the western transient model.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting in North Platte and reviewed the discussion on CROPSIM.  Other items discussed included the test hole drilling, historic land use, the ET Study data collection is going well and new instrumentation has been installed.  Modification of the UNL research project was discussed.

It was also suggested that Xunhong Chen be invited to the January COHSYT meeting.

Brian Barels asked that peer review be kept in the budgeting framework.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 16, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  January 20, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. and February 24, 2004, locations to be announced.  

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  11/19/03

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Michael Jess – University of Nebraska, Conservation/Survey Div.

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Meismer – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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