PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 1, 1999 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Frank Albrecht

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed via phone 

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not Represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader (arrived at 11:15 AM)

City of North Platte – Not Represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not Represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not Represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not Represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not Represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the March 4, 1999 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the minutes.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Ron Bishop distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Balance. Total debits were $96,572.39 and credits were $167,875.78 leaving a balance of $71,303.39. 

Ron also reported that three bills are due and payable as follows:  BOSS International for software for modeling and the database - $13,865.00; Nebraska Natural Resources Commission for survey work on groundwater elevation and monitor wells across the basin and to include 15 new monitor wells in the South Platte and the Twin Platte area - $97,900.00; and NRCS for Maggie Smith’s salary - $5,056.47.  All of these amounts are reimbursable by the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve payment of the three bills (total $116,821.47) as presented above and work out an arrangement with the NNRC to survey in the new wells in the South Platte and new wells in the Twin Platte area (cost not to exceed $3,000) under the original agreement with the understanding that COHYST would pay one-half of the cost of the labor.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

A summary of the Environmental Trust application budget was distributed.  The total of the funding for the application is $610,000.00.

Ron Bishop made the motion to adopt the budget for year two in the amount of $1,130,950.00 with funding from the Environmental Trust in the amount of $610,000.00.  John Thorburn seconded the motion  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

The Chairman was asked to send letters to members of COHYST that have not been attending meetings and request their participation.

Contract Progress:  Ron Bishop distributed a spreadsheet showing the status for each of the contracts.  The balance as of March 25, 1999, on each contract is as follows:  Parsons Engineering Science - $13,042.26; Geology, Conservation & Survey Division, UN-L - $164,300.00; Geology, Larry Cast - $12,661.25; Net Recharge, Biological Systems Engineering UN-L - $40,925.00; Date-base Coordinator, NRCS, USDA - $23,615.16; Data-base Equipment, ESRI - $.00; Land Use, CALMIT, UN-L - $87,320.00; Land Use, NNRC, USGS, EROS Center - $8,423.00; Groundwater Levels, NNRC - $97,900.00.

Don Kraus and Duane Woodward were asked to determine the current status of contracts and decide what could be done to speed up the process and identify any obstacles which may delay the process.  A letter will be sent to those contractors who are most critical to the project completion.

Stream Bed Conductivity Proposal:  A copy of the proposal for stream bed conductivity was distributed and discussed.  The Technical Committee recommends moving forward with the study and to develop a contract for the study.  Matt Landon, USGS, will be principle coordinator on the project.

Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize Don Kraus and the Executive Committee to develop a contract with USGS following the scope of work and costs stated in the proposal, and to also authorize the Chairman’s signature on the contract with USGS.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor, except for Twin Platte NRD, and motion carried.

Technical Committee Report:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

· Discussion was held on surface water acres and maps.  Maggie and Rich have been working on information received from DWR and have basically put together a map of all the irrigated acres in the study area. 

· Also discussed was Metadata and how to keep track of the data that is going into the database, and how to create Metadata files.

· Land use should be completed in a couple of weeks.

· An update was presented on geology and how the geology process is proceeding.

· In regard to Net Recharge, a report was received from Darrel Martin who stated that they are in the process of working on the net recharge program.

· An update on tasks will be presented at the next meeting.

Modeling Personnel:  The Technical Committee presented two job descriptions for hydrologist which were discussed extensively. The first hydrologist hired will be located in Grand Island.  Another two, possibly three, hydrologists will be hired at a later date.  Members agreed that there should be only one job description, expand the locations and modify the experience section of the job description.

Kent Miller made the motion to approve the job description as modified and advertise for a hydrologist at BYU, ASCE, UNL, Colorado State, and the Omaha World Herald.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

A motion and second was presented concerning the location of the hydrologists, but after extensive discussion, the motion was withdrawn.

Amendment to Interlocal Agreement - Upper Big Blue Request:  A letter from the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District was received requesting to join the Cooperative Hydrology Study.  Upper Big Blue indicated that contributions in the total amount of $45,000.00 for the three years ($15,000.00) of the study would be committed.  No request to expand modeling to cover the Upper Big Blue was requested.  Also needed is a resolution from the Upper Big Blue Board of Directors stating their desire to join the Cooperative Hydrology Study.  To revise the Interlocal Agreement to include the Upper Big Blue, there has to be a unanimous vote of the Hydrology Sponsors.

Kent Miller made a motion to revise the Interlocal Agreement as presented to include the Upper Big Blue NRD as a sponsor upon receipt of a resolution from the Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present and Ann Bleed via conference call, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for May 24, 1999, starting at 1:00 PM at the Kearney NPPD office.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST  4/1/99

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

Rod Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Frank Albrecht - Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Jim Lundgren - Nebraska Water Users

Gary Mader - City of Grand Island

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources via phone
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