PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 24, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not Represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 18, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of October 24, 2001.  The beginning balance on July 1, 2001, after the audit, was $285,087.37.  Total debits from July 1, 2001 to the present are $319,706.79 with total credits of $509,794.42 leaving a balance of $190,087.63.  The balance reflects a deduction for the requested disbursements listed below.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) USGS for groundwater modeling support - $28,680.00; 2) USGS for groundwater ET - $128,801.00; 3) USGS for hydraulic conductivity profiles - $5,539.00; 4).North Platte NRD – equipment for seismic profiling - $1,270.40; 5) Parsons Engineering Science - $5,959.54; 6) CNPPID, modeler’s pre-July expenses - $265.63; and 7) Central Platte NRD, modeler - $11,767.63.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and also payment of the bills as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TEST HOLE CONTRACTS:  The test hole contract for the eastern model requires an increase in cost to include e-logging which raises the total to $34,000.00.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize the chairman to enter into a contract as presented to include e-logging operations at a cost not to exceed an adjusted cost of $34,000.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

KANSAS V. NEBRASKA:  The Attorney General’s office is interested in drilling some of the test holes deeper in the eastern model and is willing to pay for the extra effort.

Jim Cook made the motion to authorize the Chairman to work with the Contract Committee regarding an agreement with the Attorney General’s office to drill some of the test holes deeper in the eastern model area with the extra costs to be billed to the Attorney General’s office and also for any data sharing for which there are any costs involved.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee at their recent meeting as follows:

· 2001 data collection for land use is going well and also the latest scenes have been decided on.  A letter to the FSA offices will be sent out requesting sets of records on the farm units.

· An agreement with CALMIT regarding a proposal for Delineating Historical Land Use Patterns was discussed at a cost of $153,906.00.  Also the purchase of film is necessary at a cost of approximately $9,000.00.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize the chairman to enter into the agreement with CALMIT on Delineating Historical Land Use Patterns in the amount of $153,906.00 and to order film at a cost of $9,000.00 making the total $162,906.00.  Frank Kwapnioski seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· An update on the riparian ET study was presented.  The towers will be put up in the spring of 2002 and data collection can begin for 2002, 2003 and the first half of 2004.

· An update was also presented on the groundwater geology.

· The modelers will be attending the next meeting of COHYST on  December 4th to present a report.

· A meeting with the NRD public relations personnel was held and a presentation was given on what COHYST represents.

· Copies of the revised Work Plan for COHYST II were distributed and ratification will be taken up at the December 4th meeting.

· Discussion was held on the slide presentation regarding COHYST.  Gary Lewis will be attending the GSA conference and making a presentation.  Gary estimated that he would spend about 1½ days of work time in putting together the slide show and information which would cost about $1,900.00.  Parsons Engineering will pay the cost of travel, expenses, and registration.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize up to $1,900.00, based on the estimate given in Gary’s letter, for the slide show preparation.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· A letter from the Twin Platte NRD regarding ownership and maintenance of the monitoring wells was discussed.  Similar letters from the other NRD’s will be forthcoming.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 4, 2001 at 9:00 AM in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  January 8, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney and February 5, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, locations to be announced later.
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John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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