PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE HYDROLOGY STUDY

Meeting Minutes

Friday, November 20, 1998 – 9:00 AM

ATTENDANCE:  (See attached list)

Chairman Don Kraus opened the meeting held in Kearney.

Notices of the meeting were published in the Lincoln Journal Star, Grand Island Independent, North Platte Telegraph and Scottsbluff Star-Herald.  (See attached notice)

Following is the list of individuals at the meeting who cast votes for the agencies.  All motions were polled by roll call vote.

SPONSORS:

Central Platte NRD – Ron Bishop

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation District – Don Kraus 

South Platte NRD – Rod Horn

North Platte NRD – Ron Cacek

NE Game & Parks Commission – Not represented

NE Natural Resources Commission – Rich Kern

NE Public Power District – Brian Barels

NE Dept. of Water Resources – Not represented

Tri Basin NRD – John Thorburn

Twin Platte NRD – Not represented

PARTNERS:

Audubon – Not represented

City of Grand Island – Gary Mader

City of North Platte – Not represented

City of Scottsbluff – Not represented

NE Farm Bureau – Not represented

NE Water Resources Association – Not represented

NE Water Users – Not represented

Whooping Crane Trust – Not represented

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Minutes of the September 30, 1998 meeting had been mailed to the group.

Ron Cacek made the motion to approve the September 30, 1998 meeting minutes. Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

CONTRACT WITH UNL - SIMULATION MODEL FOR ESTIMATING ET AND NET RECHARGE:  Duane Woodward reported on the contract for development of the Net Recharge and ET Model.  The Technical Committee revisions to Dr. Derrel Martin’s draft proposal were reviewed.  A final draft of the agreement will be prepared for signature by December 1, 1998.
Ron Bishop made the motion to authorize approval and signature of the Chairman on the contract and also authorize quarterly progress payments to the University of Nebraska based on billing from the University for work accomplishments starting in December 1998.  John Thorburn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURE FOR CONTRACTORS:  Copies of completed contracts were distributed.  Ed Dekleva, Quality Control Coordinator, will review contracts already signed and future contracts to assure that the QA/QC guidelines are being incorporated into all contracts.
AUTHORIZATION FOR EXPENDITURES - PARSONS ENGINEERING SCIENCE:  Two invoices from Parson Engineering Science were received in the amount of $3,791.28 for the period of August 29, 1998 to September 25, 1998 and $1,176.37 for the period of September 26, 1998 to October 30, 1998 for a total amount of $4,967.65.

Brian Barels made the motion to authorize an expenditure of $4,967.65 to Parsons Engineering Science as presented above.  Rich Kern seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Ron Bishop distributed a Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Balance. Total debits were $49,637.83 and credits were $147,975.78 leaving a balance of $98,237.95.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Duane Woodward reported on the following:

a.
Bed Conductance:  Matt Landon, USGS, and Ed Harvey are working together to create a proposal to go to select sites on the river and do research on what techniques could be employed to produce the best measurement of bed conductance losses throughout the river.  The techniques talked about that could be written into the contract would be to do some type of pump test right next to the river to get movement of water through the bed, collect sediment type samples, and put seep meters in the river to measure water going both ways.  Discussion was held on the scope of work including drains and tributaries.  The proposal should be ready in mid-December and the field work could be done next spring and summer.

b.
Land Use:  A meeting was held with CALMIT to determine the procedure needed for collecting field information.  Work will be done on this during December to come up with the number and location of sites and to find out where to get the FSA data.  The workshop for collecting the data that was previously discussed may not be necessary.  A letter could be sent to the NRD’s requesting the types of data and locations needed.  This is part of the QA/QC process and needs to be documented

c.
QA/QC PROCESS:  Ed Dekleva, Coordinator of the QA/QC process, will put together a matrix of information of how the QA/QC process is documented.

d.
Tasks:  Duane also distributed and discussed the Work Task Accomplishments on which several tasks had been highlighted to emphasize those which had been started early (green highlight), those needing to be started soon (red highlight), and those that are started and ongoing (yellow highlight).  Considerable discussion was held on the various tasks and the need to focus on the red flagged items was stressed.

Maggie Smith updated everyone on the work she has been doing since she started.  Work on test hole data has begun and the data will be entered into a format which can be used.

NEXT MEETING:  Discussion was held concerning the next meeting date.  Members agreed that a meeting does not need to be scheduled until January.  Concern regarding authorization for expenditure for Parsons Engineering Science were presented.  To avoid any penalties, it will be necessary to authorize the officers to make payment prior to the next meeting of the COHYST.  

Rich Kern made the motion to authorize the officers to submit payment for invoices received from Parsons Engineering Science prior to the next meeting in an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.  Rod Horn seconded the motion.  All members present, voting by roll call vote, were in favor and motion carried.

The next meeting of the Hydrology Sponsors is scheduled for January 20, 1998, starting at 12:00 PM at the Kearney NPPD Office.
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Duane Woodward - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Maggie Smith - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Ron Bishop - Central Platte Natural Resources District

Ron Cacek - North Platte Natural Resources District

Don Kraus - Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

John Thorburn - Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Brian Barels - Nebraska Public Power District

Rod Horn - South Platte Natural Resources District

Gary Mader - City of Grand Island

Mike Slifer - U.S. Geologic Survey

Rich Kern - Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

Judy Hunt – Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District
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