PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, May 24, 1999 – 2:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the office of Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Mark Brohman (arrived at 3:24 PM)

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern (arrived at 2:36 PM)

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed 

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not Represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not Represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not Represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not Represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not Represented

NE Water Users – Not Represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not Represented

At the April 1, 1999, meeting, a motion was passed stating that the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District would be joining the Cooperative Hydrology Study upon receipt of a resolution from the Board of Directors of said District.  The resolution has been received along with a $15,000.00 contribution.  Ron Bishop will have the Interlocal Agreement revised to include Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the April 1, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report.  A summary of the in-kind contributions was distributed in which it was indicated that some organizations are behind in their in-kind contributions.

Hiring Hydrologist:  Discussion was held on the interview process for the hydrology modelers which are to be hired by COHYST.  All of the applications have been reviewed and rated. Notice of future interview times and locations are to be sent to the COHYST members.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee (Don Kraus, Ron Bishop, Brian Barels, and Rich Kern), with consultation from the Technical Committee and sponsoring agencies, to execute a contract to hire the modelers.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried. 

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize hiring one supervisory modeler in the salary range of $35,000 to $50,000 plus benefits and three support modelers in the salary range of $30,000 to $40,000 plus benefits, with one of the four positions being co-funded by Nebraska Public Power District.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Schedule Status - Test Hole Log Books, Geology & Land Use:  Letters were sent regarding the status of the schedule for the Test Hole Log Books, Geology and Land Use contracts.  Responses for all three were received and distributed to all COHYST members.  The contracts are on schedule but little opportunity was found for expediting the schedule.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

a.  An update was presented on River Bed Conductance.  Two people are now working on this project and sites are being selected.

b.  A meeting has been scheduled with Dr. Derrel Martin in regard to the UNL Net Recharge.

c.  Maggie Smith has been working on the database and the web site is started.

d.  Model boundaries for five regional models are being discussed.

Update on Tasks:  An update on task progress will be presented at the next meeting.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for July 12, 1999, starting at 1:00 PM at the North Platte  NPPD office.
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Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Gary Mader - City of Grand Island

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John C. Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Cook - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Gary Lindstrom - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Mark Brohman - Nebraska Game & Parks Commission

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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