PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 10, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 20, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of August 8, 2003.  The total debits are $1,145,381.91 with total credits of $1,753,136.59, leaving a balance of $607,754.68.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Sargent Irrigation - $24,198.62.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditure.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

SENIOR MODELER:  Discussion was held regarding Dick Luckey’s time.

Kent Miller made the motion to add Senior Modeler as an emergency item to the agenda.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to negotiate with U.S.G.S. for additional full time use of Dick Luckey’s time up to three months during the period between October 1, 2003 and October 1, 2004.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

WEBSTER COUNTY USGS STUDY:  An agreement with the USGS for the Republican Basin Geophysics project was presented and discussed.  It was the consensus of the Sponsors that the contract committee negotiate with the USGS for additional cost sharing on the project.  The total amount of the agreement is $43,700 or $38,700 for the Sponsors and $5,000 for the USGS.

John Thorburn made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to execute the contract with USGS for the geophysical work in Webster County and to negotiate for additional cost sharing from the USGS.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

UNL PROPOSAL – NEBRASKA WATER RESOURCES MODEL:  A proposal for a Nebraska Water Resources Model from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) was presented at the last meeting of COHYST.  A draft of the proposal was reviewed by the Contract Committee but they are not ready to make any recommendations at this time.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee, with advice from the Technical Committee, to provide suggested changes regarding the proposal to the UNL by October 1, 2003.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  Duane reported that the RFP is still being revised.

MODELER REPORT:  Reports from the modelers were distributed and discussed.  Dick Luckey has been comparing CropSim crop yields with those reported in the Census of Agriculture; working on the 1950-97 model of the western model unit; and reviewing documentation from Steve Peterson’s 1-mile, pre-groundwater development model of the eastern  model unit.

Clint Carney has been working on comparisons between the Republican River CropSim output from Run #22 and the March 2003 version of CropSim; the Central Model Unit (CMU) multi—layer pre-development documentation; and he began classes at CSU on August 25th and will be working part time (15-20 hours per week) for COHYST and NPPD.

Steve Peterson has been working on completing the geologic contours for the western model unit.

Jim Cannia worked on continued revisions to the layers; worked with Steve Peterson while he was developing the method for the bottom of layers 1 and 2.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported the following:

· Land Use maps were made available for the Sponsors.

· The new version of the CropSim update should be out this week.

· A time frame chart for completion of the models was requested from the Technical Committee.

· An update on the website was presented.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 21, 2003 at 10:00 A.M. at the Nebraska Public Power District  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  November 19, 2003, and December 16, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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