PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Ramada Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – Rich Holloway

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 24, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of November 21, 2001.  The total debits are $361,845.15 with total credits of $729,267.26 leaving a balance of $367,422.11.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bill:  1) University of Nebraska-Lincoln – Update test hole geological maps - $31,166.28.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT:  Marcia Lee reported on the draft brochure that is being prepared for final review by COHYST.  The brochure is to inform the public of the function of COHYST.  Jim Cook and John Turnbull volunteered to represent the Sponsors in the review process.

WORK PLAN:  Duane Woodward presented the Work Plan for approval.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Work Plan as presented.  Jim cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and motion carried.

AGREEMENT WITH DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, DATABASE COORDINATOR:  An agreement with the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources for a database coordinator was presented.  The Sponsors portion of the annual salary and benefits for this position shall not exceed $24,000 per year and the contract will run from November 16, 2001 and continue, if necessary, through June, 2004.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Database Coordinator Agreement with the Department of Natural Resources as presented.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

CONTRACT WITH SENIOR HYDROLOGIST:  Amendment No. 6 to the contract with Parsons Engineering Science Inc. was presented for approval.  The expenditure limit of $188,900 was increased to $329,500 and the contract time period of June 30, 2001 was extended to June 30, 2004.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve Amendment No. 6 to the Parsons Engineering Science, Inc. Contract as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and motion carried.

The contract with Larry Cast also needs to be extended.  A contract should be ready by the January 8th meeting.

REVIEW OF MODELING PROGRESS:  An update was presented by Dick Luckey, Clint Carney, Steve Peterson, and Chris McCormick on the status of the models. 

Discussion was held on options the Sponsors may want to consider regarding:

· Providing assistance to the modelers in adjusting GIS contours.

· Addressing the loss of modeler Steve Peterson who is being called for active duty on January 2, 2002.

Options will be presented on January 8, 2002.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· USGS is finished with the reports on hydraulic conductivity and the slug tests.  Copies were made available.

· A Technical Committee meeting is to be held on December 20th to discuss, among other things, the Work Plan and the studies that need to be done next spring.

· An update on the Land Use contract was presented.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 8, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  February 5, 2002 at 10:00 AM and March 7, 2002 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, locations to be announced later.
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Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Jeff Wightman – Nebraska Water Users

Jim Cannia – North Platte Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Clint Carney – Nebraska Public Power District

Steve Peterson – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Chris McCormick – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Marcia Lee – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Rhodell Jameson – Land Committee

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Rich Holloway – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Dean Edson – Nebraska Association of Resources Districts

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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