PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 20, 1999 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Duane Woodward

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Frank Kwapnioski

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – Jeff Lucas

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not Represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not Represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not Represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not Represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not Represented

NE Water Users – Not Represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not Represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the November 20, 1998 meeting had been mailed to the group.  

A correction was presented on page 2, Contract with UNL - Simulation Model for Estimating ET and Net Recharge. The motion reads “Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize quarterly progress payments to the University of Nebraska based on billing from the University for work accomplishments starting in December 1998.”  

Ron Cacek made the motion to correct the minutes of the November 20, 1998 meeting minutes as follows:  “Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize approval of the contract, signature of the Chairman on the contract, and also authorize quarterly progress payments to the University of Nebraska based on billing from the University for work accomplishments starting in December 1998.   Rich Kern seconded the motion.  Jeff Lucas, Tri-Basin NRD, abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Duane Woodward distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Balance. Total debits were $57,112.15 and credits were $147,875.78 leaving a balance of $90,763.63.  An invoice was received from Parsons Engineering Science for $1,240.59 for services for the period of November 28, 1998 through December 25, 1998.  

It was moved by Rod Horn to accept the financial report and authorize payment of $1,240.59 to Parsons Engineering Science as presented.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  Frank Albrecht abstained from voting.  Frank Kwapnioski was out of the room and did not vote. All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.  

It was suggested that a summary of all contracts, including current expenditures, be included with future financial reports.

GEOLOGY LAYER DEVELOPMENT:  Copies of a Geology Contract Agreement between the Hydrology Sponsors and Larry Cast were distributed.  Tasks to be completed by Larry Cast include:  1) preparing geologic cross-sectional sketches throughout the study area;  2) select data points which define the geohydraulic layers of the study area; 3) select/review permeability values of data points to be used for the geohydraulic layers of the study area; 4) prepare/review geologic maps illustrating geologic conditions; and 5) prepare written statement of basis for geohydraulic interpretations used in the study area.

The Technical Committee recommends approval of the contract with the addition of the QA/QC terms and final review by the contract committee and also authorization for signature by the Chairman.

Duane Woodward made the motion to approve the contract with the addition of the QA/QC terms, final review by the contract committee and also authorization for the Chairman to sign the contract.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NEW GEOLOGIC INFORMATION:  Duane reported that well measurements and information to be used in the test hole data is being gathered and that copies of the drillers’ logs should be sent to him as soon as possible.  After checking with the USGS to see what is available, Duane will send a memo to each of the NRD’s regarding information needed.  Everything should be together by the end of May.

FSA GROUND TRUTHING INFORMATION:  Duane Woodward reported that information from CALMIT provided a list regarding sections on which ground truthing is needed.  Aerial photos of each section listing the owner and crops planted is on file at each of the FSA offices. This should all be completed by the end of March.  Each NRD should get information to Duane as soon as possible.

RIVER BED CONDUCTANCE:  Discussion was held concerning the proposal from CSD and USGS for conducting an investigation to estimate riverbed conductance along the Platte River that was sent out prior to the meeting.  Objectives of the research include determining the hydraulic conductivity of Platte River bottom sediments at various locations, compare the hydraulic conductivity values measured using four different techniques to determine which test provides the most accurate and cost efficient method for the Platte River, and project locally measured K values to produce a regional bed conductance map of the river.

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT - GROUNDWATER STUDY:  Duane reported that  research is being done on the high groundwater levels and the effect of the groundwater levels on the Platte River.

CONTRACT REVIEW:  Copies of all executed contracts have been distributed to Sponsors and Partners.  Each contract will be reviewed for incorporation of the QA/QC procedures.  Dollars involved in contracts comes to a total of $643,670.00.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Technical Committee has reviewed the contract with Ed Harvey and the contract with Larry Cast.  Ed DeKleva will be contacted in regard to preparing a flow chart for the QA/QC process in regard to the contracts.

Land use data is available from the Department of Water Resources and COHYST needs to consider contracting with someone to key in the data. Front ends to GMS and visual modflow will be discussed at the next meeting of the Technical Committee.

Discussion concerning an update to Arcview 3.1 for Windows was held.  It was the consensus of the members that this is vital for the project.

Kent Miller made the motion to authorize Central Platte NRD to purchase Arcview 3.1 for Windows for use by Maggie Smith and that COHYST reimburse Central Platte NRD for this purchase.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

The hiring of a hydrologist and where this person should work from was discussed.  The Technical Committee will work on this and will make a recommendation to the COHYST members.

A report on the overall progress on work tasks will be presented at the next meeting.

Kent Miller made a motion that the Chairman approve payment of $900.00 to EROS Data Center for aerial photos to avoid late penalties and submit to the treasurer for payment.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

It was the consensus of the Board that the Chairman had the authority to approve payments for authorized contracts and activities.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for March 4, 1999, starting at 8:30 AM at the Kearney NPPD Office.
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Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Rod Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geologic Survey

Kent Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader - City of Grand Island

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Jeff Lucas - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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