PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 18, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not Represented

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not Represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 27, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of August 23, 2001.  After the audit of COHYST I, a balance of $285,087.37 was rolled over to COHYST II as of July 1, 2001.  A summary of payments was presented through August 23, 2001 leaving a balance of $208,694.42.  Several receipts have been received which were not listed on the report that was distributed and they are as follows:  the Nebraska Environmental Trust in the amount of $175,953.25, contributions from Tri-Basin NRD - $3,916.67; Twin Platte NRD - $5,791.67; Little Blue NRD - $8,166.67;  and South Platte NRD - $666.67; bringing the balance to $403,189.35.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) USGS for Groundwater ET - $20,341.00; 2) Parsons - $3,921.61; 3) USGS for seismic profiling - $28,250.00; and 4) NRCS for Maggie’s time for a period from July 1 through September 30, 2001 - $3,750.00.

Mike Onnen made the motion to approve payment of the bills as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TEST HOLE CONTRACTS:  Updated proposals from Sargent Irrigation were just received for the Central and Eastern model areas for the test hole contracts.  The Contract Committee was previously authorized to enter into an agreement with Sargent Irrigation for the Eastern and Central model areas subject to receipt of updated proposals, but the Committee did not have time to meet since the information was not available before the meeting.  

The Department of Natural Resources will try to fund the GPS work from DNR funding.  The Conservation Survey Division will provide electronic logging.

Kent Miller made the motion to accept the proposals from Sargent Irrigation for the Eastern and Central model areas with a budgetary limit of $25,000 for the Eastern area of $62,000 for the Central area and authorize the Chairman to execute the contracts in accordance with the terms and conditions used in the Western contract.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.    All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

WORK PLAN:  Duane Woodward updated the group on the new draft of the Work Plan.  As discussed at the last meeting, the 6000 series task schedule was updated and 6010 task was expanded to address internal review and external peer review.  A draft for final review will be available within the next week or two.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· Duane Eversoll of the Conservation Survey reported to the Tech Committee on test holes that have been drilled in the North Platte NRD area.

· Patty from CALMIT updated the Committee on 2001 Land Use.  Maggie has been working with Patty (from CALMIT) on getting NRI data from NRCS to be used for historic land use data for 1982.

· Matt Landon reported on the USGS ET Study which was delayed because of the contract on the towers.  A new contract is in place and NPPD has provided assistance in putting in the base and the anchors for the towers.  There may be a delay on the Gothenburg site due to fall hunting activities.

· Greg Steele of the USGS reviewed the seismic profiling geophysical work.  Data has been collected in an area as far east as the Kearney Canal and as far west as 4 or 5 miles into Wyoming.  Areas where existing test hole information is available will be used for calibration.  The work effort is ready to move into Phase 2 for analysis of the data.

· An update on the geological work and fine tuning the geological layers was presented.  A set of geological contour maps will be available for the COHYST area.

· The COHYST web site is being updated as information becomes available.  The low flow study report and the updated reports of the modelers are some of the things recently added.

· Net Recharge model area is run.  The work being done now is in regard to sorting out what the recharge is on surface irrigation projects.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 24, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  December 4, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn, and January 8, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, location to be announced later.
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Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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