PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Friday, June 16, 2000 – 9:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the office of Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not Represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn 

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller 

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader 

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 10, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

John Turnbull made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed. Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of May 25, 2000.  Debits to date are $715,333.37, with credits of $938,911.40, leaving a balance of $223,578.03.

Jim Cook made the motion to approve the financial report.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no requests for any expenditures.

NET RECHARGE CONTRACT AGREEMENT:  Some details of the contract are being looked into and corrections are being made.  A discussion was held regarding tasks being done and the spreadsheet for crop types.

MODELER RECRUITMENT:  An offer was made but not accepted for a new modeler to fill the opening at Scottsbluff.  The Committee will re-advertise for the position.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the last Technical Committee meeting which was held on June 8th.  The following items were discussed.

· Testhole Update – eighteen of the 31 counties are complete, four are in review and 2 are not started.  Expected completion is October 2000.

· Land Use – an assessment is being done on accuracy and work is being done on irrigated land maps.  Expected completion is mid-September 2000.

· River Bed Conductance – reviewed the schedule for USGS research paper and the schedule for future field work on slug tests.  Expected completion is September of 2000.

· Net Recharge Model – hands on model training was held May 12th and decided on some output formats.  The county extension agents crop data collection effort was reviewed, but they have not received the updated form.  Expected completion of this effort is July.

· Website Development – a file naming procedure for different file types was developed and the website continues to be updated frequently.

· Database and Coverage Development – discussion included river and tributary bed coring, bed permeameter measurements, bed elevation, river calibration data, and the water level calibration data.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 18, 2000 in Kearney at 9:30 a.m.  The location of the meeting will be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Jim Struck – KRVN Radio

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Dayle Williamson – Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Rempe – Nebraska Farm Bureau

Dean Edson – Nebraska Association of Resource Districts

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Jerry Vandersnick – Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Dennis Strauch – Pathfinder Irrigation District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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