PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 27, 2001 – 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not Represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

Little Blue NRD – Not Represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 25, 2001 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

FINANCIAL REPORT: There was no financial report available.  An audit report was presented and June 30th was the close-out date for Phase I of COHYST.  There will be a roll-over of funds from Phase I to Phase II.  The written report will be presented at a later date.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no expenditures for approval.

TEST HOLE CONTRACTS:  At the last COHYST meeting, it was decided that the Technical Committee would discuss the electronic logging for the test holes.  Conservation Survey Division-UNL (Jim Goecke and Sue Olafsen-Lackey) will do the electronic logging at their expense.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee, with advice from the Technical Committee, to enter into an agreement with Sargent Irrigation for the test holes in the Eastern and Central model areas after a revised proposal is obtained, not to exceed the budgeted amount of $150,000 for the three areas, and to include GPS locating activities.  Duane Woodward will coordinate the three units.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

WORK PLAN:  Duane Woodward updated the members on the revisions made to the Work Plan for COHSYT.  The 6000 series task schedule will be revised.  Task 6010 will be expanded to address internal review and external peer review.  A reference in the work plan will also be made concerning QA/QC.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the items discussed by the Technical Committee as follows:

· Geology work is basically completed in the Eastern model area.  Larry and Clint have spent quite a bit of time working on the Central model.  For the far Western model, a pretty good base of the aquifer is done.

· Work with Dr. Martin is progressing in getting the pumpage and recharge data put together.

· The Land Use contract is signed and underway and the scenes have been selected.  The protocol of data for the three areas needs to be uniform.

· An update on the data collection for the riparian ET work was presented.  Two sites have been selected and contracts with the landowners are in place.  Work has been delayed because of contracting problems with the tower contractor.  It is hoped that a contract can be completed soon for the tower work.

· Mike Slifer reported on the geophysical sounding work being done and the work is progressing well.

· A report from Dick Luckey on modeling work was distributed and discussed.

· A discussion was held on the guidelines/protocol for publications and presentations regarding COHYST for the public and other organizations.  It was agreed that a review by the Technical Committee would be appropriate.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 18, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD.  Also meetings have been scheduled as follows:  October 24, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney at NPPD, and December 4, 2001 at 10:00 AM in Kearney, location to be announced later.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  8/27/01

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer – U.S. Geological Survey

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Mark Kuzila – Conservation Survey Division – UNL

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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