PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, March 20, 2000 – 3:30 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District offices.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Natural Resources Commission – Not represented

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller (arrived late)

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the February 9, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no financial report available for review.  COHYST has received the Environmental Trust appropriation of $200,000 for the next two years.  Two bills have been received for payment:  Parsons Engineering Science - $1,158.90 and Dr. Darrell Martin for net recharge - $13,383.11 which exceeds the contracted amount of $40,925.00 by about $3,500.  Ron Bishop will check into the reason for exceeding the contract amount.  It was also suggested that 10% of the contract amount for Dr. Martin be withheld until completion of the project.

Rod Horn made the motion to authorize payment of the bills as presented, subject to withholding 10% of the contract amount for Dr. Darrell Martin until completion of the work product and to also get justification for exceeding the contract amount.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Platte Valley Irrigation Well Census:  John Thorburn presented the Project Description and Objectives for the well census of the five NRD’s in the Platte Valley.  The project will accelerate efforts of upper Platte basin NRD’s to locate, identify and determine the status of all irrigation wells in the North Platte, South Platte and Platte Valleys from the Wyoming/Colorado state lines downstream to the eastern border of Central Platte NRD in Polk County.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward presented on update on the status of the work tasks.

Dick Luckey gave a presentation on the Flow Modeling Strategy and distributed an exhibit of the same.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 17, 2000 at 4:00 PM in Kearney.  Location of the meeting will be announced at a later date.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  3/20/00

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Dick Luckey - U.S. Geological Survey

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Mike Drain - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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