PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 8, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 4, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of 12/20/01.  The total debits are $402,993.20 with total credits of $733,183.93 leaving a balance of $330,190.73.  

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no requests for payment.

GEOLOGY CONTRACT AMENDMENT – LARRY CAST:  Amendment No. 3 to the Geology Contract with Larry Cast was presented for approval.  The amendment increases the contract by $6,000.00 making the total contract $28,050.00, and extends the contract to March 15, 2002.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 3 to the Geology Contract with Larry Cast.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

G.I.S. SERVICES:  Discussion was held regarding G.I.S. services.  Rick (who replaced Maggie Aldrich) will be working on G.I.S. for the modelers until further notice.  The COHYST budget includes money for G.I.S. services that can be used if necessary.

MODELING PROGRESS REPORT:  It was reported that Steve Peterson will not have to go overseas and will be able to continue the eastern model work.  Dick Luckey reported on a meeting that was held in Holdrege in late December to discuss work that needs to be done and also work in progress.  Work continues on the layers and it is estimated that it will take 2-3 months to finish.  A discrepancy was discovered regarding missing sites and water levels in the USGS database and USGS is working to correct the situation.  Also a copy of an update on modeling work was distributed.

According to the USGS contract, Dick’s time is supposed to drop to ¾ time at the end of March but the Technical Committee would like to keep him at full time.  This will be investigated further.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· An update on publishing the new test holes was presented by Duane Eversoll at the Tech Committee meeting.

· An update on the status of drilling was presented.  Mark Kuzila discussed an option of CSD purchasing a new logger.  Currently Sargent Irrigation is doing the logging but has only one unit available.  

· The land use maps were available and historic land use work is progressing.  The status of the FSA inventory was presented.  Most of the counties’ data sets are done.  The GIS layers for each farm tract have been developed.

· An update was presented on the USGS seismic data collection.

· The progress of the ET Riparian study was discussed.  The equipment is ready to be deployed but the bench test will be done before putting the equipment in the field.

· An AWRA conference will be held this summer where a presentation on COHYST will be made, and a GSA conference will be held this fall where several papers will be submitted.  

· Work for COHSYT II was also discussed.

· The next Technical Committee will be January 24 in Lincoln.

A short report on the COHYST brochure was presented.  A draft of the brochure will be available for review at the February 8, 2002 COHYST meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 8, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  March 7, 2002 at 10:00 AM and April 2, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, locations to be announced later.
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Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Mark Kuzila – Conservation & Survey Division, UNL

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
PAGE  
3

