PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, April 17, 2000 – 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Ramada Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – Not Represented

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

PRE-DEVELOPMENT MODEL:  Steve Peterson, modeler based in Holdrege, reported that the first pre-development model is done.  He also made a presentation on test hole data and the GMS package that is being used.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 20, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed. Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of March 23, 2000.  Debits to date are $581,817.53, with credits of $625,579.04, leaving a balance of $43,761.51.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Several bills have been received and authorization for payment of these is requested.  The bills include: 1) $19,720.00 to U.S. Geological Survey for groundwater model support; 2) $13,641.00 to U.S. Geological Survey for hydraulic conductivity; and 3) modelers expenses for the first quarter of 2000.

John Turnbull made the motion to authorize payment of the bills as presented. Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NET RECHARGE CONTRACT AGREEMENT:  An adjustment to the contracted amount needs to be made and this will be addressed at the next meeting.

U.S.G.S. CONTRACT - OBSERVATION WELL DATABASE:  A Joint Funding Agreement with U.S. Geological Survey for the groundwater level database project was presented for approval.  Total cost of the work is $12,000.00 which will be shared equally by the Hydrology Sponsors and U.S.G.S.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the Joint Funding Agreement for the groundwater level database project with the U.S. Geological Survey.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

RIVER BED CONDUCTANCE:  Duane Woodward reported on the status of the river bed conductance project.  A presentation was made at the last Technical Committee meeting in regard to costs.  There are two sites for this project which are located at Brady and Scottsbluff.

MODELER STATUS:  Paul Glenn, the modeler at Scottsbluff, has notified the Hydrology Sponsors that he is leaving and it was recommended that the process of replacing him should begin as soon as possible.  

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize a search for a new modeler to be based out of Scottsbluff.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· A handout was distributed and reviewed in regard to the test hole data.

· A modeling report by Dick Luckey was discussed.

· For more detailed models on river bed elevations, more people are needed to key in numbers.  

· Chris is working on water level calibrations and the groundwater modelers are working on past historic data.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 10, 2000 at 9:30 AM at the Holiday Inn in Kearney.  A meeting has also been scheduled for 9:30 AM on June 16, 2000 in Kearney.  The location of the meeting will be announced at a later date.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  4/17/00

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren - Nebraska Water Users

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Jerry Vandersnick - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Steve Peterson - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Duane Eversoll - Conservation & Survey, University of Nebr./Lincoln

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

Jim Cook - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Larry Hutchinson - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Dayle Williamson - Nebraska Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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