PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 10, 2002 – 9:45 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 29, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 27, 2002.  The total debits are $697,437.13 with total credits of $1,006,758.23 leaving a balance of $309,321.10.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) USGS, modeling support - $35,000.00; 2) USGS, evapotranspiration - $13,768.00; and 3) Stephen Potter and Gerald & Keith Trampe lease payments - $3,000.00.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
STREAM AQUIFER INTERACTION STUDY:  Duane Woodward reported that he had received comments from Technical Committee members regarding a proposal on stream aquifer interaction and updated the Sponsors on the status of the proposal.  Further review by the Technical Committee will be done.

SENIOR MODELER REPORT – DICK LUCKEY:  Dick updated the committee on the status of the COHYST models.  He reported on 1) the status of the model input; 2) status of the model calibration; 3) remaining calibration time lines; and 4) how to determine the 40 year, 28% line.  The following estimated completion dates were provided for the 1/2 mile, multi-layer model and the associated 28%/40 year times:  Eastern Model – October 1, 2002; Central Model – November 1, 2002; and Western Model – December 1, 2002.   Considerable discussion was held and questions were presented by the Sponsors.

COHYST II TASKS AND BUDGET:  Duane distributed handouts in regard to COHYST II.  The first handout listed the tasks for COHYST II and described each task.  The second handout was budget listings for the various tasks.  Each task was discussed as to importance and also the percentage of completion for each task was reviewed.

SENIOR HYDROLOGIST REPORT – GARY LEWIS, COURTNEY HEMENWAY:  Courtney reported on how the models can be utilized and the “do’s and don’ts” of the models.  The regional models will be able to show the impacts of wells added since 1997 or stream flows.  However, the models will not be able to provide an analysis of very small areas due to the size of the grid.

Gary presented the Senior Hydrologist report as follows:  1) Fiscal Summary for February 28, 1998 through June 30, 2002 of the contract with Parsons; 2) a listing of value added items outside of participation at committee meetings as listed in the attached report from Gary; 3) areas of concern which include deadlines, expectations, and interfacing with Republican model results; and 4) commendations to Rich Kern, Duane Woodward, and sponsors for all of their input.

A summary of ongoing and proposed peer review of COHYST products was presented and discussed.  The summary included a definition of peer review, the peer review standard adopted by the Technical Committee, the peer review protocol adopted by the Technical Committee, external peer review protocol, ongoing internal peer review, ongoing external peer review, planned external professional association peer reviews of reports and papers, possible complimentary colleague peer review, and possible paid peer review.

The Sponsors need to consider the issue of peer review at the next meeting on August 12th.  First does the group want peer review and if so, consider the four options brought up today which are 1) Sponsors contract with the peer review group; 2) Nebraska experts do the review; 3) the Cooperative Agreement do the review; or 4) National Academy of Sciences do the review.  

DICK LUCKEY CONTRACT EXTENSION:  Discussion was held on the need to increase the hours in Dick Luckey’s contract to full time status for the six months after September 30, 2002.  The period would be October 1, 2002 through March 30, 2003 with a cost of $41,400 total or $20,700 from COHYST and $20,700 from USGS.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve amending the contract with USGS to allow Dick Luckey to work full time for the period of October 1, 2002 through March 30, 2003 and to authorize the Chairman to enter into the contract.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

UPDATE LAPTOPS FOR MODELERS:  A request to upgrade the modelers laptop computers was presented.  Four new computers would be purchased and the existing computers would be offered for sale at a cost of $1200.00 to the District where the modeler is located.  The estimated cost of the new computers was $4200.00 each. NPPD and CNPPID have both offered to purchase the old computers at their offices.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the purchase of four new computers for the modelers and to authorize the sale of the existing computers for $1200.00.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

LARRY CAST CONTRACT:  The contract with Larry Cast expired June 30, 2002.  Discussion was held on extending the contract through December 30, 2002.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve extending the Contract with Larry Cast through December 31, 2002 with an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 12 at 10:00 AM at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  September 11th, October 15th, November 13th and location will be announced later.
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Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Mark Kuzila – Conservation/Survey Division, University of Nebraska

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

LeRoy Sievers – Nebraska Water Users

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Courtney Hemenway – HGE

Gary Lewis – Parsons Engineering Science

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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