PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 31, 1998 – 12:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

The meeting held in Kearney was opened by Chairman Don Kraus.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus 

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Larry Hutchinson

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Ann Bleed

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Kent Miller

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Not represented

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Jay Rempe

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Jim Lundgren

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the July 20, 1998 meeting had been mailed to the group.  

Ron Cacek made the motion to approve the July 20, 1998 meeting minutes.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  Ron Bishop, Ann Bleed, and Rod Horn abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH NNRC:  Copies of the amendment to the Nebraska Natural Resources Commission (NNRC) agreement in paragraphs 12 and 13 were faxed to everyone on Friday, August 28th, and changes to paragraph 12 were discussed as follows:  

12. Notwithstanding paragraph 13 below, the NNRC intends to continue to support internet access to the information being made available through the two studies until at least July 1, 2003 and as long thereafter as NNRC determines that the costs of continuing such maintenance are justified by the utility of the information made available.  If the NNRC determines that internet access would not be made available feasible thereafter, the NNRC will consult with the Hydrology Sponsors and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District to evaluate alternative methods maintain internet access to the information through 2006.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amendment to the agreement with NNRC, with the changes described above, and Rich Kern is to check with Steve Gaul on wording.  Brian Barels seconded the motion.  Rich Kern abstained.  All other members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE:  Amendment No. 1 (as faxed on August 28th) to the agreement with Parsons Engineering Science was presented and discussed.  One change to the amendment was suggested as follows and will be incorporated into the document.

3.  Settlement for the cost of the above change is to be made as follows:

Initial database design as described in August 3, 1998 Memo from Parsons – Increase by $3,700.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the amendment to the agreement with Parsons Engineering Science with the change noted above.  Ann Bleed seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AGREEMENT WITH NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE DATABASE COORDINATOR:  Several changes to the agreement were suggested as follows:

A. The Sponsors agree to:

1. Provide 50% of salary and benefits for one GS9/11 Database Coordinator (position description attached) for a period of two years, from October 1998 to October 2000.  The annual salary and benefit cost for this period is not expected to will not exceed $30,000.  This agreement will provide for the possible extension of this period for another two years, not to exceed October 2002.  Work time is anticipated to be 40 hours per week as a Database Coordinator.  Sponsors will pay moving expenses for the person appointed to this position, if necessary.

2. Provide administrative coordination, supervision guidance and technical assistance to the Database Coordinator.

6. Comply with the terms of Attachment A, Special Provisions.

B. The NRCS agrees to:

3. Pay 50% of the salary and benefits for the employees assigned to the Sponsors.  this cost is not expected to exceed $60,000.00.  Funding will be for a two-year period not to exceed $30,000.00 annually for FY 98 and FY 99.  Provide 50% of salary and benefits for one GS9/11 Database Coordinator for a period of two years, from October 1998 to October 2000.  The annual salary and benefit cost for this period is not expected to will not exceed $30,000.  This agreement will provide for the possible extension of this period for another two years, not to exceed October 2002.  Work time is anticipated to be 40 hours per week as a Database Coordinator.
Kent Miller made the motion to approve the agreement with the changes noted above, subject to a cap on moving expenses and review by the contract committee (Don Kraus, Brian Barels, Ron Bishop & Rich Kern) prior to signing the agreement.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

SCOPE OF WORK – NET RECHARGE MODEL:  A copy of the Request for Proposal was mailed to members.  Duane Woodward reported that he had contacted Dr. Derrel Martin, UNL, concerning a proposal to develop a Simulation Model for Estimating ET and Net Recharge.  The Request for Proposal has been reviewed by the Technical Committee and it is their recommendation to request a proposal from Dr. Martin.

Ron Bishop made the motion to approve the scope of work and send a request for proposal to Dr. Derrel Martin for development of a Simulation Model for Estimating ET and Net Recharge.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

LAND USE SCOPE OF WORK:  Duane Woodward reported on a meeting with CALMIT concerning the Land Use Scope of Work.  The Technical Committee has reviewed the proposal from CALMIT and recommends support.  It was also recommended that the NNRC retain ownership of the maps.

