PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY GROUP

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 16, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:
Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:
Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the November 19, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of December 18, 2003.  The total debits are $1,261,230.57 with total credits of $1,771,011.60, leaving a balance of $509,781.03. 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: The following requests for payment were presented for approval:  1) Parsons Engineering Science - $2,376.08; 2) Parsons Engineering Science (Dec. bill) - $3,260.29; and 3) Larry Cast – $4,000.00.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  No changes were reported for peer review of the models.

MODELER REPORT:  The modelers reports were distributed and discussed.  Dick Luckey spent most of November working on the 1950‑98 groundwater development period model for the Western Model Unit.  A subgroup of the Technical Committee met on November 13th to discuss how to proceed with the 1950-98 model calibration.  It was decided to drop CropSim-82 in favor of CropSim-90.

Clint Carney spent the first half of November working on the transient development period model for the Central Model Unit and will spend time in December testing various recharge/pumpage schemes using NebGuide/predevelopment recharge data.

Jim Cannia spent most of the month of November preparing for or monitoring the drilling of new test holes in Garden and Cheyenne counties.

Steve Peterson spent most of November working on development period models.

MODELER SCHEDULE:  A conference call with Dick Luckey, Gary Lewis and Courtney Hemmenway was held at 10:30 to discuss alternatives for COHYST completion.  Steve Peterson has received notice that he may be called to active duty in early January.  Discussion was held on the six alternatives which were presented.  The consensus of the members was that Steve work with Duane Woodward and Dick Luckey to bring them up to date as much as possible on the modeling work he is presently doing.  Gary Lewis suggested that Georgia Vondra be hired to fill the gap if Steve is called to active duty.  Several other names were suggested as possibilities and will be investigated.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on activities of the Technical Committee.

· The test hole drilling in Garden County is complete.

· The geology report is being drafted, waiting on Western Model Unit.

· An update was presented on the ET study

· The Larry Cast contract may need to be extended.  To be discussed at a later date.

· The Technical Committee will continue to investigate CropSim questions and concerns.  Dick Luckey expressed concern that CROPSIM may not be useful for COHYST.

· Discussion was held on The Flatwater Group contract.  Ron Bishop made a motion to extend The Flatwater Group contract at a cost not to exceed $5,000.00.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, voted in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 20, 2004 at 10:00 A.M. at the Holiday Inn.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  February 24, 2004, and March 18, 2004, locations to be announced.  

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  12/16/03

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Michael Jess – Conservation & Survey Division, UNL

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus- Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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