PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, March 7, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn Express.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 8, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: There was no financial report.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills for payment.  A bill for test holes was paid to CSD in the amount of $31,937.50.

EXTENSION OF CONTRACT – CONSERVATION SURVEY DIVISION:  Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperative Agreement with the University of Nebraska Conservation and Survey Division was presented for approval.  The amendment is for a no-cost extension of the agreement to October 31, 2002.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 1 with the Conservation and Survey Division as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELERS PROGRESS:  An update on the progress of the modelers was presented in regard to getting the pumping data clarified.  Dick Luckey is in the process of updating the historical land use records.  This information will be provided to Rich Kern to develop new recharge and pump data.  Data is expected to get to the modelers by mid-March.

An estimated time table for completion of the models was requested from the Technical Committee before the next COHYST meeting.

Duane Woodard is reviewing the Crop-Sim model in preparation for a review by Parsons.

It was reported that all layers in the Western model should be complete by mid-March.

It was reported that 2200 wells in the observation well database are not located right.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· An update on land use was presented.  Also the hydraulic conductivity of the different formations was discussed.

· An update was presented on the drilling program.  Five holes in the eastern model area were drilled last fall and three in the central model area.  A drilling program starts within the next two weeks with a schedule of two weeks of drilling with one week off and all holes should be drilled by the middle of May.

· New studies will be started some to determine canal seepage and recharge from farm ponds and road ditches, etc.

· Monitoring equipment is being placed on towers this week for monitoring of ET on riverine sites.

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee is scheduled for Thursday, March 14th.

Ron Bishop reported that the Nebraska Environmental Trust has tentatively approved the funding for COHYST for next year.  Necessary paperwork has been sent to the Trust.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 2, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn, 110 2nd Avenue.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  May 2, May 29, July 10, and August 6, 2002, locations to be announced later.
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Division

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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