PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 13, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn Express.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 15, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of October 24, 2002.  The total debits are $866,445.72 with total credits of $1,254,799.56, leaving a balance of $388,353.84.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for approval of payment: 1) North Platte NRD, GSA abstract & registration - $385.00; 2) Central Nebr. Public Power & Irrigation District, GSA Registration - $280.00; 3) Conservation Survey Division, test holes - $26,332.67; and 4) Conservation Survey Division, land use - $25,651.00.

John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bills as presented.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
AMENDMENT NO. 1 - SARGENT IRRIGATION, GRANT, NE:  Amendment No. 1 to the Sargent Irrigation Agreement to extend the ending date to March 31, 2003 was presented for approval.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 1 to the Sargent Irrigation, Grant, NE, agreement as presented.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

SENIOR MODELER CONTRACT:  A request to USGS from North Platte NRD for 50% of Dick Luckey’s time after March 31, 2003 was discussed.  Dick’s time for COHYST was scheduled full time through March 2003 and half-time April 2003 through September 2003.  The Sponsors were supportive of the request if Dick Luckey can assure that the Phase I modeling is complete.  Don Kraus will talk to Dick Luckey and Bob Joseph and report back.

CONSERVATION SURVEY DIVISION PROPOSAL – LAND USE:  Patti Dappen gave a presentation on the Scottsbluff Irrigation Study.  A proposal was presented to do an additional imagery scene in Scottsbluff County to get a better estimate of irrigated acres and also do one in Kearney County and would cost $4,935.00.  This was discussed at the last COHYST meeting and was tabled until further discussions were held.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the additional scene in Scottsbluff County and also one in Kearney County at a cost of $4,935.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

PEER REVIEW:  Discussion was held on the status of the peer review process.  Cost estimates are not yet available.

MODELER REPORT:  A copy of modeler reports from Dick Luckey, Steve Peterson, Jim Cannia, and Clint Carney were distributed and discussed.  A report was presented on the GSA conference held in Denver recently.  The modelers made presentations at the conference and spent part of their time recently working on those presentations.

Dick has been working on 1) the Census of Agriculture statistics that are being used to generate the pumpage and recharge input; 2) working with Jim Cannia on the multi-layer model of the Western Model Unit; and 3) working with Clint Carney regarding variables affecting the placement of the 40-year, 28 percent depletion line.

Steve Peterson has been working on calibration of the multi-layer model, and evaluating modifications to the pumpage/recharge data.

Clint Carney has been working on calibrating the multi-layer model.

Jim Cannia worked mainly on building the multi-layer model for the western model unit, and completed work on gathering ground truth date for the drought evaluation project for the Scottsbluff area.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting as follows:

· The next Technical Committee meeting will be held November 20, 2003.

· An update was presented on the USGS ET study.

· CSD has been reviewing maps.

· Pumpage and recharge data is closer to being final.

· Canal seepage work will be done this spring instead of this fall as was planned.

· Gary Lewis is finalizing the slide show and should be ready for COHYST review soon.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 17, 2002 at the Nebraska Public Power District.  Also, meetings have been scheduled as follows:  January 31, 2003, February 24, 2003, and March 24, 2003.  Meeting locations to be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Patti Dappen – Conservation Survey Division, UNL

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Rich Kern – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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