PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 2, 1999 – 3:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in North Platte at the Quality Inn and Suites.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Not represented

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not Represented

Tri Basin NRD – Not Represented

Twin Platte NRD – Not Represented

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Jay Rempe

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 12, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes. Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report as of July 22, 1999.  Total debits to date are $318,460.37 and total credits of $355,377.66 leaving a balance of $36,917.29.  Some smaller expenses were paid after July 22, 1999 which do not require approval from the Sponsors.

A report on in-kind contributions was presented.  The total actually received from the Sponsors was $458,277.92 which is approximately 4% short of the $480,337.50 which was proposed.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  There were no expenditures that needed approval.  

ARC VIEW SOFTWARE PURCHASE:  Discussion was held concerning the purchase of software.  The GMS package has already been ordered.  It was the consensus of the group that the spatial analysis is not needed at this time.  Arc View is approximately $1,000.00 and is recommended by the Technical Committee.

Ron Bishop made the motion to purchase up to three copies of the Arc View Software at an approximate cost of $1,000.00 each.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

GROUNDWATER MODELER AGREEMENTS - USGS:  A Groundwater Modeler Agreement with U.S. Geological Survey has been signed and a copy went out to all members of COHYST.  

GROUNDWATER MODELER AGREEMENT AND AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT NE9904200 WITH USGS - HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITY: An amendment to Contract NE9904200 for hydraulic conductivity with the U.S. Geological Survey was signed and copies were sent to all COHYST members.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the Groundwater Modeler Agreement with U.S. Geological Survey and also the amendment to Contract NE99004200.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

IN-KIND COMMITMENTS FROM SPONSORS:  Discussion was held concerning the shortfall on in-kind commitments from the Sponsors. 

The following table was presented showing the status of each organization for the first year.

Year One Contributions







Organization
Cash
Proposed 

In-Kind
Actual 

In-Kind
Excess/ Deficit







Twin Platte NRD
$27,500
$13,025
$16,744
$3,719







South Platte NRD
$17,500
$13,025
$10,062
($2,963)







North Platte NRD
$27,500
$20,525
$21,030
$505







Tri-Basin NRD
$17,500
$13,025
$13,693
$668







Central Platte NRD
$22,500
$128,325
$117,860
($10,465)







Upper Big Blue NRD



$0







NPPD
$10,000
$18,500
$19,023
$523







CNPPID
$1,500
$40,025
$27,363
($12,662)







Nebraska DWR
0
$27,550
$4,794
($22,756)







Nebraska NRC
0
$188,837
$183,350
($5,487)







Nebraska G&PC
0
$2,500
$3,971
$1,471

It was noted that additional in-kind contributions may be made in the second or third year.  If it is found that there is a shortage on the cash side at a later date, Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District committed to move up their level of contribution.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

a.  The Technical Committee met with new groundwater modelers and discussed the list of products that need to be worked on.  Mr. Dick Luckey updated the members on the work that the modelers will be doing in the near future.

b.  A short report on the individual tasks was presented.  

c.  A tour of the Platte River system up to the Loup River system the first week of October will be held for the new groundwater modelers so that they can become more familiar with the river system, surface water projects, location of wells, etc.

d.  The next meeting of the Technical Committee will be on September 29, 1999, 9:00 AM in North Platte.

e.  The status of some of the contracts was presented.

RECRUITING AND MOVING EXPENSES FOR GROUNDWATER MODELERS:  A conference call was held on July 29, 1999 with Don Kraus, Ron Bishop, Brian Barels, Ron Cacek, Rod Horn, and Rich Kern concerning recruiting and moving expenses for the groundwater modelers.  The following policy was recommended:

Recruitment - Moving Expense Policy for Groundwater Modelers

1.
Sponsors shall pay for the following costs associated with the recruitment of Groundwater Modelers:

a.
Lodging and travel expenses for a recruitment trip.

b.
Lodging and travel for a second recruitment/house hunting trip with actual expenses not to exceed $1000.00.

c.
Moving expenses consisting of lodging and travel expenses not to exceed three days plus mileage for one vehicle and the costs of a “U-Haul” trailer or truck for the move.

2.
Expenses which are not paid directly by Sponsors will be paid by the Employer and then billed to the Sponsors.

Brian Barels made the motion to approve the policy as presented above.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members, voting by roll call voted, were in favor and motion carried.

PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE:  Gary Lewis reported that a letter will be submitted requesting funding approval for the second year for Parsons Engineering Science.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for October 26, 1999, starting at 3:00 PM in Kearney following the depletions meeting at the Nebraska Public Power District office, Kearney, Nebraska.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  9/2/99

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Turnbull, Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Rempe - Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

Yvonne Austin - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Gary Lewis - Parsons Engineering Science

J. Larry Hutchinson - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

Dick Luckey - U.S. Geological Survey

Steve Peterson - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Clint Carney - Nebraska Public Power District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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