PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 1, 1999 – 3:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the office of the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Not Represented

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not Represented

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not Represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Jay Rempe

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the October 26, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes. Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report as of , October 29, 1999.  Total debits to date are $401,002.54 and total credits are $523,167.77, leaving a balance of $122,165.23.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  Expenditures in the amount of $33,624.51 plus $218.00 for Adobe Acrobat for Maggie Smith, were presented for authorization for payment.  Kent Miller made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize expenditures as presented.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

MODELER RECRUITMENT:  Interviews have been held regarding a groundwater modeler for the Central Platte NRD office in Grand Island.  It was moved by Ron Bishop, seconded by Kent Miller, to authorize the Technical Committee to make an offer to Christopher McCormick at a salary not to exceed $33,500.00.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· Land Use - CALMIT is working on the irrigated land use and the center pivot inventory is done.  A question of who should have use of the maps was discussed.  Sponsors and Partners only? A concern was expressed regarding distribution of draft information.

· Geology - The Conservation Survey Division has three counties left of the Phase I area for the testhole logs and should be done in January.  Discussion was held on how to do the model layers.

· River bed conductance - The U.S.G.S. has five data sites set up with a lot of samples.

· Website development - Maggie Smith is updating the web site and getting a lot of information on the site and the purchase of the Adobe Acrobat program will be a useful tool.  

· Ag statistic data & land use - Clint Hardy at NPPD in North Platte is getting ready to put the data on the web site.

· Modeling - some exercises have been done on the water budget and model size analysis.  It was reported that the new version of the modeling program is faster.  

· Net recharge - Dr. Martin is calibrating the net recharge program.

· Task report - an updated task report was distributed and discussed

The next Technical Committee will be held on December 8, 1999.

Discussion was held on whether to expand the model out to include the Tamarak project in Colorado.

It was the consensus of the members that an invitation to the Conservation Survey Division be extended to sit in on the COHYST meetings to have a better understanding of what is going on.  Don Kraus will write a letter to Mark Kuzila inviting him to attend.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 5, 2000, starting at 4:00 PM at the Holiday Inn in Kearney.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  12/1/99

Jim Cook - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Drain - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

John Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Rod Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Jay Rempe - Nebraska Farm Bureau

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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