PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 5, 2000 – 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the Holiday Inn.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Jim Cook

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the December 1, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the minutes. Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report as of December 28, 1999.  Total debits to date are $449,089.94 and total credits are $613,079.04, leaving a balance of $163,989.10.  Ron also requested that in-kind reports for the fourth quarter of 1999 be forwarded to him by January 15th.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Expenditures were presented for authorization for payment as follows:  $537.40 to BOSS and $19,720.00 to U.S. Geological Survey.  Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize expenditures as presented.  Jim Cook seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER RECRUITMENT:  Chris McCormick, the fourth modeler, has been hired to work in the Central Platte NRD office in Grand Island.  He will be doing the modeling for the eastern half of the modeling area.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· The next meeting of the Technical Committee will be January 26-27, 2000 in Lincoln.

· Updates on the net recharge model and test hole logs were presented.  

· Maggie Smith is updating the website on the internet.  The website address is cohyst.nrc.state.ne.us
· An update was presented on what each individual modeler is working on at the present time.  It was also reported that a first draft report on modeling strategy was received from Dick Luckey.

· An upgraded GMS product (Version 3.0) with more capability has been purchased.

· There should be more information available on river bed conductance at the next meeting of the Technical Committee.

· Considerable discussion was held in regard to the land use product and who should have access to the work products.  A request was received from Parsons Engineering Science for use of some land use information for a study they will be performing for the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District in order to meet a requirement of Central’s FERC license.  The sponsors did not have a problem providing the information with the caveat that it is still preliminary

SCHEDULE:  There was no update since last month’s report.  A more detailed schedule will be available on the modelers soon.

HYDROLOGY MODELER COMPUTER SYSTEMS: Discussion was held regarding upgrading the computers for the modelers.  A request to either raise the limit of $3,000 per office for computers or to have COHYST acknowledge some additional dollars as in-kind contributions from the Sponsors.  

Kent Miller made the motion to raise the limit for modeler computers from $3,000 to $5,000 per office.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  If individual organizations wish to exceed that limit and use the dollars as an in-kind contribution, that was viewed as acceptable.

HYDROLOGY MODELER SALARIES:  Discussion was held regarding an adjustment to the salaries of the Hydrology Modelers.  It was the consensus of the group to have those organizations who are hosting hydraulic modelers meet and provide a recommendation for the February 9, 2000 meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for February 9, 2000, starting at 4:00 PM in Kearney.  A meeting was also scheduled for March 20, 2000 starting at 10:30 AM in Kearney.  Location of the meetings to be announced at a later date.
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Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Dayle Williamson - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Mark Kuzila - Conservation & Survey Division, UNL

Duane Eversoll - Conservation & Survey Division, UNL

Jim Cook - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Larry Hutchinson - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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