PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 12, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn (Arrived late)

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 5, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 31, 2001.  Total debits to date are $1,186,370.97 with total credits of $1,473,678.77 leaving a balance of $287,307.80.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) USGS, Groundwater Modeler Support, $28,680.00; 2) USGS, Platte River Hydraulic Conductivity, $5,539.00; and 3) UNL, Net Recharge, $4,092.50 (final payment to Derrel Martin).  One bill is being held back in the amount of $10,250.93 for test hole logs.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report as presented and to pay the bills as presented above with the exception of the bill being held for the test hole logs in the amount of $10,250.93.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NET RECHARGE MODEL:  Duane Woodward updated the Sponsors on the Net Recharge Model.  The data is being reviewed to sort out lands irrigated with surface water and those irrigated with groundwater.  The model seems to be functioning properly but additional review is needed.  It was the consensus of the Sponsors to delay the quality assurance review by Parsons for thirty days.

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES SURVEY:  A conference call was held on January 26th regarding the agricultural practices survey.  A target date of March 2nd was set to complete the information and provide it to Dr. Derrel Martin.  An electronic map of the study area was provided to all participants.

MODELER FOR NORTH PLATTE AREA:  Jim Cannia will be assisting with the Groundwater Modeling work for the North Platte Area.  An amendment to the Groundwater Modeler Agreement with the North Platte Natural Resources District was presented and discussion followed.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amendment as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All members voted yes except for Brian Barels, Nebraska Public Power District, who voted no.  The motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a Technical Committee report.  The following items were discussed.

· Test hole information - Information for Sheridan and Sioux Counties should be in by February 15th.  One area focused on by the Technical Committee for additional information was additional test hole data.  A contract for test hole work by the Conservation Survey Division of UNL will be prepared and brought to the next COHYST meeting on March 6th with a preliminary cost estimate of $70,000.00.  

· ET Use – An update on ET work was presented.  The work is proposed to be done in four phases as follows:  1) go through all the work that needs to be done to locate sites; 2) collecting ET data; 3) work to see how much the source of this water being evaporated out of the tree canopies comes from soil moisture etc.; 4) collecting information on where the ET is coming out of the canopy.  If cost is too high, all phases may not be done.  More information will be available at the next COHYST meeting.

· Land Use – Copies of the final report on land use are available from Duane.  CD’s have been distributed.  The State is intending to complete a land survey in 2001.
· Modelers’ Meeting – Dick Luckey updated the Sponsors on the groundwater modeling work that has been done and plans for the coming months.
MODELER’S REPORT - STEVE PETERSON:  Steve presented a report on the modeling he has done on the Pre-groundwater development 1-mile groundwater flow model for the Eastern Model Unit.  
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 6, 2001, beginning at 1:00 PM in Kearney at the Ramada Inn, and also a meeting was scheduled for April 11, 2001 beginning at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.
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Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Jim Cook - Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

John Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Richard Luckey - U.S. Geological Survey

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Steve Petersen - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation 


District

Mike Steinke - Student, University of Nebraska

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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