PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 26, 1999 – 3:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney at the office of the Nebraska Public Power District.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not Represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

Upper Big Blue NRD - John Turnbull

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 2, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes. John Turnbull seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop presented the financial report as of October 1, 1999.  Total debits to date are $351,732.45 and total credits are $493,167.77, leaving a balance of $141,435.32.  

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES:  The following expenditures were presented for approval:  U.S.G.S. - $6,476.00; UNL - $19,711.57; Parsons Engineering Science - $500.25; CD’s - $264.99; modelers reimbursement - between $6,000 and $7000; travel and airfare for interviews for final modeler - total amount not known.  John Thorburn made the motion to approve the financial report and to authorize expenditures as presented.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Modeler Recruitment:  Interviews are being conducted for a modeler and expenses need to be paid.  Kent Miller made the motion authorizing the Contract Committee (Don Kraus, Rich Kern, Ron Bishop and Brian Barels) to approve payment of expenses for recruitment of a modeler per the “Recruitment-Moving Expense Policy for Groundwater Modelers” (Sept. 2nd minutes), and also authorize Don Kraus to sign a contract for employment of a modeler on behalf of the Sponsors.  Ron Bishop seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Parsons Engineering Science Contract:  A letter dated October 14, 1999 from Gary Lewis requesting an amendment to the contract with Parsons Engineering Science was distributed.  The authorization would be for an amendment to allow an increase in the total not-to-exceed limit to $112,100.00 to cover the project through June 30, 2000.  Kent Miller made the motion to approve Amendment #3 as outlined in the letter dated October 14, 1999, from Gary Lewis.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

Web Page Information:  Discussion was held on information that is to be included on the COHYST web page.  At the present time, there is not a lot of information on the page but current progress reports will be included as well as things such as the work plan, task updates, etc.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· An update on tasks was presented.

· The Technical Committee met on September 29th and discussed the following:  1) land use; 2) test hole work which should be done by September of 2000; 3) Geology; and 4) net recharge.

· It was reported that a tour was held with the new modelers two weeks ago to familiarize them with the river system and the projects COHYST is working on.

· A CD Rom writer and CD’s have been purchased so copies of database models and related documents can be made.  This is the least costly way of making the copies needed.  Copies can be made for Sponsors if they will notify NRC.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for December 1, 1999, starting at 3:00 PM in Kearney.
PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  10/26/99

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Frank J. Albrecht - Nebraska Game & Parks Commission

Larry Hutchinson - Nebraska Game & Parks Commission

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

John C. Turnbull - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Jay Bitner - Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District

Judy Hunt - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
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