PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, May 29, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 2, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 23, 2002.  The total debits are $584,412.48 with total credits of $882,044.76 leaving a balance of $297,632.28.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  One bill was presented for approval of payment – Upgrade for computer (Rich Kern) - $450.00 ($350.00 + Labor $100.00).

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bill as presented.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
DICK LUCKEY’S CONTRACT:  Discussion was held concerning extending Dick Luckey’s full time hours beyond September 30, 2002.  After considerable discussion, the Technical Committee was asked to investigate and make a recommendation.

MODELER REPORT:  Dick Luckey’s written report was distributed to those present and discussed.  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  A written report from Duane Woodward regarding the Technical Committee meeting of May 16th was distributed.  Items of discussion are as follows:

· An update was presented on land use and historic work.  CALMIT has received the 1982 imagery and are making some changes to the rectification.  They are also working on the 2001 FSA ground truthing data.

· CSD provided a copy of the three new test hole books in Western Nebraska.

· USGS presented a progress report on evapotransportation.

· An update on streambed conductance was presented to the Technical committee by CSD.

· An update on the geology model layer development was presented.  Jim Cannia has completed contouring layer 7B and 6B and is working on the Ogallala layer.  Clint Carney is using shapefiles to match and compare the layer contours which were developed to make sure there are no areas of negative thickness and that outcrops are taken into account.  Steve Peterson has completed development of the geology layers for the Eastern Model area with the exception of a few minor changes.  Larry Cast has been working on reviewing and developing hydraulic conductivity and specific yield maps for the various geology layers.

· Rich Kern explained to the Technical Committee the process of adjusting the census data to the 1997 CALMIT land use data and distributing land use back in time spatially for each model cell.

· The GSA conference in November was discussed as paper submittals are due in July.  Concerns were raised regarding the amount of time which modelers may spend on the GSA conference and whether that would limit progress on the models.

· The next Technical Committee meeting will be June 20 in Gering at the North Platte NRD office.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 10, 9:00 AM at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  August 12 (changed from August 6), September 11, and October 15 which will all be held at Nebraska Public Power District.
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Larry Hutchinson- Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

LeRoy Sievers – Nebraska Water Users

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Philip Darby – Nebraska Water Users

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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