PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 11, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Not represented

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – Not represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Mike Onnen

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MODELER’S PRESENTATION:  Dick Luckey presented an update on the 2 Mile Groundwater Flow Model for the Western Model Unit which he has been working on.  Discussion and questions for Dick followed the presentation.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:  Ron Bishop made a motion to nominate Don Kraus for re-election as Chairman of the Cooperative Hydrology Study.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Don Kraus abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN/TREASURER:  Jim Cook made a motion to nominate Ron Bishop for re-election as Vice-Chairman/Treasurer.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  Ron Bishop abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 26, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

Discussion was held at the last meeting on amending the Inter-local Agreement to include the Little Blue NRD as a COHYST member.  Jim Cook will review the Inter-local Agreement to see what other changes may be necessary and report at the next meeting.  The question was also raised concerning the inclusion of Pathfinder Irrigation District as a member of COHYST.  Contact will be made with Dennis Strauch, Manager of Pathfinder.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of today’s date.  Total debits to date are $1,242,156.01 with total credits of $1,488,678.77 leaving a balance of $246,522.76.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Approval for payment was requested for the following bills:  1) USGS for modeling support - $28,680; 2) USGS for Hydraulic Conductivity of the Platte - $5,539; 3) AT&T Conference call - $189.73; 4) Gateway for Maggie Smith’s computer - $3,129.00; and 5) modeler’s salaries.  An invoice from EA Engineering for technical support was received in the amount of $10,996.25 which is over the $10,000 contract amount. 

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the expenditures as presented above with the exception of the EA Engineering invoice.  The EA Engineering invoice is to be paid pending review by Duane Woodward and the Technical Committee.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Discussion was held on updating the contracts for Phase II of the project.

PHASE II WORK PLAN:  The work plan for Phase II needs to be prepared in the near future.  After considerable discussion, it was decided that a joint session of the Technical Committee and COHYST will be held on May 23rd beginning at 9:00 AM in Kearney to develop the work plan.  The Technical Committee will meet prior to May to develop a preliminary work plan.

USGS CONTRACT – GROUNDWATER ET:  A proposed Joint Funding Agreement has been received from USGS for the determination of groundwater evapotranspiration in riparian areas, Platte River Basin, Nebraska project.  The total amount of the contract is $673,476 with a split of $336,738 per side.  Considerable discussion was held regarding the four phases which are mentioned in the “Determination of Ground-Water Evapotranspiration in Riparian Areas, Platte River Basin, Nebraska”.  The four phases are:  Phase I – Feasibility Evaluation and Site Selection; Phase II – Total ET Measurements; Phase III – Stable-isotopic measurements of ground, soil, and plant water; and Phase IV – Measurement of Components of ET.

After considerable discussion, Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the contract and authorize the Chairman to sign the contract in accordance with the cover letter which was included.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.

Brian Barels presented an amendment to the motion to remove Phases III and IV and revise the cover letter.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Kent Miller presented an amendment to the original motion to approve the contract authorizing the Chairman to sign the contract, and subject to removal of Phases III and IV from the work plan.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  City of Grand Island abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Upon voting on the original motion as amended, City of Grand Island abstained from voting and all other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Dick Luckey reported that there will be a meeting of the Technical Committee on May 1-2, 2001 in Lincoln.  He also updated members on the modeler meeting which was held last week including current estimates regarding the schedule (the delays on getting the multiple layers completed for the Western model will delay completion of the 160 acre model until January or February 2002); the geology in the Western model unit; the recharge pumpage data in the eastern model, and the focus meetings on various topics.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 23, 2001 at 9:00 AM in Kearney at the offices of NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  June 27, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney and July 25, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, locations to be announced later.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  4/11/01

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Richard Luckey – U.S. Geological Survey

Bob Joseph – U.S. Geological Survey

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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