PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 25, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

Little Blue NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 27, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.  A typo was noted on page 3 under Test Hole Contracts, paragraph 2, the word “approval” should read “approve”.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes with correction of the typo as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 28, 2001.  Total debits to date are $1,403,221.13 with total credits of $1,684,654.94 leaving a balance of $281,433.81.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) North Platte NRD, Modeler - $8,787.42; 2) Parsons Engineering, professional services - $4,838.81; 3) USGS, geophysics training - $500.00; 4) CNPPID, Modeler – 13,901.93; 5) USGS, Groundwater ET - $20,341.00; 6) USGS, hydrologic conductivity studies - $5,540.00; 7) USGS, Groundwater Modeling support - $28,680.00; 7) NRCS, Maggie Smith - $7,154.21.  A bill for the North Platte modeler also needs to be paid but no amount has been submitted.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the expenditures as presented above, including the North Platte modeler.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

USGS SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT – MODELING:  A supplemental agreement for increasing groundwater modeling and a change in the level of effort by USGS, full-time from October 2001 through March 2002, three-quarter time from April 2002 through June 2002 and one-half time from July 2002 through June 2003 for Dick Luckey’s participation.  Cost would be $163,000 per side for participation by USGS and COHYST.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the supplemental agreement for modeling with USGS.  Jay Bitner seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and motion carried.

LEASE PAYMENTS – USGS:  Lease agreements with landowners Gerald and Keith Trampe, Kearney, and P. Stephen Potter, Gothenburg, were presented for approval.  The agreements are for long-term access to riparian woodlands along the Platte River suitable for determining groundwater evapotranspiration in riparian areas of the Platte River Basin.  Yearly payments for three years will be $2,000.00 for Trampes, and $1,000.00 for Mr. Potter.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the payment for the lease agreements with the landowners as presented above.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
WORK PLAN:  The revised Work Plan was distributed and comments were requested.  It was the consensus of the members present to send any additional revisions or comments to Duane Woodward and have the Technical Committee study it before the next COHYST meeting.  It was also decided that external peer review needs to be defined in the Work Plan.  In the meantime, the Work Plan will be used as a guide for continuing work efforts 

TEST HOLE CONTRACTS:  John Thorburn obtained a proposal for the drilling for the Eastern model from Sargent Irrigation, and Frank Kwapnioski obtained a proposal for the Central model, also from Sargent Irrigation.  Extensive discussion was held on a number of issues including electronic logging.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize spending up to the budgeted amount for the test hole project, and to further authorize the Contract Committee to approve the contracts consistent with the budget, with the drillers in the Eastern and Central regions.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Frank Kwapnioski reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee as follows:

· Test hole update

· Geophysical logging of test holes and the purchase of e-log equipment.

· Contract with the USGS on geophysical work in canals, lakes and streams.  The work is to begin 8/6/01.

· Geological model layer development

· Land use contract with the University and CALMIT

· Riparian ET study – have two signed contracts for sites

· Crop-Sim model review by Parsons

· Modelers report 

· Next Technical Committee Meeting is August 10 in Lincoln

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for August 27, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  September 18, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD, and October 24, 2001 at 10:00 AM, location to be announced later.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Kris Reed – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Mike Slifer – U.S. Geological Survey

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Jay Bitner –Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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