PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, December 16, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn (arrived late)

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the November 13, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  Jim Cook and John Turnbull abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of November 27, 2002.  The total debits are $922,640.06 with total credits of $1,398,889.89, leaving a balance of $476,249.83.  There was a credit of $15,000.00 which was posted twice and the report totals have been revised to reflect this.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report as revised.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no bills for payment. 

PEER REVIEW:  Ray Bennett, State of Colorado, has been contacted in regard to a meeting with him to talk with the consultants on a workshop in regard to groundwater/surface water interaction.  

A meeting has been scheduled for January 24th in Lincoln to talk to the Republican River modeling group to compare notes with them as to what is being done by COHYST on the Platte River Basin.

Gary Lewis has contacted several possible prospects in regard to doing the peer review for COHYST.

CSD CONTRACT AMENDMENT:  A draft copy of Amendment No. 3 to the contract with the Conservation Survey Division (CSD) of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to update the test hole log books was presented for approval.  The additional cost to the Sponsors will not exceed $14,938 in Amendment No. 3 and the revised end date will be September 30, 2003.

After discussion, Jim Cook made the motion to approve Amendment No. 3 to the contract with CSD as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

LARRY CAST CONTRACT UPDATE:  The contract with Larry Cast is close to the limit and needs to be updated.  

Jim Cook made the motion to add as an emergency item to the agenda consideration of Larry Cast’s contract.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Ron Bishop made a motion to increase the contract with Larry Cast with a not to exceed limit of $40,000 and to extend the end date to December 31, 2003.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  A report from Dick Luckey was distributed and discussed.  Dick & Jim Cannia are getting the various tributaries and drains into the multi-layer model.  Dick has also been working on water level change calibration points for the transient models.

Clint Carney had Dick and Jim look at the multi-layer pre-groundwater development model he has been working on and was looking for new ideas to implement.

Steve Peterson’s multi-layer pre-groundwater development model is about as close to calibration as he can get it and he also asked for new ideas from the other modelers.  Clint and Steve demonstrated how to make fence diagrams of the multi-layer models in GMS.

The modelers will be asked to attend upcoming meetings of COHSYT to make presentations on their various projects.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the November 20th Technical Committee meeting as follows:

· Patti Dappen gave a report to the Technical Committee that was similar to the report she presented at the November COHYST meeting.

· Duane Eversoll has assigned map review to several different people in different offices.

· Jim Cook discussed the new depletions plan.

· Rich Kern has been documenting the new transient model data sets.

· A final discussion was held on the slides for the web site.  Rich will be putting this on the web site in the near future.

CHANGE FEBRUARY 24, 2002 MEETING DATE:  The meeting scheduled for February 24, 2003 has been changed to March 4, 2003.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 31, 2003 at the Nebraska Public Power District.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  March 4, 2003, and April 14, 2003.  The March 24, 2003 meeting has been cancelled.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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