PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 27, 2001 – 10:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – Jay Bitner

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Jim Lundgren

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 23, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of 5/24/01.  Total debits to date are $1,378,618.93 with total credits of $1,681,654.94 leaving a balance of $303,036.01.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) Parsons Engineering - $4,858.32; 2) Panhandle Extension - $1,500.00; 3) North Platte Extension - $1,500.00; 4) Clay Center Extension - $1,500.00; 5) NRCS (Maggie Smith) - $14,006.10; 6) Larry Cast - $1,237.78; and also the modelers’ salaries for the final quarter.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the expenditures as presented above.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

The contract with Larry Cast has almost reached the maximum and an amendment needs to be prepared to increase the contract by $2,000.00.

Kent Miller made a motion to approve amending the contract with Larry Cast to increase it by $2,000.00 and to authorize the Chairman to sign the amendment to the contract with an estimated completion date of three months.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

WORK PLAN:  Duane Woodward distributed copies of a revised Work Plan and reviewed the revisions that had been made.  COHYST members are to review the plan and send comments to Duane by July 6th so that the Plan can be revised to incorporate comments and be ready for approval by COHYST at the July 25th meeting.

MODELER AGREEMENT – CPNRD:  An agreement for the modeler at the Central Platte NRD office was presented for approval.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the modeler agreement for the Central Platte NRD office.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING:  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the modelers in the North Platte NRD, Twin Platte NRD, Central Power and Irrigation offices was presented for approval.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding as presented.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.

Brian Barels presented an amendment to the original motion to revise the MOU to include the language from Paragraph 4b and Paragraph 6 of the CPNRD Modeler Agreement.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Upon voting on the amended motion, all members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TEST HOLE CONTRACTS:  New contracts for the test holes were discussed and the scope of work and a drilling plan were distributed to the members.  The Technical Committee recommends approval of the contracts.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to approve a Western model agreement for drilling after receiving a proposal from the contractor.  Mike Onnen seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Rich Kern and Steve Petersen will get bids for the Eastern model, and Jim Cannia and Clint Carney will get bids for the Central model.  Contractors will be provided with the scope of work for this project.  These will be presented at the July 25th COHYST meeting.

NRCS CONTRACT:  An updated contract with NRCS for Maggie Smith’s time was presented.  This will be for 50% of her time.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the NRCS contract.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane updated members on the Land Use Contract.  The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has budgeted monies for this project and will sign the agreement and this will be shown as an in-kind contribution by DNR.  Three sites were discussed for this project and the Technical Committee will follow through on this.  He also updated members on ET, contracts for drilling, and the crop simulation models.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 25, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  August 27, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD, and September 18, 2001 at 10:00 AM, location to be announced later.
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Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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