PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Friday, January 5, 2001 – 9:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 5, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of January 4, 2001.  Total debits to date are $1,056,572.79 with total credits of $1,317,259.60 leaving a balance of $260,686.81.  

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were two bills presented for payment.  They were $13,641.00 to U.S.G.S. for the Hydraulic Conductivity Study of the Platte River and the bills for modelers. 

John Turnbull made the motion to approve payment of the bills presented.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NET RECHARGE MODEL PROGRESS:  A letter was sent to the University regarding progress on the Net Recharge model.  Discussion was held on options for completing the project.  It was suggested that the Chairman meet with Dr. Martin to work out a resolution to the problems being faced.

John Thorburn made a motion to give authority to the Chairman to work out an agreement on a resolution with Dr. Martin regarding the Net Recharge project situation in consultation with the Technical Committee, and to also authorize the Chairman to develop necessary alternatives and to implement them.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES SURVEY:  Conversations have been held with persons in Scottsbluff (Jim Schild), Clay Center (Roger Elmore), and North Platte (Bob Klein) concerning collection of data on historic agricultural practices.  The University of Nebraska at the various stations will be used to bring people in to look at historic ag usage and tillage practices to develop the data base.  Funding was discussed and a stipend of $1500 per office was suggested.

Frank Kwapnioski made the motion to approve the process and a stipend (amount still being discussed) that has been suggested.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

COHYST SCHEDULE:  Rich Kern and Duane Woodward updated the group on the COHYST schedule.  The schedule projects all models to be calibrated with a 160 acre cell size and geologic layers by June 30, 2001.
COMPUTERS FOR MODELERS:  New computers for the groundwater modelers were discussed.  The modelers need portable laptop computers so that they are readily available at meetings, out in the field, etc.  

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the purchase of up to four computers for the groundwater modelers at an estimated cost of $5800 per computer and the old computers will be available at a cost of $500 each to whoever wants them with the first option to the agency where they are now located.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Ron Bishop made the motion to add a CD writer to Maggie Smith’s computer and a tape backup, if necessary, at an estimated cost of $1,000.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER SALARY ADJUSTMENT:  Adjustments to the groundwater modelers salaries were discussed. 

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize a special committee of CNPPID, NPPD, Central Platte NRD and North Platte NRD to consider a salary increase for the modelers in the range of 3-7%.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER FOR NORTH PLATTE AREA:  Discussion was held concerning Jim Cannia working as the modeler for the North Platte area until someone is hired.  The special committee that was discussed in the previous motion was delegated work with the North Platte NRD regarding the possibility of utilizing Jim Cannia as the new modeler and bring back an agreement to the next meeting on February 12th.

PARSONS ENGINEERING CONTRACT:  Amendment No. 4 to Parsons Engineering Science, Inc. was discussed.  The amendment would increase the expenditure limit by $61,800 for a total contract amount of $173,900 for services through June 30, 2001.  The increase is for additional senior hydrologist services as needed and described in a letter from Gary Lewis as attached.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve Amendment No. 4 to Parsons’ Engineering Science, Inc. as discussed.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve additional assistance from Parsons in the North Platte area in the amount of $15,000 to obtain the elevations of irrigation wells.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

A proposal from Parsons to perform quality control review of the net recharge model at a cost of $5000 was discussed.  This will be considered again at the next meeting.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a Technical Committee report.  The following items were discussed.

· The next Technical Committee Meeting will be held January 24-25, 2001 in Lincoln.

· An update on the final report on information from U.S.G.S. and on information from CALMIT was presented.

· Not a lot of changes were made to the task schedule so no printout was presented.

· The modelers are finishing up model runs using the 1 and 2 mile node sizes.  The modelers will make presentations at the upcoming meetings of COHYST starting in February with Steve Peterson.

· Additional work that needs to be done for the contracts was discussed.  At their last meeting, the Technical Committee had discussed what should be done as part of COHYST II (ET study, geology collection, canal measurement work, net recharge model).

Ron Bishop made the motion to request the Technical Committee to report back on each of the items that they listed, or other important items, and to follow through with contacts to whoever they feel is appropriate to do the work and bring back a proposal from individual contacted.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NRCS Contract:  An extension to June 30th of the NRCS contract was discussed.

Kent Miller made the motion to extend the NRCS contract to June 30th.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Chairman Kraus reported that he has scheduled a meeting with Dr. Martin for Monday, January 8th at 1:00 PM.

Dick Luckey’s contract expires June 30, 2001 and the group needs to consider whether to extend the contract.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 12, 2001, beginning at 10:00 AM in Kearney at the NPPD office, and also a meeting was scheduled for March 6, 2001 at 1:00 PM, location to be announced later.
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Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Jerry Vandersnick - Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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