PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 17, 2000 – 9:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Nebraska Public Power District office.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Dept. of Natural Resources– Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller 

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader (arrived late)

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Jay Rempe 

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Doyle, Ken Schilz

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 20, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported that there was very little change from the last financial report and had no written report to distribute.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following bills were presented for payment:  1) USGS, Hydraulic Conductivity - $32,626.00; 2) USGS, Groundwater modeling (Dick Luckey) - $33,764.00; 3) USGS, Groundwater level data - $6,000.00; 4) Modelers expense (Steve Peterson) - $13,603.13; and 5) Parsons Engineering Science - $5,750.62.  John Turnbull made the motion to approve payment of the bills.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

Expenses for other modelers that may be received are covered under each individual modeler contract and do no require Sponsor approval.

In-kind services should be turned in to Ron Bishop by October 23, 2000.

MODELER RECRUITMENT:  Duane reported that several resumes have been received for the modeler position for the North Platte NRD office.  

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Technical Committee to hire the modeler for the North Platte NRD office, after consultation with the North Platte NRD and South Platte NRD in the hiring process, and with final approval by the Chairman.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT ASSISTANCE:  No one has been hired to gather information on historic farm practices from county extension agents.  Several possibilities were discussed.  A suggestion was to have someone (NRCS or other experts) put together a draft of tillage practices, etc. for the counties and hold a meeting in Scottsbluff for the area extension agents, and maybe Kearney or Grand Island, and ask for their input and review of what was provided for each county.  This concept will be pursued.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward presented a Technical Committee report.  The following items were discussed.

· Dr. Martin is finishing up a temporary database for the county farm practices and putting a database together for all of the daily weather stations (32).  Rich Kern will then put that information into a format to integrate with the soil data.  

· CALMIT has finished all of the irrigated acre information with corrections being made to fit the COHYST boundaries.  Information should be available for the modelers by November 1st.

· Land Use Information – Marcus Tooze is leaving to become a private consultant the first of November and someone else will finish the land use information.

· USGS Contract – Field work for the slug tests is done.  Now working with State Highway Department about the bridge soil sample data to confirm slug tests.

· Modelers – Steve Peterson is finishing up a report on the first phase of the model which should be ready for review at the next Technical Committee meeting.  Dick Luckey and Clint Carney are finishing up their first version of the two mile node model run and getting ready for the second runs.  They will not have geology all complete until December.

· Low Flow Analysis – All the low flow analysis is done and Duane is reviewing.  This will go to the Technical Committee for review at their meeting on November 2nd.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors that was scheduled for November 7, 2000 was cancelled.  A meeting was scheduled for December 5, 2000, beginning at 9:30 AM in Kearney and the location will be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski – Nebraska Public Power District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Schilz – Nebraska Water Users

Jim Doyle – Nebraska Water Users

Jay Rempe – Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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