PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 9, 2000 – 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Wingate Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn (left meeting early)

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Dave Sands

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 5, 2000 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  John Turnbull, Jim Lundgren and Dave Sands abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  A balance of $163,989.10 as of December 28, 1999, was reported.  Payments have been made as follows:  NPPD - $14,584.24; NRC - $23,690.00; Conservation Survey Division - $33,358.00; Parsons Engineering Science - $1,125.55; CNPPID - $12,546.99; North Platte NRD - $13,952.00; U.S.G.S. - $19,720.00.  Payments were also made to Larry Cast, Boss International, the telephone bill to connect the modelers to the internet, and Computer Spectrum.  A request has been submitted to the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund in the amount of $170,666.05 for expenses for the last quarter of 1999.

Kent Miller made the motion to accept the financial report as presented.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

LAND USE PRESENTATION: The Technical committee has been reviewing the historical land use, irrigation development, and the changing crop mix.  Clint Carney, the COHYST groundwater modeler located with NPPD, gave a presentation entitled, “Historic Land Use Analysis for the COHYST Study Area.”  The presentation described the changing land uses for the pre-development to 1997 time period.  Information on percentage of crop types and irrigation were given for select years, model areas, and counties.  The presentation was intended to be only a sampling of the total work performed in this area.  The data for the analysis came from Agricultural Statistics for the years and counties in question.  The Technical Committee expects to use the information to create a spatial and temporal distribution of land uses for use in the net-recharge model.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· An update was presented on the test hole log project which is supposed to be complete by September.  Thirty-one counties are included in this project and almost half are completed.

· The groundwater modelers have been working on a two square mile model developing some of the preliminary input and try to run a predevelopment model.  The Technical Committee is reviewing a modeling strategy prepared by Dick Luckey and will try to have a report available for the next meeting.

· The work on the hydraulic bed conductance analysis by the U.S. Geological Survey was discussed.  Two sites on the Platte River are done.  Hopefully, a final report should be done by May with a preliminary presentation in March or early April on the results so a decision can be made on what is to be done this summer.

Joint Funding Agreement Extension - U.S.G.S.:  A supplemental Joint Funding Agreement for the Platte River Bed Conductance project was presented for approval.  The modification is to extend the end date of the period of performance to December 31, 2000 so that existing funds can be moved from the Federal fiscal year 2000 to 2001.  This was discussed with the Technical Committee and is recommended for approval.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the supplemental Joint Funding Agreement with U.S.G.S.  John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Salary Adjustment for Modelers:  The Executive Committee recommends that, effective February 1, 2000, a 3.2% increase to the modeler salaries ($37,500) for the three modelers who were hired in August of 1999, be approved.  

Ron Bishop made the motion to increase the salaries of the modelers who were hired in August of 1999, by 3.2%, effective February 1, 2000.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 20, 2000, starting at 10:30 AM in Kearney.  A meeting was also scheduled for April 17, 2000 at 4:00 PM in Kearney.  Location of the meetings will be announced at a later date.
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Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Jerry Vandersnick - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Jim Cook - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Clint Carney - Nebraska Public Power District

Mike Onnen - Little Blue Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources

Dayle Williamson - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Jim Lundgren - Nebraska Water Users

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Dave Sands - Nebraska Audubon Society

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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