PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 23, 2001 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 11, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of June 8, 2001.  Total debits to date are $1,337,702.01 with total credits of $1,681,654.94 leaving a balance of $343,952.93.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) Parsons Engineering - $8,037.93; 2) Computers from Dell - $7,847.74; 3) CNPPID, software equipment - $310.02; 4) NPPD, modeler - $7,643.73; and 5) DNR, monitoring wells - $15,210.00 and $1,150.00.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the expenditures as presented above.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT:  Copies of the revised Interlocal Cooperation Agreement were distributed and Jim Cook reviewed the changes which have been made to the agreement.  The major changes to the agreement are:  1) Add Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District and Little Blue Natural Resources District as Sponsors; 2) Paragraph 3 – delete duplication; 3) adjust quorum in paragraph 4; 4) update the table on page 4; 5) add paragraph 18 on page 6; and 6) amend paragraph 11, page 5 to read as in the following motion.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement with an amendment to strike “and objects” from the first sentence of paragraph 11 on page 5.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.

Jim Cook made a motion to amend the original motion to strike from the first sentence of paragraph 11 on page 5 “upon the earlier of the completion of its purposes and objects described herein”.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Upon voting on the amendment, all members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Upon voting on the amended motion, all members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

AUDIT – COHYST PHASE I:  In August a meeting will be held to audit and close out the funds for Phase I of COHYST and carry over remaining funds into Phase II of COHYST.

MODELER AGREEMENTS:  Modeler agreements with Sponsors who are providing modeling services as an in-kind contribution for Phase II of COHYST were discussed.  After considerable discussion as to whether the modeler agreements are necessary, it was the consensus of the group that a Memorandum of Understanding should be drafted and signed off on by COHYST.  However, a modeler agreement for the Central Platte Natural Resources District is necessary and a draft of the agreement will be presented at the June 27th COHYST meeting.

PHASE II WORK PLAN:  Duane Woodward presented the Work Plan for COHYST Phase II.  Suggested changes to the Plan were presented by COHYST members.  A proposal for Continuous Seismic Profiling from U.S.G.S. was presented for discussion

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize acceptance of the U.S.G.S. proposal for Continuous Seismic Profiling, subject to review by the Technical Committee and Parsons Engineering, and also subject to termination at the end of August if the profiling is not working.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and the motion carried.

Duane will incorporate all the suggestions that were brought to his attention during the meeting and also those from Gary Lewis of Parsons Engineering.  An updated draft will then be distributed before the June 12th Technical Committee meeting so that the Committee can review it before the COHYST meeting on June 27th.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  An update on net recharge was presented.  Dr. Martin’s data was received and processed.  Steve Peterson is now checking for errors in the data.  Temperature tracer work was also discussed and will be investigated further to determine if it could be used to measure water movement between canals or river systems and groundwater.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for June 27, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD’s office.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  July 25, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, and August 27, 2001 at 10:00 AM, locations to be announced later.
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Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Kern – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jim Cannia – North Platte Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – U. S. Geological Survey

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Clint Carney – Nebraska Public Power District

Chris McCormick – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Greg Green – U.S. Geological Survey

Bob Joseph – U.S. Geological Survey

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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