PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 11, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 12, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop reported that the financial report was not available this month.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills presented for approval.

PEER REVIEW:  The Technical Committee was to review the peer review process.  The Committee will receive bids for peer review from USGS and a private consulting firm and report at a later meeting.  The modeling should be ready for peer review late next spring.  Discussion was held on whether any products should be released until peer review was completed.

MODELER REPORT:  A report from Dick Luckey was distributed and discussed.  Jim Cannia is working on the 1-mile, multi-layer, pre-groundwater development period model.  Dick started the 1‑mile groundwater development period model and has turned all of the pre-groundwater model data sets into transient data sets.  He also wrote an Arc/Info program to compute the position of the water table relative to hydrostratigraphic layers that are being developed.  Some of the modeling is behind schedule by about a month.
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the August 16th Technical Committee meeting as follows:

· The next Technical Committee will be held October 2nd.

· 2001 Land Use – Work on the irrigated acreage and the 1982 historic work is behind schedule.  A comparison of center pivot installation was reviewed

· An update was presented on seismic profiling being done by USGS and is near completion.

· ET Study is going well and additional rain gauge information is being added.

· The weather station is up and operating at Gothenburg.

· Larry Cast is working  on the hydraulic conductivity values for the different layers and is reviewing elevation contours out west.

· Cory Steinke is working on canal seepage and preparing a list of sites to look at.

· The proposal from UNL on temperature analysis in the stream is on hold for now.

· Gary Lewis is still working on the slide show and is waiting for comments so any changes can be made.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 15, 2002 at 10:00 AM at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  November 13th, December 17th,.January 31, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

LeRoy Sievers – Nebraska Water Users

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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