PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 21, 2000 – 9:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht (arrived late)

NE Dept. of Natural Resources– Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller (arrived late)

Upper Big Blue NRD – John Thorburn

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader (arrived late)

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 18, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes as mailed. John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop presented a financial report as of July 13, 2000.  A balance of $233,946 was reported with income of $83,000 from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund and several bills that have been paid leaving a balance of approximately $275,000.

USGS Contract Amendment:  Don Kraus reported on a conference call that was held on August 14th.  A proposed amendment to the contract with USGS for modeling support was discussed. The amendment would increase the hours for USGS from 75% to 100% and extend the contract period from June 30, 2001 to September 30, 2001.  Consensus of the group on the call was to approve the amendment.  A letter from Mike Slifer and a copy of the signed amendment was distributed to all present.

Financial Contributions – Cash/In-Kind:  A report of cash/in-kind services was reviewed indicating that some of the agencies are behind in in-kind services.

Amendment to Interlocal Agreement – DWR/NNRC Merger:  Amendment No. 2 to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement on the Platte River and Basin Hydrology Study was presented for approval.  The amendment incorporates the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District as a Sponsor (approved by the Sponsors on April l1, 1999) and a change reflecting the merger of the Nebraska Natural Resources Commission and Nebraska Department of Water Resources into the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 2 to the Interlocal Agreement as presented.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion. All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the last Technical Committee meeting.  The following items were discussed.

· Work Task Update:  A spreadsheet of the work task accomplishments for COHYST was distributed and discussed.  Concerns regarding the net recharge project were expressed and Dr. Martin will be contacted to see if this project could be speeded up.

· COHYST Modeling Timeline:  Duane presented a timeline for modeling.

· Field Work:  Most of the field work is done regarding seepage on the bottom of the river system.  

· Modelers:   There was a meeting of the modelers this past week regarding the scheduling of modeling.
It was also noted that several names have been received regarding the position of modeler in Scottsbluff.  

Environmental Trust Application:  Ron Bishop will once again be requesting funding from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund.  A draft of the application will be sent to all sponsors.  Comments on the write-up and budget proposal should be sent to Ron by August 28th so that he can submit the application by the deadline of September 5, 2000.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meetings of the Hydrology Sponsors are scheduled for September 20, 2000 beginning at 1:00 PM Mountain Time in Ogallala at the Ramada Limited and also October 17, 2000 beginning at 9:30 AM in Kearney.  The location of the October 17th meeting will be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Onnen – Little Blue Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Jim Cook – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District 

John Turnbull – Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Duane Hovorka – Nebraska Wildlife Federation

Tom Knutson – Loup Basin Reclamation District

Dayle Williamson – Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Gary Mader – City of Grand Island

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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