PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 15, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 11, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of October 10, 2002.  The total debits are $801,646.66 with total credits of $1,234,007.89, leaving a balance of $432,361.23.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) Conservation & Survey Division, test holes – $5,930.57; 2) U.S. Geologic Survey, ET study - $13,758.00; 3) U.S. Geologic Survey, Dick Luckey - $35,000.00; and 4) U.S. Geologic Survey, seismic profiling - $6,168.00).

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
AMENDMENT No. 2 – CONSERVATION & SURVEY DIVISION:  Amendment No. 2 to the contract with the Conservation & Survey Division was presented for approval.  The amendment extends the date for completion through December 31, 2002.  There is no cost change in the amendment.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 2 to the CSD contract as presented.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Rod Horn and Kent Miller abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

SARGENT IRRIGATION CONTRACTS:  Sargent Irrigation has completed drilling wells in the Holdrege area but has about 6 more wells in the western counties.  Discussion was held on extending the contract with Sargent Irrigation through March of 2003.  An amendment to the contract will be drafted and brought to the next COHYST meeting for approval.

MODELER REPORT: A modeling report from Dick Luckey was distributed.  Models are in the calibration process.  Dick has been checking recharge input for the Western Model unit.  A draft of documentation on the 1-mile, pre-groundwater development model was sent to the Technical Committee in August for review and comments were returned to the Tech Committee.  Dick has also been working on the single layer, groundwater development period model.  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting which was held October 2nd as follows:

· Duane presented a power point presentation by Patti Dappen with CALMIT.  The title of the presentation was “Scottsbluff Irrigation Study – Summer 2002 – Preliminary Results”.  Considerable discussion was held regarding imagery of dry land and irrigated land.


Ron Bishop made a motion to contract with CALMIT to refine the imagery scene in Scottsbluff County and do one more scene there and also in another area, possibly around Holdrege, for an additional cost of $5,000.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  


Jim Cook made a motion to table this item until the next meeting.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Voting yes were Jim Cook, Frank Albrecht, Brian Barels, Rod Horn, Kent Miller and John Turnbull.  Voting no were Ron Bishop, Don Kraus, and John Thorburn.  The motion carried.


A group consisting of Jim Cook, John Thorburn, and Duane Woodward will visit with Patti Dappen and report at the next meeting.

· A proposal from UNL for looking at movement of water through the stream bed was discussed.

· The USGS Evapotranspiration Study is still running.

· A meeting with CSD was held the day before the Technical Committee meeting and CSD went through the geologic layers that have been created.

· Rich Kern revised the pumpage data in the net recharge model.

· Dick Luckey completed a paper on the 1-mile, pre-development model.

· Gary Lewis is still working on the slide show for the website.  The Technical Committee has reviewed the show and it will soon be available for COHYST to review.

· A possible contract with CSD to finalize test hole drilling information and publishing it in the log books was discussed and should be ready for consideration at the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:  Discussion was held regarding the peer review process.  Three avenues of review are 1) Gary Lewis is working on getting a cost estimate from a consulting firm; 2) Steve and Clint have received responses for colleague review; and 3) Dick Luckey is putting together an estimate for a formal review from USGS – the first two being the more viable review processes.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for November 13th, 2002 at 10:00 AM at the Holiday Inn Express south of Kearney.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  December 17th,.January 31, 2003 and February 24, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Mark Kuzila – CSD, University of Nebraska

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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