PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, July 18, 2000 – 11:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources– Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn 

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller 

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Jay Rempe

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the June 16, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed. Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 13, 2000.  Debits to date are $717,965.31, with credits of $951,911.40, leaving a balance of $233,946.09.  He also reported that in-kind reports and modeler bills are due for the second quarter.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: Three bills were presented for payment as follows:  USGS (groundwater modeling support) - $19,720.00; USGS - $13,641.00; and Parsons Engineering Science - $2,669.34.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize payment of the above expenditures.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the last Technical Committee meeting.  The following items were discussed.

· Land Use – It was reported that an extension of the contract and additional funds of $22,304.00 were needed to finish irrigation maps and compilation into GIS coverage and fit into analysis of land coverage and use.  If no funding is available the work would have to stop at the end of July.  The Technical Committee recommends paying the additional amount and extending the agreement.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the funding and extending the agreement.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· Net Recharge Agreement - There are no additional changes at this point.  The final product is not ready and reserves will be held until the contract is complete.

· Modeler Recruitment – An update on recruitment was presented.  Several inquiries have been received but no one has been interviewed.  Modeling is getting behind schedule without the modeler in Scottsbluff.  

Proposals from consultants and USGS will be received and the Contract Committee, North Platte NRD and South Platte NRD will review and have support for modeling and still try to recruit.  The Contract Committee will consider if there are other options also.  

Don Kraus suggested 1) inquire if Parsons may have someone to help out with modeler; and 2) ask another consulting firm and have possible modeler for short term.

Discussion was held regarding suggestion #2 and the USGS proposal.  There were concerns in regard to the time period since a meeting will not be held until August 21 to act upon the proposals.  A possible telephone conference may be set at some future date if needed.

Kent Miller made the motion that the Contract Committee, the North Platte NRD, and the South Platte NRD be authorized to take the action necessary to fill the needs of the modeling for the area.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

· The Technical Committee met and discussed the conservation survey and reported there was not much change since last month.

· Land Use – Discussion was held on the reason for an increase in the contract and different options in land use.  

· Geological – The model area is almost mapped out.  Discussion was held concerning the findings of samplings and soils and problems that are arising.

· Potential work sessions were discussed for a new application to the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  August 18th at 8:00 a.m. was scheduled in Lincoln to begin the application process.  The Department of Natural Resources will be responsible for setting the meeting place.  Also a meeting in Grand Island on August 29th at 10:00 a.m. was set to complete the final trust application.

· Duane distributed a handout on what needs to be done after the Cooperative Hydrology Study and discussions followed.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meetings of the Hydrology Sponsors are scheduled for August 21, 2000 and September 20 or 21, 2000 in Kearney.  The time and location of the meetings will be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Dean Edson – Nebraska Association of Resource Districts

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Jay Rempe – Nebraska Farm Bureau

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rick Kern – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

DeAnna Bartruff- Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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