PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 6, 2001 – 1:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 12, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of, February 15, 2001.  Total debits to date are $1,186,370.97 with total credits of $1,488,678.77 leaving a balance of $302,307.80 which reflects a couple of corrections from the end of the fiscal year beginning on July 1,2000 where two dues contributions were placed in the previous year.  Considerable discussion was held on the budget for the new Environmental Trust grant.  The Technical Committee will develop a budget and provide it to the Sponsors.  The Contract Committee will schedule a conference call on March 23, 2001 at 3:00 PM.  It was decided to hold a meeting of COHYST on March 26th in North Platte at 4:00 PM to finalize a budget which has to be sent to the Environmental Trust no later than April 4th.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) purchase of a new computer for Maggie Smith instead of an upgrade - $3,500.00.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the purchase of a new computer for Maggie Smith as presented.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

There is a need for a software program called Map Objects 2.0, which costs approximately $5,000.00, to be used for precisely locating the wells for the model.  Funding from the Sponsors was not included in the NETF grant.  Funding of $1,100.00 from the Sponsors is recommended for the purchase.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve $1,100.00 from COHYST towards the purchase of new software (Map Objects 2.0) for the well inventory.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  Ron Bishop abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES SURVEY:  Three extension offices (Scottsbluff, North Platte and Clay Center) have been working on the Agricultural Practices Survey.  The deadline for the survey was last Friday (March 2).  One of the three has been completed and the others should be completed soon.  Dr. Martin will then enter the data into the net recharge model.  The Sponsors agreed that the $1500 stipend for each office should be sent to the extension offices after receipt of the survey material.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a Technical Committee report.  The following items were discussed.

· A report on the modelers meeting was presented.

· An update was given on the test hole logs.  Considerable discussion was held regarding a new contract with the Conservation and Survey Division of UNL which needs to be prepared in an amount not to exceed $95,945.00.  Duane and Don will make corrections to a draft contract and return to Mark Kuzila.

Ron Bishop made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the Conservation and Survey Division contract for the well and map work in an amount not to exceed $95,945.00.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· After test holes are complete, the geological layers need to be completed so the maps can be made.

· An update on the EA Engineering revision of the NET model calibration was presented.

· COHYST II was discussed.  A proposal from the USGS for developing ET data for vegetation (trees) on islands, was presented and copies were distributed.  There are four phases of the proposal: Phase I – develop a scope of work that needs to be done; Phase II – purchase and install equipment to measure evaporation off a tree canopy; and Phases III and IV – deal with where the water is coming from.  The total for the complete study would be $900,000 split between USGS and the Sponsors which exceeds the Sponsors budget.  The Technical Committee will review the proposal and investigate alternatives.

· A copy of Dick Luckey’s monthly report was distributed.

MODELER’S REPORT – Clint Carney:  Due to technical difficulties, Clint’s report will be delayed until the next COHYST meeting.
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 26, 2001 beginning at 4:00 PM in North Platte at the Quality Inn.  Also a meeting was previously scheduled for April 11, 2001 beginning at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.
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Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rich Kern – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Clint Carney – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Mike Slifer – U.S. Geological Survey

Mark Kuzila – Conservation and Survey Division – UNL

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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