PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 2, 2002 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Not represented

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 7, 2002 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 28, 2002.  The total debits are $499,697.78 with total credits of $882,044.76 leaving a balance of $382,346.98.  The report was approved as presented.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no new bills for payment.  A bill for seismic profiling was paid to the USGS in the amount of $6,166.00 and one for geology was paid to Larry Cast in the amount $4,011.20
LARRY CAST AGREEMENT:  The current agreement with Larry Cast is for a total of $28,050.00 and the term of the agreement was through March 15th.  A proposal to increase the agreement by $4,000.00 and to extend the agreement through June 30th was presented.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve increasing the contract to $32,050.00 and extending it through June 30, 2002.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER REPORT:  A copy of a modeler report from Dick Luckey was presented and discussed extensively.  The work on historical land use statistics continues.  A meeting was held in Lincoln with Conservation and Survey Division on March 13-14 to discuss progress on the layers and the models.  Once the layers and the recharge are done, it should take about three months to complete the calibrated models.

Chris McCormick will be done in June and discussion was held at the Technical Committee on the possibility of not replacing him and using some of those funds to contract out the work.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· It was reported that things are progressing well on the land use project.  The FSA data on ground truthing should be ready in the near future.  All of the 1982 historic land use imagery has not been received.

· The ET stations are now on the towers and are collecting data.  Discussion was held on possibly placing another automated weather station by Gothenburg at an approximate cost of $8,000 plus the annual cost of $1,000.  Also a lease from the University was discussed.  Duane will investigate this.

John Thorburn made the motion to enter into an agreement with the University to set up a weather station, subject to concurrence of the Technical Committee.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· Forty miles of seismic profiling have been done and the report is being finalized.  This data will be archived.

It was reported that the Governor’s Advisory Council had questions on the peer review process of COHYST at their last meeting.  Discussion was held on the type of peer review to be conducted on COHYST work products.  The Technical Committee will review at their next meeting and report back to the Sponsors.

Discussion was also held regarding publicity on COHYST and who will make the presentations to the public.  The issue will be placed on the next meeting agenda.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 2, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  May 29th at Holiday Inn in Kearney, July 10th at NPPD in Kearney, and August 6 at the Ramada Inn in Kearney.
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Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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