PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 20, 2000 – 1:00 PM (MDT)

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Ogallala at the Ramada Limited.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson (arrived late)

NE Dept. of Natural Resources– Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller 

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 21, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed. Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of August 24, 2000.  Total debits to date are $811,601.01 with total credits of $1,061,013.00 leaving a balance of $249,411.99.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There are four bills that need to be paid as follows:  North Platte NRD – 2nd quarter billing for modeler $6,937.97; Parsons Engineering and Science $2,341.00; EMS (GMS training in Salt Lake) $1,195.00; and Conservation and Survey $69,403.56.  Kent Miller made the motion to approve payment of the bills.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Discussion was held concerning the contract with Larry Cast which is currently set at $15,050.00.  Funding is running low on his contract and needs to be extended an additional $5,000.00.  Kent Miller made a motion to approve extension of Larry Cast’s contract at a total amount not to exceed $20,000.00.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER RECRUITMENT:  Duane reported on the status of applications for the modeler for the North Platte NRD office.  A shorter version of an application will be sent out to different universities hoping for some graduates this December.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the last Technical Committee meeting.  The following items were discussed.

· Test Holes - A test hole map was presented and discussed.  This project should be completed by the end of September.

· Net Recharge Model – Discussion was held regarding hiring someone to gather information on historic farm practices from county extension agents.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize Duane Woodward, with final approval by the Chairman, to hire one or more people to collect data regarding the Net Recharge Model from the county extension agents.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Jim Lundgren of the Nebraska Water Users abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Discussion was held regarding the University developing a new visual basic program to make runs on different crops, soils, etc. to build a database for all combinations.

· Land Use – Waiting for NRCS records for two counties.  After receipt of the NRCS records, CALMIT should then be able to finalize the analysis in mid-October and put into a format needed to build 10-acre cells across the State.  

· Modeling Effort – Modelers have been out collecting information on stream bed permeameters.  This information is then placed on the web site.  

An update on the slug tests being done by the USGS was presented.  

Modelers have been working on taking all the gauging stations across the model area and sorting out the months of October and November flows on a daily basis and then running a 14-day and 7‑day low flow analysis, and trying to come up with what the base groundwater inflow might be for some of the tributaries and use that for model calibration.

· Geology - Dick Luckey and Duane have been reviewing and doing some changes on a generic format on geology and boiler plate information that goes into the modelers reports.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meetings of the Hydrology Sponsors are scheduled for October 17, 2000 beginning at 9:30 AM in Kearney at Nebraska Public Power District.  Also a meeting was scheduled for November 7, 2000, beginning at 1:00 PM in Kearney and the location will be announced at a later date.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  9/20/00

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Doyle – Nebraska Water Users

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District
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