PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 30, 1998 – 8:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus 

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the August 31, 1998 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the August 31, 1998 meeting minutes.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

CONTRACT WITH UNL - SIMULATION MODEL FOR ESTIMATING ET AND NET RECHARGE:  Duane Woodward reported that a proposal was received from Derrel Martin and that the Technical Committee has reviewed it.  Copies were distributed and discussion followed.  There were some concerns and questions regarding who will own the model, how the cost of future revisions would be handled and who will have access to the model after it is completed.  It was agreed that this project should be made a top priority. The Technical Committee will address these issues and have a recommended contract ready for the next meeting.

Model development was discussed in regard to the three categories stated in the proposal for water balance - irrigated land, dry land, and native range.  The model will consider all 21 crops identified in land use .

AUTHORIZATION FOR EXPENDITURE - PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE: An invoice was received in the amount of $1,696.67 for the period between August 1, 1998 through August 28, 1998 from Parsons Engineering Science.
Brian Barels made the motion to authorize the expenditure of $1,696.97 to Parsons Engineering Science as presented.  Rich Kern seconded the motion. All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Balance. Total debits were $49,637.83 and credits were $102,459.95 leaving a balance of $52,822.12.
ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION:  Ron Bishop reported that a supplemental application has been submitted to the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  The application is for $160,000.00 for the second year and $35,000.00 for the third year.  Notice of award of funds will be some time in February
TIME SHEETS - IN-KIND SERVICES:  Time sheets for in-kind services are to be submitted to Ron Bishop by October 7, 1998.
QUALITY ASSURANCE /QUALITY CONTROL (QA/QC) DOCUMENT:  Frank Kwapnioski presented the QA/QC document which describes the general criteria and guidelines in building a viable quality assurance program.  This is an accumulation of all edits and suggestions that have been received. The QA/QC document will be recognized as a dynamic, living document that would change as needed. 

Frank also reported that several tasks on the Gant chart have been completed.  It was suggested that all tasks that have been completed be recorded on the Gant chart and make reference in the minutes as to the date a task is completed.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on a workshop held in Denver regarding river bed conductance.  Field work will begin next spring and summer on river, tributaries, and drains.  This subject will be discussed again at the next meeting  

Duane also reported on task 108, update on land use.  Work is being done to complete the contract.  A workshop of the Technical Committee, CALMIT and Dr. Martin is scheduled for October 29th in Lincoln.  This will be followed by a workshop for the NRD staff people to learn what kind of ground truthing data is needed from FSA for developing Land Sat land use maps.  It was also discussed how the land use data would be used in net recharge modeling.

The NRD boards need to be kept informed of the progress of this project along with the staff.  There will be a follow-up at the next meeting.  Contacts are being made with NRD’s regarding measurement of groundwater levels.  Members are to bring back ideas on outreach.  

The contract for test hole data with Conservation Survey Division (CSD) was discussed.  Changes in the contract are being reviewed and will be forwarded to Mark Kuzila, Director of CSD.

Mike Drain stated that they are reviewing commercial interfaces for modflow so that one can be purchased. The person creating the models will need a license.  Licenses for others working with the models will also need to be acquired.

Duane reported that the Database Coordinator will begin work on October 26, 1998.  Don is working on contract changes that Jim Cook recommended in Section A of the NRCS contract.  These will be reviewed with NRCS.

All final versions of any contracts should be distributed to members of the COHYST.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for November 20, 1998, starting at 9:00 AM at the Kearney NPPD Office.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST – 9/30/98

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geological Survey

Frank Kwapnioski - Nebraska Public Power District

Ann Bleed - Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Rod L. Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent O. Miller - Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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