PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 12, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 10, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Larry Hutchinson, NGPC abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 25, 2002.  The total debits are $741,622.06 with total credits of $1,033,341.56 leaving a balance of $291,719.50.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) Staples, software - $89.99; 2) Hamilton Information Systems, R. Kern computer services - $1,634.00; 3) Larry Cast - $2,563.75; and 4) Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District, computers - $15,337.80.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills as presented.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
GSA CONFERENCE TRAVEL EXPENSES:  The GSA Conference will be held this fall and the modelers will be making presentations.  A request for expenses for three modelers was presented with an estimated cost of $1,000-$1,200 each.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve paying expenses for the modelers to attend the GSA Conference this fall.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  A report from Dick Luckey was distributed and discussed.  Dick is working on finishing the pre-groundwater development period model of the Western Model Unit.  Work has also been done on various preparations for the fall Geological Society of America meeting to be held in Colorado.  Work will begin on the 1-mile, single layer, development period model, and on the 1-mile, multi-layer, pre-groundwater development period model.  
PEER REVIEW:  A document on peer review recommended by the Technical Committee was e-mailed prior to the meeting.  Internal review will be conducted as reports and products are done.  External peer review will be left up to the Sponsors as to who will do the review.  The Technical Committee have agreed to provide names of groups to do the external peer review.

Ron Bishop made the motion to accept the Peer Review Document and to ask the Technical Committee to estimate when the modeling efforts will be ready for external peer review and also make contact with USGS and at least two others for external peer review to get an estimated cost for the review.  Larry Hutchinson seconded the motion.  All other members presented, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  There has been no Technical Committee meeting since the last meeting of COHYST.  Duane Woodward reported the following:

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee will be held Friday, August 16th in Lincoln.  Topics for discussion will be the 2001 and historical land use, the USGS ET study, geophysical work from USGS, the test hole log books done by CSD, and a report on canal seepage by Cory Steinke.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 11, 2002 at 10:00 AM at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  October 15th, November 13th, and December 17th, locations will be announced later.
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Philip E. Darby – Nebraska Water Users

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Leroy Sievers – Nebraska Water Users

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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