PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 4, 1999 – 8:30 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not Represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not Represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not Represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not Represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not Represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not Represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the January 20, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.  

Rod Horn made the motion to approve the minutes.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  Ann Bleed and John Thorburn abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Balance. Total debits were $94,598.69 and credits were $163,500.78 leaving a balance of $68,902.09. 

Ron also distributed a spreadsheet in regard to the cash contributions from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund and COHYST Sponsors for each quarter of 1998.  Total contributions for the year were $159,252.78.  (Copy attached)

A spreadsheet on the COHYST contracts was distributed listing the amount paid and balance for each contract as of February 25, 1999 and the status of each contract.

Ann Bleed made the motion to accept the Financial Report.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

CONTRACT REVIEW:  Contracts were discussed during the financial report.

Authorization for Expenditures:  At the last meeting of the COHYST (January 20, 1999), it was the consensus of the members that the Chairman and the Contract Committee have the authority to approve expenditures for authorized contracts and activities.
Bills that have been paid within the last month include:  Parsons Engineering Science - $1,695.13; NRCS - $6,384.84; ESRI, Data Equipment - $2,539.56; USGS-EROS - $21,603.50; and Larry Cast, Geology - $1,426.25.

LAND USE DATA ENTRY:  CALMIT is ready for the FSA “ground truth” data.  The NRDs reported on where they stand on collecting the data.
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the Technical Committee meeting that was held March 3, 1999, as follows:

a.  Testhole:  Frank Smith and Vince Dreeszen were retained to work on developing testhole log books.  Larry Cast will be hired to do the Custer County testhole logs.  Several items have been added to the log books to help easily locate testholes.

b.  Land Use:  CALMIT has all ten “three image data sets” that cover the COHYST area and are working to combine the three images so classifications can be developed.  Ground truth data is needed soon.

c.  MODFLOW GUIS:  The Technical Committee has selected GMS as the package to purchase to develop modflow and need to get approval to work with BOSS to purchase several copies (one copy each to the five NRDs, the two power districts, and the Natural Resources Commission) of GMS to start working with.

After discussion, it was moved by Kent Miller to authorize the Technical Committee to negotiate for up to nine copies of GMS for the COHYST study and to make the purchase, and also add additional copies for entities that wish to purchase a copy.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

d.  Geology Work:  Larry Cast has completed extending cross sections from the Loup River to the Republican River, from Columbus to Cozad.

e.  Database Development:  Maggie Smith and Rich Kern have worked on coverages for the observation wells and are developing surface water diversion coverages from several DWR sources.

f.  Hydrologist:  The hiring of a hydrologist was discussed and a tentative job description has been drafted.  A more experienced hydrologist needs to be hired in the near future and two others be hired at a later date to get the 400 series tasks started by June 1999.  

It was moved by Ann Bleed to develop a job description to send to the sponsors for approval, upon approval to advertise for the position of hydrologist to be located in either the NRC office in Lincoln or the Central Platte NRD office in Grand Island and hire one or two hydrologists at a later date whose placement will be determined at that time.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  Rich Kern voted no and Gary Mader abstained from voting.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Several options as to the status of employment of the hydrologist will be discussed at a conference call on March 25th and at the next meeting of the COHYST.

g.  River Bed Conductance:  Duane Woodward reported that they are waiting for a draft proposal from Ed Harvey, UNL, and Matt Landon, USGS, on river bed conductivity.  It was suggested that a section of the proposal concerning doing pump tests next to the river needs to be deleted from the proposal as these tests will not give the bed conductance value needed.  An update of the proposal will be prepared to do more of the in-river type of work.  There will be six sites for conductivity which will cover the Platte River, South Platte River, and North Platte River.  A new proposal will be presented to the COHYST committee at the next meeting.
TASK PROGRESS:  A handout in regard to the progress of each task was distributed and discussed.  

SENIOR HYDROLOGIST REPORT:  Gary Lewis, Parsons Engineering Science, distributed a written summary from February 28, 1998 through February 28, 1999.  The summary covered additional services and value added items, time contributed by Parsons Engineering Science, the first year successes, concerns, possible lagging tasks, funding shortages, potential adjustments, possible Lewis/Hemenway additional tasks, commendations for Rich Kern and Duane Woodward, and a contract renewal request.

PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE AGREEMENT:  An amendment to make an adjustment to the agreement with Parsons Engineering Science was discussed.

It was moved by Kent Miller to adjust the contract by an amount not to exceed $12,000.00 through June 30, 1999, increasing the total contract from $43,700.00 to $55,700.00.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for April 1, 1999, starting at 9:00 AM at the Kearney NPPD Office.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  3/4/99

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Rick Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

John Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Jim Lundgren - Nebraska Water Users

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Gary Lewis - Parsons Engineering Science

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader - City of Grand Island

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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