PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 16, 2003 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Ramada Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook 

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 4, 2003 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 24, 2003.  The total debits are $1,057,663.31 with total credits of $1,517,761.37, leaving a balance of $460,098.06.

A listing of outstanding contracts was distributed and discussed.  The balance on the outstanding contracts is approximately $435,000.00.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) USGS, Riparian ET - $16,346.00; 2) USGS, modeling support - $26,350.00; and 3) Conservation & Survey Division, log books - $7,835.83.

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve the financial report as presented and also to approve the expenditures for payment as listed.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  A draft agenda for the Technical Committee meeting  to be held in Denver with individuals working on a DSS in Colorado was discussed.  The objective of the meeting is to conduct a technology exchange workshop among Colorado and Nebraska agency and consultant representatives involved in developing decision support systems for water resources.

COHYST CONTRACT FOR HISTORICAL LAND USE PATTERNS:  Amendment No. 2 to the Land Use Inventory Contract Agreement between COHYST and the UNL Conservation and Survey Division was presented for approval.  The amendment extends the deadline from May 31, 2003 to December 31, 2003 at no added cost.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Amendment No. 2 with the UNL Conservation and Survey Division as presented.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Patti Dappen then gave a power point presentation on the satellite imagery results for Kearney County and Scottsbluff County.

Vegetation indices were used to estimate irrigated lands in the summer of 2003.  The process was 77% accurate for Scottsbluff County and 86% accurate for Kearney County.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 – SARGENT IRRIGATION AGREEMENT:  Amendment No. 2 to the agreement with Sargent Irrigation was presented for approval.  The amendment extends the deadline for the agreement from March 31, 2003 to September 30, 2003 with no additional cost.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 2 to the Sargent Irrigation Agreement as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey spent much of March working on the multi-layer model of the Western Model Unit.  He was looking at the re-wetting option available in MODFLOW because without re‑wetting, water levels in some cells were rising above the top of the layer and the cells were converting to confined conditions.  He also has worked with Clint Carney on his nearly completed multi-layer model and Clint has made good progress on calibrating the groundwater development period model (1950-98).

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported the following:

· Discussion was held on the budget regarding technical committee work.

· Received estimates from USGS regarding seepage studies on the canals.

· An update was presented on the development period model on recharge studies.

· A report was presented on geology.

· Next Technical Committee meeting will be April 24th.

· The Phase II Work Plan Report was discussed.

· Extending the Riparian ET study to collect data for all of fiscal 2004 was discussed.  Estimated cost for this would be $18,300 as COHYST share and extending the contract with the two landowners which would cost $3,000 for a total cost of $21,300.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 14, 2003, at Nebraska Public Power District with possible new depletions meeting to follow.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  July 9, 2003 and August 13, 2003, locations to be announced.
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Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Patti Dappen – CALMIT

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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