PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, May 2, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 2, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of April 25, 2002.  The total debits are $564,218.06 with total credits of $882,044.76 leaving a balance of $317,826.70.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  One bill was presented for approval of payment – Morris Press for Brochures - $837.73.

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve the financial report and authorize payment of the bill from Morris Press as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
PEER REVIEW OF COHYST:  The Technical Committee discussed peer review and recommended expert review as the method of review.  The budget includes funds for in-house review (Gary Lewis, Courtney Hemenway, and USGS) but not expert review.  Gary Lewis will be asked to attend the July 10th meeting to make a presentation and possibly make a recommendation on peer review.

PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF COHYST RESULTS:  The COHYST brochures are ready for distribution and each sponsor was asked to take a supply of brochures.  Brochures will also be made available at the Extension Offices of counties closely involved with COHYST and to Harold Stevens to distribute on the tours he conducts.  Discussion was held on placing the brochure and the slide presentation on the web site.  After a description has been added to the slides, sponsors will review the presentation for clarity.

MODELER REPORT:  Duane reported that no written report had been received from Dick Luckey.  Jim Cannia has completed layers five, six, and seven down to the bottom of the brule and the brule outcropping areas are now complete.  Next layer to be done is layer two which is the sands and gravels.  Jim has also been working with Dick Luckey in running the western area predevelopment one-mile model and inputting information on canal seepage and on-farm seepage.  Clint has been working with the drilling crew, working on geological layers to straighten out layers where there is an overlap, and also addressing canal seepage from Sutherland.  Steve has completed almost all of the layer work and has finalized contours.  Dick Luckey has been developing tabular information for the crop census information.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· CSD has sent the new test hole log books for the North Platte NRD area to the printer.

· Drilling in the eastern model area is complete.

· Geologic layers are basically done and Larry Cast is working on hydraulic conductivity values for the test holes.  

· Cory Steinke has prepared an estimate for doing canal seepage work.  The Technical Committee has approved the proposal to look at different ways to measure seepage of canal.

· A proposal to measure temperatures in the river and in test holes adjacent to the river to determine if gradient temperature changes can predict groundwater movement was discussed.

· Mark Kuzila presented an update on the test hole log books.  

· Additional GIS layer work was discussed.  Changes through time and surface water rights and how they might affect the application of water was also discussed.

· Dick Luckey’s contract was discussed and this will be presented at the May 29th meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 29 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at Holiday Inn.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  July 10, August 12 (changed from August 6), and September 11 which will all be held at Nebraska Public Power District.
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Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mark Kuzila – Conservation/Survey Division, University of Nebraska

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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