PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Friday, February 8, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 8, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of 1/24/02.  The total debits are $462,775.95 with total credits of $738,975.60 leaving a balance of $276,199.65.  

Rod Horn made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no requests for payment.

PUBLIC RELATIONS BROCHURE:  Prudence Sadler and Jeff Buettner presented a draft of the COHYST public relations brochure.  Discussion was held and suggestions for revisions were presented.  Costs for publishing the brochure were also presented.  

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the brochure as revised at a cost not to exceed $2,300.00 for 10,000 brochures.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

U.S.G.S. MODELER CONTRACT:  Discussion was held concerning estimates for supplemental funding to retain Dick Luckey full-time through September 30, 2002.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve increasing Dick Luckey’s time to full time from April 1, 2002 through September 30, 2002 for COHSYT which would entail an incremental cost of $20,500.00 to COHYST.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Chris McCormick plans to return to college in June and discussion was held as to what to do in regard to replacing him for the projects that he is working on.  The Technical Committee will discuss the issue and look into work that needs to be done as part of the modeling efforts that Chris has done.

MODELER REPORT:  A copy of Dick Luckey’s status report on modeling, dated January 31, 2002, was distributed and discussed.  The question of a formal process for peer review was presented and this was deferred to the Technical Committee.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· The status of the test hole work was discussed and it was reported that all but one of the county areas are in the final review process in the western model.

· The 2001 land use data has been collected regarding the imagery and FSA has started to work with FSA data records.

· CALMIT is working on the historical land use.  They have ordered all imagery from 1982 and they also have the NRCS data on 1980 image tracts of land that were irrigated.  

· The U.S.G.S. ET study is progressing.  The stations have been set up on top of the Federal Building in Lincoln and have been run this winter.  These will possibly be deployed the middle of February.  U.S.G.S. is also doing the geophysical work and they have done an analysis of the geophysical data.

· Net recharge and pumpage are key projects that need to be finished to allow calibration of the models.

· Chris McCormick will be working on the missing observation well data that was discussed at the last meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 7, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn Express, south of Interstate 80.  Also a meeting has been scheduled as follows:  April 2, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn, 110 2nd Avenue.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  2/8/02

Jeff Buettner - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Prudence Sadler – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Dennis Strauch - Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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