Kent Miller made the motion to accept CALMIT’s proposal for the Land Use Scope of Work with the addition of additional output classes for row crops and small grains/soybeans, have NNRC retain ownership of the maps, set a dollar limit that is not to be exceeded with development of an appropriate contract, and authorize the Chairman to sign the contract, subject to review by the contract committee.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

HYDROGEOLOGIC PARAMETER SCOPE OF WORK:  Duane Woodward updated the Committee on the options for developing hydrogeologic parameters for work on the geologic drill logs.  It was the consensus of the Committee that the logs need to be in a digital format.

GEOLOGIC LOGS OF TEST HOLES:  The proposed agreement between the Cooperative Hydrology Sponsors and the University of Nebraska (Conservation and Survey Division) was discussed.  This will be a two year project.  There is nothing in the agreement about deliverables being in a digital format.  Ann Bleed requested that it be stated in the budget portion of the agreement that the $4,500.00 which is listed is to make sure that the information is in a usable digital format.
Ann Bleed made the motion to approve the agreement subject to having the Contract Committee review the document after receiving comments from the Technical Committee, and to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

AUTHORIZATION FOR EXPENDITURES – NNRC:  An invoice was received in the amount of $20,098.00 from NNRC and is in line with the contract with NNRC.  NNRC will reimburse the Hydrology Sponsors $4,248.00, the difference between $20,098.00 and the $15,850.00 that was budgeted.

Ann Bleed made the motion to authorize the expenditure of $20,098.00 to the NNRC.  Ron Cacek seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.
AUTHORIZATION FOR EXPENDITURES – PARSONS ENGINEERING:  An invoice was received in the amount of $8,579.88 for the period between 6/27/98 through 7/31/98 from Parsons Engineering Science.

Brian Barels made the motion to authorize expenditure of $8,579.88 to Parsons Engineering as presented.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balance and also an Application Budget Summary.  Total debits were $20,959.95 and credits were $70,584.95 leaving a balance of $49,625.00.

Ann Bleed made the motion to have Ron Bishop submit a supplemental application for a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund for $200,000.00 to regain the amount cut from the original application.  Kent Miller seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

OTHER COMMENTS:  Ann Bleed suggested that an application to the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund be submitted for a stream depletions factor study.  It was decided to cover this under the same application approved under the financial report.  Ann Bleed is to talk to Gary Lewis from Parsons Engineering Science and report back at the next meeting.

Ron Bishop distributed new time sheets for the in-kind services and requested the completed forms be sent to him on or before October 7, 1998.

Don Kraus presented a draft printout of commitments by Sponsors that was received from Frank Kwapnioski.  If Sponsors have not submitted their list of commitments, they should do so as soon as possible.  Don also asked that comments on Quality Control/Quality Assurance be sent to Ed Dekleva.

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for September 30, 1998 at 8:00 AM at the Kearney NPPD Office.  The depletions workshop which was scheduled to be held September 8-9, 1998, was moved to October 19-20, 1998 from 1:00 PM on the 19th to 12:00 PM on the 20th, and possibly being held at Jeffrey Lodge near Brady.

PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY – ATTENDANCE LIST – 8/31/98

Mike Drain – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Duane Woodward – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Jeff Lucas – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Jim Lundgren – Nebraska Water Users

John Thorburn – Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels – Nebraska Public Power District

Don Kraus – Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District

Ron Bishop – Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek – North Platte Natural Resources District

Rod Horn – South Platte Natural Resources District

Kent Miller – Twin Platte Natural Resources District

Ann Bleed – Nebraska Department of Water Resources

Jay Rempe – Nebraska Farm Bureau

Larry Hutchinson – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Rich Kern – Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Doug Druliner – U.S. Geologic Survey

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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