PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 12, 1999 – 11:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in North Platte at the office of Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn (arrived late)

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not Represented

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller (arrived late)

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not Represented

City of Grand Island – Not Represented

City of North Platte – Not Represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not Represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not Represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not Represented

NE Water Users – Not Represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not Represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the May 24, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the minutes.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report for the second quarter.  There have been expenditures in the amount of $129,564.71 and receipts from the Sponsors in the amount of $32,916.00 and $154,585.00 from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund for a total income of $187,501.00. An invoice from U.S.G.S. has been received in the amount of $39,500.00 for work on the hydraulic bed conductivity study and will be paid. 

Kent Miller arrived at the meeting.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 - TEST HOLE CONTRACT (CONSERVATION SURVEY DIVISION):  An amendment to the Test Hole Contract was presented for approval.  The amendment will provide additional funds to the University of Nebraska in the amount of four thousand dollars ($4,000) to support the expanded costs of the study related to the addition of York County to the list of counties to be provided.  The Technical Committee recommends approval of this amendment.

Rod Horn arrived at the meeting.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve Amendment No. 1 for the Test Hole Contract with the University of Nebraska - Lincoln.  John Thorburn seconded the motion. All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Twin Platte has installed nineteen additional monitoring wells and would like the positions located with GPS equipment.  The Natural Resources Commission believes they will be able to do the work under their existing scope of work.  

The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District will begin a process to accurately locate their test wells with their own personnel and equipment.

RECRUITMENT OF GROUNDWATER MODELERS:  Duane Woodward reported that two modelers have been hired, Clint Carney by Nebraska Public Power District in North Platte and Steve Peterson by Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District in Holdrege.  Two additional interviews were held last week and the Technical Committee recommends making an offer to Mr. Paul Glenn of Oregon.  Ron Cacek will make the call and visit with Mr. Glenn.

Re-advertising will be done for the Senior Modeler at a salary range of $40-50,000.  Other options will also be pursued in the search for a Senior Modeler including contacts with private consulting firms and contacts with U.S.G.S.

PURCHASE OF COMPUTERS FOR MODELERS:  Discussion was held on the purchase of computers for the modelers.  Computers can be purchased for approximately $3,000.00 each.

Ann Bleed made the motion to authorize funding for the computers which will be needed for the modelers at a cost of $3,000.00 each.  John Turnbull seconded the motion. All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

CONTRACTS FOR MODELERS:  A draft of a contract for the modelers was presented for discussion.  The contracts are to define the relationship between the Sponsors and the Employer.  The contract was reviewed by the Technical Committee and comments from Jim Cook were incorporated into the contract. 

After discussion, John Turnbull made the motion to authorize the Contract Committee to approve any final changes needed in the contracts and authorize Don Kraus and Ron Bishop to sign on behalf of the Sponsors.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

IN-KIND COMMITMENTS FROM SPONSORS:  An update was presented on the level of the in-kind contributions from the Sponsors.  This will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

1.  An updated listing of the tasks was distributed and discussed.

2.  An update was presented on the CSD Test hole log book work.  Six counties are completed and several are near completion.  York County will be added.

3.  The 1997 Land Use coverage being developed by CALMIT is well underway and seven discussion points on the land classification were discussed.

4.  An update on bed conductance being done by U.S.G.S. was presented.  Work has been completed on instrumentation to be tested in measuring river bed conductance and field work will begin when river flows come down.

5.  A listing from Maggie Smith was distributed regarding the coverages that are in the database to date.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 2, 1999, starting at 3:00 PM at the Quality Inn in North Platte.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  7/12/99

John Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Rick Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geologic Survey

Roger K. Patterson - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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